THE

OBJECT AND MANNER

or

OUR LORD'S RETURN.

By O. T. RUSSELL,
PITTIBURG, FA.

o _*“Take heed to yourselves least al any time your hearts be over.
charged with. .. .the cares of this life; and 30 that day come upon
You unawares, —Luie 2k: 4.,

ROCHESTER, N. Y.:
OFFICE OF HERALD OF THE MORNING.

1877.






OUR LORD'S RETURY.

CHAPTER 1.
THE OBJECT OF THE SECOND ADVENT.

That our Lord intended us as His disciples to un-
derstand, that for some purpose, in some manuer, and
at some time, He would come again, is, we presume,
admitted and believed by all familiar with the scrip-
tures. But the object of thatcomingis viewed from
widely different standpoints, and seen in as various
colors as there ave glasses ; each observer honestly
and sincerely desirous of seeing and understanding
the subject correctly.  Weshall not attempt in these
few pages to give all that can be presented upon this
subject, but siinply offer a sketch of what we under-
stand the cvents and their order to be ;—giving as
far as space will permit, the sceriptural evidence fa-
voring it. In doing so, we shall endeavor to exer-
cise christian courtesy, when referring to the views
of brethren who differ with us.

The writer believes that in order to an understand-
ing of this subject, it isnecessary for us tohave some
clear conception of God’s plan for the salvation of
the world of mankind. If we can obtain this, it will
unquestionably give us information very valuable, in
the consideration of our subject; for, in that plan,
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not only the first but also the second advent has an
important place. Here a vital question arises, viz.:

HAS GOD A PLAN?

Or, did He in an idle moment frame this world, and
bring us, His creatures, into existence simply to ex-
ercise His creative }mwer; entirely unmindful, or
uncaring, what should be the result to us of that ex-
istence ? Many who love the Lord with ali their
hearts speak of Him and His work as though this
were the case. They thiuk of the fall of Adam, by
which ¢ Siu entered the world and death by [or, as
a result of] sin,” (Rom. §: 12) as an emergency en-
tirely unexpected and unprovided for by the Creator.

Such naturally regard the salvation provided
through our Lord Jesus Christ as an after-thought.
God, iaving been thwarted by an agent of His own
creation,~—the Devil,—now sought to repair the mis-
chief by providing a way by which a few of these
creatures could be saved. They regard the present
and past contest between good and evil, as a race he-
tween God and the Devil, in which, so far, the Dev.
il has been the most successful. They hope and
trust, however, that before the winding up of all
thingzs, the numbers of the saved will be greater than
those of the lost: and so God, even without any plan,
come off conqueror.

But, christian friends, He who would rebuke a man
for building a tower without first counting the cost,
shall He build and people a world without couunting
the cost ? Nay, verily ; God has, and always has had,
a plan—a purpose ; and all His purposes shall be
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accomplished. Heo works “aH things after the
counsel of His will.”?

Not only is this true, but He bas revealed His plan
to us in “ the Scriptures, whick are able to make us
wise,”” and given us His Hols Spirit to enlighten our
understanding, ‘¢ that we might Lnow the things that
arc freely given unto us of Ged.’”* (I Cor. 2:12))
Which things, neither the world nor carnally mind-
ed christians can see (v. 14); they are revealed by
the spirit in answer to diiligent search. ‘*If thou
seekest after wisdom, and liftest up thy voice forun-
derstanding, yea ; if thou searchest for her as men
search for silver ; theu shalt thou find the knowledge
of God.” When He, the Spirit of Truth is come,
He shall guide you into all truth.

The Spirit does this as we have seen through the
Word—the lamp. But God’s word, the Bible,is a
revelation not intended for one decade or century,
simply ; but, to the conditions of His people, at all
times and in everiy age. It is continually unfolding
to us some new, fresh beauty, of which but a short
time before we had not even dreamed. It is because
of this continuous unfolding of truth, as it becomes
“ meat in due season’’ to the houwsehold of faith, that
under-another figure the same word is compared to
“alamp to our feet ;?” -for, ““the path of the just
shines more and more until the ‘gerfect day.” It
shone some away back in Enoch’s day, and has been
increasing ever ‘since ; not, that light yesterday is
darkness to-day ; but, there is more light to-day, by
which we can still better appreciate that of yesterday.

Have we. as a church, all the light now ? Cer-
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tainly not ; nor will we have until the ¢ perfect day.”
Whilst we rememember, then, that
“ God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;”
weshould be ready and watching for the earliest
limpse of the next unfolding of IIis revelation of
imself and His plan ; remembering that
** His purposes will ripen fast,
* Unfulding every hour.”

We will now see what we can find of God’s plan
revealed in IIis word, therefrom to judge of the ob-
ject of our Lord’s return. '

We lay down as a foundation, then,—whether the

lan is so far unfolded that we can fully comprehend
1t, and see the connection which must exist between
the past and present dealings of God and that plan,
or not:—First, (vod has a purpose or plan. Second,
That plan is based and founded upon love, for “God
islove.” (I John 4: 8)

We do not cast aside God’s justice, etc. ; but,
whatever [1is plan it must comport with His charac-
ter—Love—for, ** e caunot deny Himself.”

The christian church is about equaliy divided upon
the question of Election vs. Frce Grace, or Cal-
vinism vs. Arminianism ; a small number, propot-
tionately, believing in Universalism or the final eter-
nal salvation of all mankind. Doubtless, all familiar
with Scripture know that each of these positions are
supported by much seripture ; and yet, can they all
be true ? Must there not be some counecting link
which will harmmonize and reconcile them ? Surely
this is the case, for God’s Word is not yea and uay.
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Let us examine the first two, Calvinism and Armini-
anism, separately ; the last, Universalism, is so flat-
ly contradicted by much direct scripture, that we
shall measurably pass it unnoticed. And what we
have to offer on the others is not designed as a fling
against any of the ‘¢ branches of the true vine ;”’
but strongly expressed, to call special attention to
the more unconiely features of those doetrines which
their strongest advocates will eoncede are wesak
oints.

P Calvinism virtually says: God is all wise; He
knew the end from the beginning ; He had a2 plan
which was tosave a few, not from any merit in them,
but of IHis sovereign choice He elected these to eter-
nal life,—all others to eternal death. He could as
easily save all men, but He does not want to ; He is
able, but unwilling, to save any bot a few.

Armeaianizm virtually says . God loves all His
creatures ; His tender mercics areever all His works.
He is trying His utmost to save them all, but is not
able :, only the very few, the “little flock.” Sin
slipped past Him, entered the world at the outsct,
and has gained such a foothold that only by the aid
of His children can it be overcome, even in ages.

As before suggested, each of these, althouzh ap-
parently, antipodes, have some scriptual basie, and
sve believe, when properly arranged, ave in harmony
with each other.

We will now look at the Bible ; first at a dark
picture, then at a brighter one. Here we find that
though little light was given as to man’s salvation
and future happiness at the first unfolding of the
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lan, even that little was not given to the world at
arge-—~the masses—but to a few Patriarchs, amoag
whom were Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. These were clhwosen,—elected,—not alone
from the world, but from among the other members
o< their families, as it is wriiten : “Jacob have I
loved, Esau have I hated.”’ [loved less.ij Isaacalone
of all of Abraham’s children was the child of prom-
ise. Of Abraham it is written, **Thee only have I
chosen of all thy father’s house.”

At Jacob’s death, the principle of election changes,
but the fact remnins. All of Jucob’s children are
thereafter recognized as God’s representatives,—His
church, or people. There on his death bed, the old
patriarch blesses each of his sons and gives to Judah
the sceptre,—symbol of nationality,—suying : “The
Sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his fcet, until Shiloh come.”” This
was fulfilled to the letter. Thattribe represented the
nation until Christ came. To this one nation God
gave the Law,in which was shadowed forth the Gos-
pel. This shadowy light, the Law, was given to no
other nation or people ; it was exclusively to Israel,
as we read : “Youonly, have I known of all the farn-
ilies of the earth.” We will therefore designate this
the Jewish or Law ace.

At the death of Christ another change takes place.
The Law ends. IIemade an end of the Law, *nail-
ing it to the eross,” and introduced a new dispensa-
tion,—the gospelof grace, under the law of the Spir-
it. Thia is not restricted to one nation, as was the
Jaw, but is free toall, to be “preached in all the World,
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for a witness’’ before this ageends. (Matt. 24: 14).
But although we are to know no difference in our pre-«
sentation of it to all people, God has been guiding
and directing its course. Under chat dircction, we
of Europe aud America, have becen more favored than
the inhabitants of other parts of theearth. Why did
the lizht of ‘truth and salvation, started by our Lord
and Mis apostles in Palestine, travel nothward and
wesward through Europe and America, rather than
southward and eastward through Africa and Asia ?
Did it happen so ? oh no! Our Fatheris at the helm;
He is cuiding Ilis truth.

True, now Lhe bibleis published in the language of
every nation. It is now being ‘“*preached toevery na-
tion ”* : (not individual) but this we may say, has ali
been done during the present century. Yet to-day,
four out of five of the inhabitants of earth know not
that Jesus died for them. Ierc is a sense in which
God is even now electing. Iec elected to send the
gospel to you and me and our fathers, and He chose
not to send it to yonder Hottentot and his fathers.
But says one, God works by instrumentalities. IHe
has been wanting His people to come to the work,
and by giving of the money and talents which Heso
freely bestowed on us, we may, through missions,
which Ile will bless, have the privilege of being co-
workers with Him.

To much of this we can heartily assent. We be-
lieve that through us God is working ; that He is
pleased with our zeal in His service. But we can-
not for one moment suppose that the eternal welfare
of four-fifths of the human family is made to depend
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entirely upon the zeal and liberality of the other one-
fifth. No! No! ! TheGod of love, is not experi-
menting at the expense of the eternal happiness of
the great mass of 1is creatures.

We see, then. thatin some sense God has so far
been electing the church. But why. He must
have a purpose and object in so doing. He has a plan,
and doubtless it is far greater and grauder than ever
entered into the heart of man to conceive. What
saith the scriptures ?

In the promise of God to Abraham: “In thee and in
thy secd shall al{ the families of the earth be blessed,”’
God’s plan and purpose is stated in one scntence.

aul, in an inspired comment upon this promise,
(Gal. 3), says, ** He saith not to seeds, as of any,
but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ.” Is
it Christ Jesus individually that is here referrved to as
the one seed? No; the upostle continues (vs. 20)
if ye [the church] be Christ’s, then are yc Abra-
bam’s seed, and heirs according to the promise, (as
originally made to Abraham).  We learn that God
bad us comprehended in Ilis plan when speaking to
Abraham. XNot only Christ Jesus, the head of this
seed, but they that are Christ’s—the little Hock—as
members of His body : and this one seed will not be
complete until the last member of that body is per-
fected. This thought is maintained threughout the
Epistles—Christ, ¢ the head of the body, the church.”
(Col.1: 18, Eph.1:923;4:12:35:25-32 ICor.
12:12,27. Rom. 12: 5, ete.) The figure is carried
yet further, We, Iis disciples, are spoken of as
filling up the measure of Christ’s sufferings, (Col
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1:24. IICor.1:5. II Tim. 2:10.) And we have
the promise, ¢ that if we suffer with Him, we shall
also reign with Him.”

The promise, to which we are heire, declares that
when this seed is complete, all nations= shall he blessed
in it. A promise made away back in Eden, that the
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head,
crush evil and sin, is another to which we are joint-
heirs. But did not Jesus do this—Dbruise Satan—

when he died ? No; the death of Christ and the
subsequent persccution of the church are the **bruis-
ing of the hecl’”” Paul says, ¢ Satanis to be bruised
shortly under the feet of the church,”’--head and
hody, (Rom. 16 : 20). Again, the same thought is
expressed under the figure of

THE BRIDE AXND BRIDEGROOIL

The church is represented as a chaste Virgin, es-
poused to Clrist (II Cor. 11 : 2). As such we ave
now betrothed, and have received the seal of that
engacement,—the first fruits of the Spirit. Not
warrred, not the bride yet, but waiting and longing
for that union with the Bridegroom. When He
went away ITe said, ¢ I will come aguin aud receive
you unto myself. He expressed it =0 in the parable
of the “ Ten Virgins” When * the Dridegroom
came, they that were ready wentinto the marriage.”
There and then we shall eater upon the full realiza-
tion of the ¢ things which God hath in reservation
for those that love Him.”

All, we presume, will asvee with us, when we say,
that no matter how much cr:joyment we have prior to
the resurrection, we certainly” wait until then for the
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full measure. The whole church or body is complete
before the final rewards are given. Hence, when
recounting the ancient worthies, the Apostle says:
(Heb. 11 : 39, 40), ** They received not the promises
that that they without us should not be made per-
fect.” And, of Tlimself, when about to die, He
said, *“ I have fought a good fight....henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righieousness,
which the Lord, the rightcous Judge, shall give me
at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them,
also, that love His appearing.” (II Tim.4: &).
True, we now have and enjoy many blessings in
Christ. Now we have the peace that the world can
neither give nor take away. But all this is but a
foretaste ; the weight of glory comes over there.
We now, in a certain sense, have begun our oilice,
a3 Kings and Priests, conquering self and the lusts
of the flesh, and ¢ offering up spiritual sacritices un-
to God ;" but it is only in the same sense that we
are now spoken of as being risen with Christ, and
seated with Him in heavenly places. By faith in
His promises we anticipate the glory and the rest
that remains ; and although beset with triuls and
troubles in life, we huve a peace to which the world
is a stranger.

When the Lord promises, sayving, “To him that
overcometh, 1 will give to sit with mein my throne,”
and * to him that overcometh I will give power over
the nations.”” does He mean it 2 Is he to * sit on the
throne of His glory 2”7 Will He take to Himself His
great power and reign over the nations? Surely,
His word caunot fuil ; it will be as real a reign over
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the nations for us--the church—as for Him. God
gave “ Christ to be the head over the body ;»’ and
“ He that hath freely given us Christ, will He not
with Him also freely give ns all things®? Yea, ver-
ily, brethren, we have not realized ** our high-calling
which is of God in Christ Jesus.”” We are called
to sonship of God, and not this alone, but to be
oint-heirs with Christ Jesus our Lord. This is the
fittle company whom God saw away back in Eden,
through whom He- is shortly to bruise Satan and
“Dbless all the families of the earth.” It is this
company to wiom Peter refers, (dcts 15: 14)
saying, *‘ God did wisit the Geutiles to take out
of thew a people for His name.”” We are the Vir-
gin, soon to reccive the name of our Lord, “ a new
name that no man knoweth save he that receiveth
it‘”

It was for thess Jesus prayed: (John 17) «“I
pray not for the wordd” but for them thou hast
given me, and ** pot for these only but all them
also which shall belizze or me through their word,
“ that they ali may be one in me.?” Thisoneness and
unity the Lord did not expect in this present time.
He says He came to bring division. Consequently
He is not disappointed nor thwarted in His plans.
In the parable of wheat and tares, He tells us that
the enemy would sow tares among the wheat, and
they look so much alike that we cannot separate them.
“Let both grow together until the harvest—the
harvest is the end of the world ”’ [aion—age] then He
will have them separated by angels. :

Yet, as Jesus says*‘the Father heareth me always,*’
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we may know that at some time they all will be one in
Him. When ? At the resurrcction, when we are
united to our lead, beeoming the **cne secd,” 2t the
“marringe when we are wunited to the Dridecroom and
they twain become ONE.  But aithough this prayer
was mainly for the church, yet Jesus loved the whole
world. Yes, he died for the World, and they havea
lace in this prayer. But notice where. He prays
for the churchi tirst, that they all may be made onc in
Him; then the object of the urion is**that the world
may believe.”” But the believing of. an:l praver for,
the World, is zfter the marriage of the chaste Virgin.
For this marriage, “we ourselves, that have the firat-
fruits of the spirit, groan within ovrselves waiting
for the adoptivn, to wit: the redemption of our
body” ; this cne body of which we each are mem-
bers.

‘When we (the gospel church,) are redeemed, is
God’s plan uccomplished ? No. It isvnly begun.
It is agrandet, a more loliy plan.  Not only do we

oan for this coustmmation, but we have seen from
our Lord’s yaruver that the world has aninterest in ir,
and Paul pesitively asserts,that *the whole creation
groancth and travaileth in pain toguther.” Wha
are they expecting ? Certainly not what we ave look-
ing for. They do not expect to form part of the
body. No: ' the earnest expectation of the cresture,
waited for the manifestation of the sons of God.,”
(Rom. §: 1) NotSon of God. but sons. “*Be-
lcved, now are we the sous of God.”

What interest has the world in our manifestation
or shining furth ?  Simply this,—Until we are mani-
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fested although we are the “‘light of the world,”” and it
is blessed by This’ light, which we are to let “3o0 shine
that men may ff!ont ¥ Our Fatler in heav en,” yet how
much more will it be blessed, when we * shine forth
as the sun in the Kingdom ”——when separated fromn
the world as well as from the tares in the hurvest.
(Matt. 13 : 43.) If we now are a blessing to the world
as light-bearers, poor and weak though that light oft-
en be, are we surprised that the hope of the world
is this shining forth of the chiurch? Paul tells us
why they w: ait and groan for our manifestation. ¢ Be-
cause the creatuve itself also shall be delivered from
the boudage of corruption into the glorious liberty of
the sons of God.” Thatis, when the church has been
delivered from the pteeent condition — subject to
death—the bondage of corruptiun, then the world at
large will have an opportunity in the same direction,

—%that the world way believe ”” and as many as do
so * shall be deliveredintothe glotious liberty of the
sons of God.” Sous, but not joint-heirs. This will
be the only distinclion betwecn them and us—the
cospel church.

trod loves all his creatures, not because we love
Him, but from pure benevolence. “God so loved the
world’”? — while we were {'e!: sinners. But He is a
God of order. Ile has a plan,and is carrying it out.
During the past six thousand years, He has been gel-
ting re.ld) y—preparing the mstxum&.ntnht\ through
which to bless the Wordd. The time scems long To
us mortals, but not so with Him who is from ever-
lasting to ev eriastingz.

This ¢ little ock 7 who receive the Kingdom are
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but “the first-fruits unto God of His.creatures. (Jas.
1:18 Rev.14: 4) If theveisa first-fruits there
must of necessity, be more of a harvest, els¢ the lan-
uage is senseless. Eph. 2: 7, declares the object of
od ir our salvation to be, “That in the azes to come
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace.”

But let us follow the church,—the first-fruits, We
Iast saw her as the chaste virgin going into the mar-
riage, when the bridegroom came. We next Liearthe
great voice of amultitude saying (Rev. 19 : 7.) ¢ Let
us be glad and rejoice and give honor to God, for the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. We have heard of the marriage—
listen ! the ancel says to Johm (Rev. 21: 90, 10).
“Come hither, I will show thee the Bride, the Lamb’s
wife.” We waunt tosee her, let us follow. *‘And he
showed me that great city, the Ioly Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God.”” Are we to
understand that this city is a symbolic representation
of the church ? Yes, just as in another symbol she
is the +Temple of God.”” Dut what of the precious
stones of whichitis built ? These are the same as
the stones of the spiritual Temple ; i. e., living stones,
—the same that Paul speaks of as “Precious stoues”
(1 Cor. 3. 12), or the jewels of Mal. 3: 17.

When this city *“ shines ™ the nations will walk in
the light of it. Now they are blest by the feeble
light of the church ; then they will walk in the per-
fect light which will shine from her. (Rev.21: 24)
There tlows a river—from under the throne—a riv-
er of the water of life.”” Not the ordinary kind of
water. No, thisis “water of life,” the kind the Lord



OUR LORD'S RETURN. 17

promised to give us, and which e does give now to
every one begotten. It shall be in you a well of wa-
ter.” This kind of water would not flow in a nat-
ural river bed, but this same sort is bere brought to
our view as flowing a broad, deep, mighty river. No
longer the little well, no longer coutined to the few,
the ** little flock,” but ** whosvever will’’ may j'artake
of it {freely. There the Spirit and the Bride will say
come, and he that heareth will say come. It will be
free to all. But, notice when, it is in the new
heavens and new earth, (Rev. 21: 1)—in the pext
dispensation. The church is not the Bride now, but
a chaste Virgin, When she iy munrried—united—she
will be the Uride, and then it is that she suys cume
to whosoever will

Oh, can we not pray from tl.e depths of ourhearts,
come, Lord Jesus! come quickly! Shall we not,
since we and all creation wait for it, rejoice at the
sound of the Dridegroom’s voice, as He nears our
dwelling? We do rejoice and Jift up our heads,
knowing that our redemption draweth nigh,

This is a glorious pruspect for both the church and
the world. But how about those who died, not hav-
ing heard the name of Jesus, who did not enjoy the
privileges of light ? Must these all suffer the loss of
eternal life and happiness with not even an op:portun-
ity to lay hold on it ? Must they all go to hell, sim-
ply because they lived before God’s plan had so far
developed as to embrace them ?  Or, shall we go to
the other extreme and say, God will save all those
who have mever had light and truth ? 1f this be
true, we have made a great mistake in sending mis-
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sionaries with this light to the heathen. We know
that when it is presented to them they do not all re-
ceive it and become christians, and if in ignorance
they would all be saved, we not only do them a posi-
tive injury but waste numbers of valuable lives and
millions of money. And further, if God can consist-
ently give these eternal life without a trial, or proba-
tion, why did He not give us all as good n lot, and
save us all withoyt our coming into the present pro-
bationary condition ; or why did He not kindly leave
us all in the dark, and thus save all ?

Neither of these lines of human reasosing will
stapd the test. We must see what God’s plan-book,
the Bible, has to say on the subject. Dut first let us
take a glance backward, and see about what propor-
tion of our fellow creatures have a personal interest
in the matter. We have seen that during the first
2100 years ouly a few Patriarchs were chosen. This
brings us down to the time that the nation of Israel
became God’s representatives, at the death of Jacob,
the last patriarch. Of all others Paul declaves, **death
reigned from Adam till Moses,””—or, until the Law,
which was given to but one people; and or these
only a very few were saved; only those who could rise
above the type and discern the antitype. The value
of the Law in saving men may be gathercd from
St. Paul’s teachings. e says—** that no man is
justitied by the Law is evident.” (Gal. 3: 11.) *“By
the deeds of the Law there shall no tlesh be justitied
in His {God’s] sight.”” (Rom. 3:20.) *For if
righteousness come by the Law, then Christ is dead
in yain.” (Rom. 2: 21.) *“If the Law given could
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have given life, verily righteousness should have
been by the Law.” (Rom. 3: 21.) ‘For the Law
made nothing perfect.”” (Heb. 7:19.) ‘¢ Where-
fore then serveth the Law ? It was added because
of transgressions, till the Seed should come, to whom
the promise was made.” (Gal. 3: 19.) That is,the
seed of Abraham not the fleshly descendants, for
says Paul, “ the children of the flesh, these are not
the children of God : but the children of the promise
are counted for the seed.”” (Rom. 9:8) Chil-
dren of faith, Christ, and the church. (Gal.3 : 29.)

Thus we learn that nearly all of the ¢ jittle tlock”
is being gathered during the gospel age. To-day,
about one individual in tive knows that Christ Jesus
died for him. Until the present century, and during
the dark ages, probably one in forty knew it. A fair
calculation of the numbers who have unever heard
the Gosyel, from Creation to the present time, wounld
he about 120,060,000,600 souls.

Whether wec cun understand God’s dealings or not
we may rest assured, ‘“ the God of all the earth will
do right.” But we are anxious to have the matter
cleared up, if it can be, from God’s word. For,
unquestionably, the facts alteady obtained from
the Bible appear to clash directly with some of the
plainest staterents of Scripture. Tor instance, we
read of Jesus, thisis the true light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.” How shall we
understand such a statement ? Thousands of mil-
lions have not even heard of Him. Are we certain
that hearing of Christ is essential ? May they not
be saved by living up to the light of nature ? It is



20 OUR LORD’S RETURN.

certain that they must hear of Christ before salva.
tion, for, says Paul, ‘“ How shall they believe on Him
of whom they have not heard ?”?

The counditions of salvation are *“Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Again,
¢there is no other name given under heaven or
among men, wherebz we must be saved.” Mugt; if
saved at all, it must be tn Him. If they could even
do by nature many things contained in the Law, we
have seen that “ the Law could not give life ;? “for
by the deeds of the Law shall no man be justified.”
Again we read, ¢ Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
tasted death for every man.” Butif they never hear
of it, and are never benefited by it, how can it be
said to be ** for every man "’ Again, * There is one
God and one mediator between God and men, the
man Cbrist Jesus : who gave Himself « ransom for
all ; to be testified in due time.”

Ah! here we have it. God is a God of order. He
bas a ¢ due time for everything He does, and when
His * due time’’ comes, it will be testified to all men
that ¢ Christ died for the ungodly.” Thattrue light
shall yetlighten every man that ‘ever came into the
world. It certainly was not KHis plan to have it tes-
tified to them in the ages past, else it would have
been done. But it will be testified in due time.

Now we see a meaning in the statement, *‘ As in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” 1 know that that these are texts used by
Universalists, (but I am not a Universalist), but
shall we not use them simply because they do § No ;
‘¢ all Scripture....is profitable.”” This is the time
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‘ of restitution of all things,” mentioned by Peter,
(Acts 3: 21) of which he says ¢ God hath spoken by
the mouth of all the holy prophets since the worid
began. This is not for the church, but for the world.
The church gets something far better than a restitu-
tion. The whole human family get back in the second
Adamall they lostin the first Adam. They did not lose
eternal life or a spiritual existencein the first Adam,
for he was a probationer for these himself, and as a
stream cannot rise higher than the fountain we could
not lose more through his disobedience than he pos-
sessed. There are two lives*—natural and eternal;
and two deaths, temporal and eterpal. He lost nat-
ural life and obtained temporal death. Consequent-
ly the restitution through Christ would only give to
t{e world natural life and a natural body, at their
restitution, such as Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter had
when brought to life again. Of the church—the
dead in Christ, at His coming—alone it is said,
¢ Sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body.”” All
others rise fleshly, natural bodies and liable to die
dgain.

The Law contains no higher promise than that of
natural life. ¢ That thy days may be long upon the
land ;" and no threatening more severe than tempo-
ral death. They ¢ that disobeyed were to be stoned
or thrust through with a dart.”” Eternallifc or death
are not mentioned in it. The Jews had an idea of a
future life in Christ’s day, but not from the law. The

*We of courserecognize ths fact that in the Scriptures both
Life and Death are used metaphorically,
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heathen had an idea also without any revelation,—
simply a guess. For *“Christ brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gospel.” (II Tim.
1:10.) If he brought it to light, it was not brought
to light by Moses,

e find the matter clearly stated in Rom. 5 : 18,
19 ; *“as by the offense of one [Adam] judgment
came upon all men to condemnation ; [death] even
sc¢, by the righteousness of cne, the free ¢ift came
upon «ll men unto justification of life ; for as by one
man’s [ Adam’s] disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of one [Christ] shall many
be made righteous,” (i. e., justitied to lifc as above).

They rise simply to have during the nmillennial age
what we have had during our lifetime, viz. : To hear
of the love of God and death of Jesus for them,
and to have an opportunity to accept of Him. They
will not all receive Him, for we read of * a great
company beiny cast into the lake of fire. the second
death ;’ even at the eud of this miilennial age (Rev.
20 : 9), when they have had a knowledge of the
truth, which will then have been testitied to every
mAan.

Now we can understand I Tim. 9:10. * We trust
in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, es-
pecially of those that believe’’ All men arc to be
saved from all they lost in Adam: while those that
believe—the church—have an especiul salvation—the
eternal.

Not a second chance ; it cannot be another or a
second chan:c unless they have had one, and we
have just found that so far the masses have had
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none; no! We advocate no second-chance for any
man, but refer to Heb. 6: 4, 6, and 10 : 26, 28—1£
we sin wilfully, turn our backs upon God’s salvation
and the blood of the covenant, after we have receiv-
ed the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no
more a sacrifice for such. Christ died once for all,
and it will be testified once, but He will die a second
time for no one. ¢ He dieth no more.”

To the justice and mercy and love of this plan of
God, when realized, we think the church and world
can say ‘ Amen. True and righteous are thy judg-
ments, Lord God Almighty.”” It makes a harmony
out of the various, heretofore conflicting texts of
scripture ; we can see, now, how and why some were
chosen orelected in Christ ; how and when Ged is
no respecter of persons, and the grace for all who
will receive it with ample place for all the scripture
supposed to teach universal eternal salvation, and
with it all, begin to see a depth and scope to God’s
plan we never before dreamed of. With Cowper we
would say— '

* Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for tlis grace ;

Behind a frowning countenance
He bides a smiling face.

“ His purposea will ripen fast,
Uofolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.”

When will this grand, glorious age of restitution
begin ? DPeter says, at the coming of the Lord ;
* whom the heavens must receive until the times of
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by
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the mouth of all His boly prophets sincs the world
began.” (Acts3: 21) We read of the restoration
of Isriel aud other mations in Jeremiah, Isaiah, and
the minor prophets : and also of the earth being re-
stored to E:denic beauty, when the wilderness shall
blossom a3 the rose, &c. ; and the church, in general,
believe in the restoration of a living remnant of Is-
rael to their own land and to God’s favor, but as a
rule they have never thought of the.prophecy em-
bracing the dead as well as the living, and other na-
tions as well as Isrnel. But these things are men-
tioned in the same Bible.

In Ezekiel 39 : 21-29, God tells iow He has cast
off Israel into captivity for their sins ; and * there
fell they all by the sword ;” (v. 23) but Ile promis-
es to bring the whole house back into their own
land. Then speaking of the gathering as accom-
plished, e says, ** I have gnthered them into their
own land, and left none of them any more there”
(v. 2°). They fell by the sword, died, and He
brought them all back again into their owa land.

But Israel was a peculiarly favored people, says
one. We remember Paul apeaks of their restitntion
in Rom. 11: 25 te end. (Read carefully.) ¢ They
are beloved for the father’s sakes ;”’ therefore, they
are all concluded in unbelief that God may have
mercy upon all, and they are to  obtain [this] mercy
through your [the church’s] mercy.”” Perhaps this
restitution refers only to this people: not to all na-
tions. Duvid says : * All nations which thou hast
made shall come and worship before thee;” EChrist]
Numbers of nations never yet worshipped, either
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from love or fear. The Sodomites were such a na-
tion. Let us consider their case next. Swurely, they
were a sample of the ungodly ; there was no special
favor of God ever manifested toward them as a peo-
ple, neither was there any remnant of themn left,
when God rained * fire and brimstone from heaven
and destroyed them all.”? And yet, of these Sodom-
ites we read, (Exek. 16: 48 to G3) that Israel shall re-
turn to her former estate at the same time that Sodom
and Samaria return to theit former estate (vs. 53 and
55). In verses 49 and 50 we are told what Sodom’s
sin was ; and, says the Lord, ** I took them away as
1 saw gnod.”” le saw good to take them away with-
out their coming to a knowledge of Christ; it was
not due time for that to be testified ; but it will be in
the future. God proposes to bring them back to
their former estate ; what they lost by sin and death
entering the world throngh the tirst Adam is to be re-
stored in the second, and they will have the same o
portunity thut he had, and better, in that the old
serpent, the devil, Satan will be bound [or evil re-
strained] that he may deceive the nations no more
until the thousand years are expired. DButsmne one,
not yet satisfied, says, perhaps God is speaking ironi-
cally, and means that he would as soon think of
bringing Sodom and Samaria back as Israel. ¥riend,
read catefully vs. 60-63,and you will po longer
think so ; remember also that Sodom had been de-
stroyed nearly a thousand years before this prophecy
was made.

This helps us to understand—** God is His ownp in-
terpreter’’~—what Jesus meant when He saidit would
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be more tolerable for Sodom in the day of judgment
than for the Jews whomn He addressed ; Fle declares
that if the same mighty works had been done in
Sodom, she would have repented long ago. Well,
Lord, why were such mighty works not done there,
go that they had repented ? It was not their due
time; they were not on trizl. In (their day of trial,
when they are on probation for eternal life) their
¢ day of judgment™ (not a 2+-hour day, but the mil-
lennial or ju&gment age) they will fare better thdn
the Jews—have fewer stripes. ¢It will be more
tolerable for Sodom in the day of judgment than
for you.”

All must be judged or tried, and * judgment must
begin at the house of God’’—the church. It did.
Christ, the head, was tried in all points, yet without
sin. We, the members of that house, are now on
trial. We will not come into the judgment—or trial
with the woild. ¢ We shall not come into condem-
nation, (judgment—Kirisis) but are passed from death
unto life ;” becausc of faith we are covered by
Christ’s righteousness ; because of the blood of
Christ, our Paschal Lamb. sprinkled on our hearts
and having th\t Lamb in us, we, the first burn, are
passed over.

But after the House, a!l the world will come into
trial for life (judgment, Krisix). Those who accept
of God’s conditions will be delivered from the bond-
age of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the
sons of God, (Rom. 8: 21) ; those who wiil not have
:ihe gift of God must die the second, the eternal

eath.
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When the world is on trial we shall be the judges;
for, * know ye not that the saints shall ju&ge the
world ?” Itis here that the parable or the sheep
and goats is Inid, when the son of man shall sit on
the throne of Flis glory. Itis during the millennial age
that He does sit on the throne of His glory ; and the
overcomers sit with Him in the throne. Then before
Him are gathered all nations, and the sheep will be
separated from the goats ; they do not stand in rows
nor all at once any more than the church has while
she has been on trial ; the separating being a gradu-
al work dependent upon their acceptance or rejection
of God’s grace and truth. The things of their past
lives for which they must answer being inasmuch as
ye have or have not done unto ¢ the least of these
my brethren”’ (the church seated in the throne).

We conclude, then, that it was necessary that evil
should enter the world, so that by contact with it
and its results-—-misery and death—we might forever
know good from evil. In no other way, perhaps,
could God so fully make known to Ilis creatures EHis
various attributes—justice, mercy, love. etc.

In the age which ended with the flood, God meas-
urably left inankind to themselves,without law or con-
trol. In the results —degeneracy and corruption,
demonstrating to us, that unassisted our tendency is
downward. During the Jewish age, the law was
given—not to give life, * For the Law could notgive
life” but to show them and us how far short we come
of perfection, even at our best ; that so we might
realize the necesssity of salvation asa * gift of God”
which we could not merit by the works of the Law.
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It was given ¢ because of transgression until THE
SEED should come’ (Gal. 3 : 19 and 29). It was
simply a system of types. ete., *“a shadow of good
things to come’—the gospel,—and served as “ a
schoolmaster to [educate] bring us to Christ,”” in
whom alone we can receive eternal life. This brings
us to the Gospel Age, when although the scope of
the Law—in spirit, is broader, deeper and more com-
prehensive than the letter, yet we can be justified
through faith ; ¢ For what the Law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His
own son in the likeness of sinful tiesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh ; that the righteousness
of the Law might be fultilled in us who walk not
after the flesh, but after the spirit.” (Rom. §: 3+.)

All these various parts of God’s great plan we
find working in harmony with each other, and with
His own nature. In no other way could our minds rec~
ognize the justice of God in utterly destroying many
nations before Israel-—men, women and children—
except that He “ slew great Kkings, for His mercy
endureth forever.”” ¢ He overthrew Iharaoh and
his host, for His mercy endureth forever.” Yes, the
fact that ¢ His mercy endureth forever’ explains all
this ; and it is twenty-six times repeated in this 136th
Psalm. Now we can realize more fully than
ever before, His wondrous love ; and as we kneel
alone before Him we can feel that Heis worthy of all
homage and worship, for not only ** God is Love” and
¢ His mercy endureth forever,” but when our sub-
stitute tasted death for all, * He is just to forgive.”
Ourfeelings are well expressed by 5t. Paul, when writ-
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ing on the same subject (Rom. 11: 33)—* O, the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God ; how unscarchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out! For who hath
known the mind of the Lord ?”

Truly the plan of God does show us the object of
our Lord’s return. He comes to organize the one
seed by which Satan is to be bruised—evil restrained
and in which * all the kindreds of the earth shall be
blessed.”

He comes to glorify or set up His kingdom—the
church—that as we have ¢ suifered with Him we
may also reign with Him.”” * That the saints of the
Most High may take the kingdom under the whole
heavens and possess it forever.”” In taking posses-
sion, it ** consumes and breaks in pieces all these
kingdoms [not the people but the governments] and
it shall stand forever.?’ “Wait ye upon me, saith the
Lord, for my determination is to gather the nations
that I may assemble the kingdoms to pour upon them
mine indignation, even all my tierce anger, for the
whole earth shall be devoured with the FIRE of my
Jjealousy. For then will I turn to the people a pure
language that they may all call upon the name of
the Lord to serve Him with one consent.” (Zeph.
3 ; 8). This chastisement of the worid is not be-
cause God takes- pleasure in human suffering, for
¢ He doth not willingly afflict the children of men,”’
but for their good ; and it is gratifying to learn
that ¢ when the judgments of the Lord are abroad
in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness.”” 'When He hath made wars to
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cease unto the ends of the earth, by the dcsolations
which IT¢ hath made. (Ps. 46: 8,10). When He
has established His kingdom ; thea * peace shall
flourish.”” ¢ Nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war:uny more.” Now
*The devil is the prince of this world.” Jesus said,
¢ My kingdom is not of this world,’” but when ¢ He
shall take unto Him His great power and reign.”
when “ the kingdom {5 the Lord’s and He is the
Governor umony the nations ; [theu. and not till then]
all the ends of the world shall remember and turn
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations
shall worship Him.”

He comes now as *“ the desire of all nations.” At
the first advent there was no beauty in }im that
they should desire Him.

He comes to bring about the great restitution
whicls was so beautifully represented and shadowed
forth under the Law in “ the year of Jubilee,” in
which every man was restored to ali His possessions,
and to persounl liberty. (Lev. 25: 13.) The mil-
lennial reign is the great antitypical jubilee, (the
substance which cast the shadow in the Law) in
which every man will have restored to him in the
second Adum just what he lost in the first Adam,
and have an opportunity to know God and to learn of
that only name by which they can be saved—Jesus
who tasted deathfor every mun, to be testilied in due
time. Then the wilderness and the solitary place
shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom as
the rose, thie glory of Lebanon shall be given unte
it, they shall see the glory of the Lord and the ex-
cellency of our God. (Isaiah $5: 1, 2.)
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Now we all suffer from the sin of Adam, and the er-
rors of our ancestors, even the innocent babe of an
bour old, but ** In thosé they shall say no more, the
fathers have eaten a sour grape and the children’s
teeth are set on edge ; but every one shall die for
his own iniquity : every man that eateth the sour
grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.”” * The soul
that sinneth, it shall die.”” (Jer. 31: 29, 30 ; Ezek.
18: 3.

Shal)l we not, then, take up the strain which em-
gloyed the apostles and prophets of old! Will the

ope of the coming of the DBridegroom, which in-
spired with zcal the early church, not now energize
us to strive for the prize of our high calling which is
of God, in Christ Jesus? Verily He that hath this
hope in him puriticth himself. (I John 3: 3)
Lift up your Leads, desponding Pilgrims,
Give to the winds your needless fears ;

He, who hath died on Culvary’s mouotajn,
Soon i3 to reigo a thousand years,

Tell the whole world these blessed tidiugs,
Speak of the time of rest that's near ;

Tell the oppressed of every nation,
Jubilee lasts a thousand years.

What if the clouds do for 2 moment,
Hide the blue sky where moro appears

8oon the glad sun of prumise given,
Riges to shine a thousand yesrs,

A thousand years earth’s coming glory,
'Tis the glad day so lung foretold ;

'Tis the bright morn of Zion's glory,
Prophets foresaw in times of old.
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CHAPTER 1II.

THBFE MANNER OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING.

Having considered the object of our Lord’s re-
turn, the manner in which He will come Lecomes to
all ** who love Llis appearing”’ one of great iutervest,
and invites your attention. The reader willi please
bear in mind that the subject is here treate:l abstracts
ly, without the lenst reference to the time of the
event, whether it be nigh, even at the door, or thou-
eands of years future ; aud further, that there pages
were not written for the world, but for ¢ the howe-
hold of fuith” for those who accept the Bible as
God’s word, and * who by reason of use have their
senses exercised.” (lfeb.5: 14.) Experience has
proven what Scripture so plainly declares, viz. : that
“ the natural man receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God ;” he can understand the arguments
but ** they are foolishuess unto him. Neithercanhe
know them lecause they are spiritually discerued.”
(ICor.2: 14)

In order thuat we may have a good foundation, and
as a basis for further investigation, we will tirst em-

uire, what is a spiritual body ?—what powers are
theirs, and by what laws are they governed? We
are here met by the objections—we have no right to
pry into the hidden thingsof God ; and, * Eye hath
not seen, cur heard, neither have eutered into the
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beart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for those that love him.”” To beth of these proposi-
tions we assent, but believe we cannot find out by
studying God’s word—and our investigation will be
confined to it—what He has not revealed. The
above quotation of scripture, (I Cor. 27 8) rc-
fers to the natural or camal man, and by reading
it, in connection with the three verses following it,
the objection vanishes ; for, says the apostle, ¢ God
hath revealed them unto us hy His spirit,”” which
was given to us that ** we might know the things free-
Iy given unto us of God;” and in the last clause of
vs. 13, he gives us the rule by which we may know,
viz. ; ¢ Comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”
We are very apt to invert this rule and compare spir-
itual things with natural, and thus get darkness in-
stead of light. Let us now use the apostle’s rule.

There is a spiritual body as well as a natural body;
an heavenly as well as an earthly body ; a celestial
as well as a terrestrial. They are distinct and sepa-
rate. (I Cor.15: 33-49.) We know what the flesh-
ly—natural body is, for we now have such a one ; it
is flesh, blood and bones ; for * that which is born
of the flesh is flesh,’” and as there are two kinds of
bodies, we know that the spiritual is not composed
of flesh hlood and bones, whatever it is made of. It
is a spiritual body, and * that which is boru of the
spirit is spirit.” But as to what material a spiritual
body is made of, we know not, for it doth not yet
appear what we shall be ; but we shall be like Him.?
{Christ]

Angels are spiritual bodies. Christ was raised
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from the dead a spiritual body ; this was His second
birth. TFirst, born of the flesh a fleshly body-—for,
¢ as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
He also himself likewise took part of the same.”
(Heb. 2: 14) He was “ Put to death in the flesh
but quickened [made alive] by the Spirit.”? He was
raised a spiritual body. This resurrection was Ilis
second birth. He was the ¢ first born* from the
dead,’” ¢ the tirst-born among many brethren.”” The
church are those brethren and wiil have a second
birth of the same kind as His, viz. : to spiritual bod-
ies by the resurrection, when we shall arise in His
likeness—being made * Like unto Christ’s glorious
body.”” Bat, this second birthf must be preceded
by a begetting of the spirit-—counversion—jitst as
gurely as a birth of the flesh is preceded by a beget-
ting of the flesh. Begotten of the tlesh—born of
the flesh—in the likeness of the first Adam, the
earthy ; begotten of the spirit—in the resurrection
born of the spirit into the likeucss of the heavenly,
the second Adam. ¢ As we-have borne the imayge
of the earthly we shall also bear the image of the

*The first raised a spiritunl bedy. Lazarus and others
arvose, mataral, fleshily Lodies and Jdied again. The next to
be rtillsed spiritual bodies are ** They that ure Christ's at tiis
coming.”

¢ 1The words transinted begotten. begat and dorn in our English

Bibles, are all represented by the one word in the Grevk,

Genero ; consequicntly we must judsze as to which is the

proper word, by tho conneetion in which. we {ind it. “ Now

are we the Sous of tiod ;' although not yet bornt, we are be-
(lattgn sons ; so in the natural the embryo is & son before
rth.
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heavenly.” All who are begotten of the spirit are in
a sort of embryo condition waiting for the birth. The
head [Christ] has been born ; we are waiting for the
adoption, to wit : the redemption of the hody ; and,
“the whole creation greans and travails in pain,”’
waiting for the birth of the church of the first-born.
We hopd, then, by examining factsarecorded of angels
and of Christ atter ilis resurrection to gain generai
information with regard to spiritual bLodies ; thus
* comparing spiritual things with epiritual.”

First, angels can be, and frequeuntly are, present,
yet invisible ; for, * the angel of the Lord encamp-
eth round about them that are His and delivereth
them ;” and **are they not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation ¥?  (lieb. 1: 14) Are you an heir of
salvation ? Then, doubtless, they have ministerd to
you ; have they ministered visibly or invisibly ? un-
doubtedly the latter.  Elisha is surrounded by a host
of Assyrians, his sexvant is fearful ; Elisha praved to
the Lord and the young man’s eyes were opened and
he saw the mountaius round about Elisha full of
chariots of fire and horsemen of fire [or like fire].
The Lord also when raised a spiritual body was pres-
ent but unseen for thirty-three days and forty nights
(only appearing seven times to kis disvipies).

Sceond, Augels can and have appeared as men.
The Lord and twoangze!ls appeared to Abraham, who
had a supper prepured for them, of which they ate.
At first, Abraham supposed them to be ¢ three men,”?
and it wus not until thiey were about to go that he
discovered one of thicin to be the Lord, and the other
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two angels, who afterward went down toSodom and
delivered Lot. (Gen.18: 1.) An angel appeared
to Gideon as a man, but afterward made himself
known. An angel appeared to Samson’s mother and
father ; they thought him a man until He ascended
up to heaven in the flame of the altar. (Judges 13-
£0.) - The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a
flame of fire : and, ¢ behold the bush burned, vet
was it not consumed.” The angel of the Lord ap-
peared to the children of I[srael in the wilderness as
a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. (Exo-
dus 13: 31 and 14: 19) And doubtless many simi-
dar cases will recur to the mind of the reader. In
some of these cases given, they appeared as men;
but ¢ the Lord is not a manf’ neither are angels
men.

Third, spiritual bodies are glorious in their normal
condition ; frequentlv spoken of as glorious and
bright. The couantenance of the angel who rolled
away the stone from the sepulchre * was as thelight-
aming.” Daniel saw a glorious spiritual body whose
eyes were as lamps of fire, his countenance as the
lightning, his armsand feet like in color to polished
brass, his voice as the voice of a multitude ; before
him Daniel fell as a dead man. (Daniel10: 6.)
John, on the isle of Patmos, saw Christ’s glorious
bedy, (Rev. 1: 14) and describes the appearance in
almost the same language—EHis voice was as the
sound of many waters, tlis eyes as lamps of fire,
Flis feet like tine brass as it burns in a furnace, (so
bright that you can scarcely look at it), John falls at
His feet as dead ; but He said to Him fear not; I
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am He that was dead ; behold I am alive forever-
more. Saul of Tarsus saw Christ’s glorious body.
It shone above the brightness of the sun at noonday.
Saul lost his sight and fell to the ground, &c.

We have thus far found spiritual bodies truly glo-
rious ; yet, without a miracle, cither the opening of
our eyes to sce them, or theirappearing in the flesh
as men, they are invisible. This conclusion is further
confirmed when we exainihe the more minute de-
tails connected with these manifestations. The Lord
was se2n of Saul alone, ¢ they that journeyed with
him....seeing no man.” (Acts9:7.) The men
that were with Daniel did not see the glorious being
he describes, but a great fear ¢ fell on them and they
ran and hid themselves.”” Again, this same glorious
being declares : (Daniel 10: 13) * The prince of
Persia withstood me one and twenty days.”’ ¢ Dan-
iel, the man greatly beloved’” of the Lord, falls as
dead Lefore this one whom Persia’s prince with-
stands one aund twenty days! How is this ? Surely,
He did not appear in glory to the prince ; no ; either
He was invisibly present with him, or else He ap-
peared as a man.

But Christ is also a spiritual body since His resur-
rection. Duriug the forty days of His presence be-
fore ascension, He appeared some seven or eight
times to His desciples ; where was e the remain-
der of the time ? Present, but invisible. Notice
also, that in each instance He is said to have appear-
ed, or e showed Himself, language never used of
Him before His change from a natural to a spiritual
body; now as angels He appeared. Not only so, but He
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appearcd in different bodies : as the gardener to Mary;
‘“after that, He appeared in unother FORM, to two of
them as they went into the country.” (Mark 16: 12.)
Afterwards He appeared in a body, either the same
or like the one crucified, having the marks of the
spear aud the nails. ** He came and stood in their
midst, the doors being shut.’® On these various occa-
sions tle oppeared, talked with them, then vanished
out of their sight us the wind : they could not tel
whence He came nor whither He went. * So is ev-
ery one that is born of the spirit.’”? When we are
born of the spirit, (at the resurrection) we can do so
also. Al spiritual beings exhibit this same power.
But Jesus said : “handle me ; for a spirit [pneuma]
hath not desh and bones, as ye see me have’” and Ile
ate with them. True: [ believe it. So did the an-

els [pncuima] (eb. 1: 7), appear as men in flesh and

ones ; they ate also ; their spiritual bodies did not
eat, nor were they flesh aud bones, but the body in
which they appeared was tlesh, and it ate. The dis-
ciples did not ~ee Chri-t’s ¢loriousspiritual body; but
as He appeared in a tleshly body. St Paul teuches
us distinctly that Chrict was raised from the dead a
life-giving spirit, [pnewma, the same word used by
our Lord.] (I Cor. 15: 44.43) DBut where did He
get the various bodies in which He appearcd ? [
cannot answer vou ; but I believe, and you do also,
other thinxs which we cannot understand. I eannot
understand kow that grain of wheat grows.  Yet I
know it does. I know net Aot Christ turned the wa-
ter into wine, ov healed the sick. or raised the dead.
Yet [ belicve that IHe did these things, Can you
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tell me where He zot the clothes He wore after His
resurrection? ‘¢ They parted IHis raiment among
them, and for His vesture they cast lots”’—the old
were gone, and the linen cloths lay in the sepulchre. Is
it more ditlicult for spiritual beings, with their pow-
ers, to create a covering of flesh than a covering of
cloth? No; the same power can and did do both
Thus we have found Christ’s spiritual body like
those of angels ; glorious, yet invisible to mortals,
with power to manifest the glory, or appear as 2 man
or in any form e may choose. In the resurrection
we shall be like the angels ; and ¢ like unto Christ’s
glorious body.” We shall be like Him ; for, [not
’til then] we shall see Him as He is,” for thouch we
have kuown Christ after the flesh, vet now hence-
forth know we Him no more.” [after the flesh.)
(IL Cor. 5: 16.) Such a spiritunl being was Christ,
at the time of 1lis ascension, and with what we have
learned of the powers of that spiritual body, we are
now, we hope, prepared to enquire : :

“ HOW WILL HE COME AGAIN 2V

Briefly stited, we believe the scriptures to
teach, that, at Ilis coming and for a time after Ile
has come, He will remain invisible ; afterward mani-
festing or showiug imself in judgments and vari-
ous forms, so that * every eye shall sce Him.)*»

*This scriptire does not necessarily teach that everyv eve
will see Him at the same moment. A sunilarstatementis macle
of the Resurrection. ** All that are in their graves hear the
voire of the Son of Man and come forth.” Takeun by itxelf
this scems to teach of the resurrection all at once. Yet weo
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“ Every eye shall see Him’’ as He will appear;
but ‘¢ without holiness no man shull see the Lord ™ as
Heis. “ We shall see Him «s He is, for we shall be
like Him.”

SOME OF TIIE SCRIPTURE PROOF.

¢ Behold, I come as a thiet'” is the way He fre-

quently spoke of His coming to His disciples. He
comes **as a thief” for the church — the waiting
virgios ; both * they that sleep in Jesus’”—the first
resurrection—and *“we, who are alive and remain,”
** shall be caught up 1o meet the Lord in the air; so
shall we ever Le with the Lord.”

‘¢ Forever with the Lord,

Amen, so let it be ;
Life from the dead is in that word,

"Tis immortality.”’
% In that day two shall be in the mill, two in the
field, two in bed ; one be taken and the other left”’—
like Enoch, who * was not, for the Lord took him.””
The world will go on with its affairs, unconscious of
the great changes of dispensation. But will they
not miss the church ? Somany? Nay, but so few
of the church. It is only the overcomers that sit on
the thfone. Itisbut a ‘¢ Little flock to whom it is the

learn that “ Blessed and holy are all they that have part in
the first regurrection.” So all shall be cognizant ot tlis pres-
ene¢e thongh not all at thie same momenr. * He wili be re-
vealed in iaming fire taking vengeance:” whether this re-
fers to the * tire of His jealousy—wriath—by which the whole
earth 1s to be devoured,” (Zeph, 1: 18 & 3: 3} or an appearing
in a visible Aame as the angel appeared to Moses in the bush,
is not clear. We {ncline to the former,
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Father’s pleasure to give the Kingdom.?””  These ere
i the Temple ;" these ¢ the Bride ;" ¢“these follow
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth ;?’ ¢ these are re-
deemed from among men, and are a first fruit unto
God and the Lamb.” (Rev.14: 6.) These hrve
obeyed the Master’s injunction : ¢ Take heed, least
your hearts be overcharged with the cares of this
life, and so that day come upon you uncwares ; for
as a snare shall it come upon all them tho are
over-charged] that dwell upon the face of the whole
earth.” (Luke 21 : 35.) These are *acrounted
worthy to escape all these things (“the day of wrath
on the world;”” ** the time of trouble such as was not
since there was a nation’’)—They ** stand before the
son of man.” But there are numbers of over-
charged christians who will not be counted worthy
to escape (caught up to meet 1Iim) ; servants, but
not overcoming servants : not hypocrites, but “they
shall have their portion with the hypocrites.”” They
did not build * with gold, silver, precious stones,”
and do not have the abundant entrance; but the
built upon the rock and * themselves shall be saved,
asby fire.” Many will be purified of their dross in
that fire. * When the judgments of the Lord are
abroad in the earth,the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness.””

These, doubtless, constitutea part of the * great
cornpany that no man could number,” who * come
up out of [ek, after] great tribulation.”” This count-
less company is not the * Jittle flock,”” ¢¢ the temple,” -
nor do they * sit in the throne,” but these *‘ serve
God in His temple,” and are around the throne ;
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these *“ washed their robes,” (Rev. 7:9-17) while
the * little flock’ have 1white robes granted or given
to them, Christ’s righteousness. (Rev.19: §.) No;
the ¢‘little flock,” — the bride, —is a very select
company. There will be so few taken from the

reseut generation that they will not be much missed,

rue, the foolish virgins will miss them; (virgins,
undefiled, but not wisc) ; they will recognize the
fact thatthe others have gone into the marringe, when
they say ‘Lord, Lord, open unto us.”” But Christ has
but one bride ; the door to that marriaxe is forever
closed. Christian brethren will know, but the world
will not believe in translation ; and in the time of
trouble which follows the taking away of the * salt
of the earth,” newspaper reporters will have little
difficulty in aecounting plausibly for their disappear-
ance ; for ‘¢ not many great, wise. rich, or mizhty,
hath God chosen, butthe poor of this world, rich in
faith, heirs of the kingdom.”

The secoud advent, like the first, covers a period
of time, and is not the event of @ moment. The first
lasted nearly thisty-four years; and the events
connected with it — His birth, baptism, sorrow
death, resurrection, etc., as mentioned by the
prophets, all took place at the first advent. The sec-
ond advent, as we have seen, lasts much longer. 1t
includes the millennial reign, and prophecy covers
all the prominent features of that reizn. Ile comes
to reign —must reizn until He has put down all ene-
mies ; the last being death. (I Cor. 13: 25.)

In the application of prophecy to the events of the
first advent, we recognize order. Christ- must be the
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¢ ckild born and son given’’ before ** the man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief.” He must die be-
fore He could r»ise from the dead, etc. So also in
studying prophecy referring to the second advent we
must recoznize order ; we must judge of the order
somewhat by the character of the event. As the
wife is the glory of the husband, so the Bride is the
lory of Christ, for * we are called to eternal glory
y Christ Jesus ;”? and are to be ‘‘partakers of
of the glory that shall be revealed,” (I Pet. 5:1-10.)
and as ‘‘the glory shall be revealed in us.”” (Rom. §:
18.) We know that Clirist could not come in the
glory of his kingdom [church] until he has first
gathered it from the world, and in harmony with
this thought we read—* When He shall appear, we
rlso shall ap{)mr with Him in glorv.” (Col. 8: 4.)

The prophets foretold the sufferings of Christ

Ehead and body] and the glory that should follow.

f the sufferings were of the whole body, so is the
glory we sufter with him that we may be also *ylori-
Jied together.” (Rom. 8: 17.) * Enoch prophesied
saying—the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his
saints.”? [er. hagios, never translated angel.] (Jude.
14) Again, (Zach. 14: 5,) we read—" the Lord my
God shall come and «ll thy saints with thee.”’ Thus
we learn that when He appears in glory we are with
Him, and of course we must be caught to meet Him
before we could appear with Him.

We have further cvidence to offer, proving
that ¥le comes unknown to the world ; but will at-
te mpt to answer two supposed objections tirst ; viz.:
 This same Jesus shall 30 come in like manner as
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ye have seen Him go into heaven,” (Acts 1: 11.) and
% The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel and the
trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise.”
I Thes. 4: 16) These texts are supposed to teach
that Christ will come visible to every eye, while the
air is rent with the blast of the arch-angel’s trump-
et ; at which, mid reeling tombstones and opening
ﬁmves the dead will be resurrected. It certainly

as that appearance on the surface, and doubtless
was intended to be so understood until due, {s0
also at the first advent] but look at it again; would
that be coming in like manner as they saw Him
go? He did not go with the sounding of a trumpet
and outward demonstration. It does not say you
shall see Him coming, nor that any one would sce,
but—He shall so come. For instaace, the Prince Im-
perial of the French visits Paris under disguise as a
civilian ; as he leaves Paris his servant says to you,
Privately. “this same Prince shall so come again in
ike manuner as you have seen him go from Paris.”
Whether you or any one will see him is not men-
tioned, simply the manner in which he will return.
You would understand the servant doubtless to mean
that the Prince would come back privately. If he
should return in all the glory of the French Empine,
bands playing, trunipets sounding and cannon roar-
_ ing, with theusands of soldiers in attendance, you

would say that his servant had either ignorantly or
wilfully misinformed you. Our Prince left ti:c glory
which he had with the Father, made himself of no
reputation, took upon Him the form of a scrvant, ete.
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When He visited us e went away unglorified ; His
servant, the angel, said—‘ He shall so come in like
manner.””  When he arrives it will be privately. He
comes to organize us, as his kingdom; to set us up.
He comes to be glorified in his saints in that day.
(II. Thes. 1 :10.? The world saw him not after His
ressurrection, they did not see him ascend. As He
said, ‘“yet a little while and the world seeth me no
more,”’ nor will they see him at the second advent
until His church is gathered, for *“when he shall ap-
pear we also shall appear with him.” What then
does the trumpet mean? Let us see. We are to be
rewarded ‘“at the resurrection,’” we surely will not be
rewarded twice nor resurrected twice. We conclude,
therefore, that the “Trump of God,” (I Thes. 4: 16)
and the ** Last Trump,” (I Cor. 15 : 52, ) are tha
same, differently expressed; the same events are
mentioned as occurring at each, viz.: the resurrec-
tion and reward of the saints, and for the same rea-
sons we believe the ** Trump of God " and * Last
Trump” to be the *“ Seventh Trump’ of Rev. II:
15-18. Under it also the dead are jexdged and the
prophets and saints rewarded. Therefore the * Sev-
enth Trump” is the “ Trump of God,” and the
“ Last Trump.”

These trumpets evidently are the same, but what?
The seventh angel sounded. A sound on the air ?
No, not any more than the six which preceded it.
They are each said to sound, and Sir Isaac Newton,
Clarke, and all commentators of note agree that five
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or six of these trumpets are in the past* The
bave been fulfilled in events upon the Earth, eac
covering a period of time. They certainly must all
sound before the resurrection, for that is under the
seventh. It isinthe days (symbolic time, all the
other features are symbolic yeuars) of the soundin
of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to soun
[or fore partj{ the mystery [Gospel Church] of God
shall be finished.

If the Seventh trump were to make a sound on
the air, it would not only be out of harmony with
the other six of the series, but also with all of God’s
past dealings with the children of men. That it cov-
ers *“ the great day of His wrath,” the time of judg-
ments upon the kingdoms of the world and of the
pouring out of the “*seven vials” of His wrath, the
“time of trouble such as was not since there was a
nation’’ seems more than probable, for we are told
in the same sentence of the wrath of God coming
on she nations.

ach of these trumpets are sounded by an angeh
i. e., the events mentioned are dirceted ot controlle
by an angel; hence might well be said to be their
voice. We know that signs speak, and that some-
times events ov ** actious, speak louder thar words.?
Of the numws of the angles dirccting the tirst six of
the series we know nothing, but Paul seems to teach

#The writer Lelleves that we are now livinz under the
sounding of the Serenth, that it as beeu svunding fur mors
than thirey years, and continues during the time of trouble,
and until the Kingdum of the Lord is Cniversal Empire,
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that the Seventh is under the control of the arch-
angel; and this seems to bring a connection between
the time of wrath under the seventh trump, and the
¢ time of trouble’ of Dan. 12: 1, under * Michuel;”
for Jude informs us that Michael, is the arch-angel.
Verse 2 connects this with the resurrection also.

We sce then, that the sounding of the trumpets,
and so coming in like manner, do not coutlict but
rather add force to the fact that He comes *¢ un-
awares,”’ “as a thief” and steals away from the world
His treasure, His jewels;” remember too that this is
Christ the spiritual boidy, that could not be seen
without a miracle, that was present yet unseen dur-
ing thirty-three dn{s after his resurrection.

But will the world not see the saints whea gath-
ered or gathering ? No: they are changed (in the
twinkling of an eye) from Natural to spiritual bod-
ies, like unto Christ’s glorivus body, and will be as in-
visible as He and anzels. But thoxe who arise from
their graves ?—No, they were sown (buried) natural
bodies, thuy are raised spiritnal bodies—invisible.
Won’t the world sce the graves open and tumb-
stones thrown down? A spiritual body (remem-
ber we are comparing spiritual things with spiritual
not natural) coming out of the grave will not make
any more of a hole in the groumf than Christ’s spir-
jtual body made in the door when ** He¢ came and
stood in their midst, the doors being shut.”#

oIt should not be forgotten that only the church are ratsed
splrguul budles, all others, nutural tleshly budies as Lazar-
us, &,
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‘THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST BEFORE THE RAPTURE
OF THE CHURCH.

Christ’s personal presence and ministry of three
and a half years at the first advent, He terms—*“The
harvest.” It was the harvesting of the Jewish or
Law age. Christ was present as the chief reaper.
His disciples as under-reapers ; their work was the
gathering of wheat into the higher or Gospel dis-
pensation ;}—that harvest censed at His death, and
was the end of that age. Jesus said to [lis disci-
ples, * Lift up vour eves and look on the fields, for
they are white already to harvest” ‘I sent you to
reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor, other men
bave labored [the prophets] and ye are entered into
their Iabors” (Johm 4: 33.) That this work was not
general, nor to the world we might presume from
the fact that e confined His labors to Judea, but it
is settled beyond doubt by the commission given to
the disviples, viz: Go net into the way of the Gen-
tiles and into amy city of the Samaritans enter ye
not: But go ve rather to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel, (Matt. 10: 5) for I am not sent save to
the lost sheep of the house of Isrzel,” and the work
to them did not cease until tive duys beiore His
death, when he rode on the ass into the city, wept
over it, gave them up and their house was left unto
them desolate. Where God's favor toward them asa
nation ceased, it begru toward the world (RRom. 11:
30) for*:Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death
for every man,"” and after His resurrection He sends
the disciples to *¢ preach the Gospel to every na-
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tion.” But it is no longer a harvest; the church
does not reap but sows the seed. Paul plants, Ap-
pollos waters, God gives increase, etc. But there is
to be n harvest in the end of this age, as illustrated
in the parable of the tarcs and wheat, and tauyht in
the explanation of the same, Notice that buth wheat
and tares, are in the kingdom of heaven,~—tlie church
—and that this parable, as also the other six of the
series, refers not to the non-professing world, but to
two classes in the church.
The Son of Man planted the church pure, all
good seed. During the days of the Apostles there
were special * gifts of the Spirit” such as * discern-
ing of spirits, etc.,”” by which they were able to pre-
vent tares getting in among the whewt—hypocrites
getting into the church. (Instance I Cor.5: 3.—
‘ Simon Magus”?—* Anannias and Sapphira,” ete.)
but when the Apostles were dead, ¢ while men
elept”’—the enemy began to sow tares, among the
wheat. Paul says that the mystery of iviguity had
begun to work eveu in his day ; now, they grow side
by side in all our churchies. Shall we separate them,
Lord? No, (we might make some mistake, pull up
wheat, and leave tares,) ¢ let both grow together
until the Harvest,” (Matt. 13.) The harvest is the
end of the world’" {aion, aye.] Im the time of har-
vest I will say unto the reapers,—the rcapers are
the angels—**wrather together jirst the tares, and bind
them in bundles f bura them ; but gather the wheat
into my barn.”
Notice, this FHarvest is the end of this age, yet,
like the Zne ending, the Jewish age, it is a period of
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time,—* In the time of harvest;”’—secondly there is
order,—* gather first the tares.” There will come a
time, then, in the end of this age, when the reapers
~—angels—will'be present doing some sortof a sepa-
rating work in the church ; and yet it is an invisible
gresence, for when the wheat is gathered (after the
inding of the tares)—translated, when we which
are aliveare caught up to meet the Lord—when tak-
en they are in the field, mill and bed ; would they
be so engaged if they had seen angels going about
athering tares? No ; it is an invisible work, done
y beinus invisible without a miracle.

Agaiu, before the living are gathered, the dead in
Christ must have risen, whether it be but a moment
before; ¢ the dead in Christ rise first, then we which,
are alive, &c.”? (I Thess.4: 16.) This harvest is
net of the living only, but also of ** the dead in
Christ"—* those that sleep in Jesus.” The angels
gather the living, but our Lord, who is the chief
reager here, (as He was in the Jewish han‘est?
gathers or raiscs thedead. * I will raise him up;”
I am the resurrection and the life;” and in harmo-
ny with this thought the harvest is brought to our
notice in Rev. 14: 15— One like unto the Son of
man, seated on a cloud,” reaps the earth, Here, two
harvests, or two parts of one harvest, are shown,
the second being the casting of the vine of the earth
into the wine-press of His wrath ; doubtless the par-
allel to the burning of the bundled tares (time of
trouble) after the wheat is garnered. The special
point to which your attention is called, however, is
the fact that the harvest will go on without outward
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demonstration, the chief and under-reapers being
present but unseen.

TRE PRESENCE (PAROUSIA) OF CHRIST.

Some may have confounded our remarks on the
presence of Churistin a spirvitual body, with the pres-
ence of the spirit of Christ ; but they are quite dis-
tinct. The latter never left the church ; consequent-
ly in that sense He could not * come again.”” Of

is spicritual presence He said : * Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world.” We refer
to the personal presence which did go away, and will
come again,—a spiritual body.

The Greek word generally used in referring to the
second advent—Parousia, frequently translated com-
ing—invariably signifies personal presence, as having
come, arrived® and never significs to be on the way,
as we use the word coming. This fact is recognize(i
by many who are looking for the Lord, but the error
under which the church in geueral is laboring, is that
of supposing that presence implies sight, manifesta-
tion, appearance. I the Greek, Txowever, other
words are used to express revelation, appearing and
manifestation; viz.: phanervo —rendered shall ap-

ear in ** when He shall appear, &c.,”’—and apoku-
upsis t—rendered, shall be revealed—II Thess. 1 : 7.

*<The emphatic Diaglott,” a very popular translation from
the New Testament from Griesbuch, we believe makes no ex-
ception, always translating this word Parousia—presence.

1A nulnistering brother in the M, E. church has just called
my attention to the following facts especially interesting to
readers familiar with the Greek : Apokalupto i3 furmed from
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¢ When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed.” But
we have Christ’s own words to prove that He
will be present in the world, and the world will know
not of it. Bdatt. 24:37. We read:* As the days
of Noah were so shall also the parousia (presence)
of the Son of man be.”” The presence of Christ is
not cempared to the flood, but to the days of Noah,
the days that were before the flood, as verse 33
shows ; as then they ate, draok, married, etc., and

the verb kalupto,~~which means I cover, conceal,—compound-
ed with the preposition ape. i. ¢., apokalupto ; it menns. I un-
cover, I reveal. In the mjddle voice It signifies. / wucorer, or
reveal nyself. References: Luke 17: 50 ~middle voice,~ when
the son of 1an uncovers or reveals himself.” 1f it is clatmed
that the verb here is in the passive voice, it doesnot aiterthe
argument any, for then we should reud.as in our version,
% when the sen of man is uncovered or revealed.”” The idea
is tne sume in either case.viz, : something covered up or in-
visible, is present and has bLeen present tor sowme time, but
now it Is uncovered or revealed, So in the fullowing refer-
ences: Matt. 10: 2-here both the simple and compound
form i3 used : * There i3 nothing covered (inluptn) that shall
not be uncovered (apokalupto)” Matt.11:27; 1 Cor. 2:10; Gal.
3:; Eph, 3: 5; LI'thes, 2:3.8,8. In this last passsge it will
be noticed that the man of sin Is in existence.and just as
much * the son of perdition’ betfore as after he is uncovered
or revealed, DBut the day comes when he is atripped of his
disguise, the sheep-skin is removed, and hie ia shown to be a
wolf; he is uncovered, revenled.

The ordinary word used for come, In the Greek, is eriomai,
meaning I come. It occurs over thiree hundred times In the
New Testament. Butthe word alo, also ivanslated vome. has
a different meaniug; it signifies completed anction,as / am
come, am Aers, am arrived. With this fn mind, examiue Matt
24:50:—TIhe jord of that Eevm servant shall come {shall have
come] in a day when he lovketh not for him, amd in an hour
that he is not aware of.”” Also, in Luke 1:: 46, These servants
are saying my Lovd delayeth, ‘There ie no harm in this so
lung as He dues delay, but there wid come a time when He
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knew mot, so shall also the presenee of the Son of
man be. The resemblance here mentioned is that of
not kinowing-~they will not know of the presence of
Christ. They may have been wicked then, and
doubtless were and may be similarly wicked in His
presence ; but wickedness is not the point of com-
parison, as then they ate, drank, married—proper
enough things to be doing, not sins ; so shall it be in
Christ’s presence. Now, look at Luke 17 : 26. *As
it was in the days of Ncah, so shall it be also in the
days of the Son of man.” Verse 27 tells how it
was in the days of Noah ; they were eating, drink-
ing, marrying, ete. ¢ So shallit be in the days of
the son of mau.” Surely the days of the son of
man are not before His days, any more than the days
of Henry Clay could be days before he was born.
No ; the more we examine the more we are convine-
ed that the world will go on as usual, and know not,
until * the harvest is past, the suunmer eanded, and

no longer delays, and the servant who says He delays Is called
wicked. For*yet alittle while, and He that shall come—
(erkomni, will come—aln, shall have come) and will not (long-
er] tarcy” Heb, 10: 37.

Anvotlier brother, also of the M. E. church, and for severnl
years a profussor in one of their principal ecolleges, being con-
venient t me, I called his attentian to the above, After ex-
smining the text critically, he endorsed the above rendering,
remarking that it was very pecular; then happening to
glance at the 46th verso of Matt. 24, he called my artentivn to
the fact that the word there translated cometh is eithon, and
signilles after He has come. Read verses 45 and 46 with this
thought in mind. Is it posasible that there will he falthful
servants givinz meat in due season affer the Lord has come ?
It i3 8o stated, and at that same time the evil sexvant will
not be aware of His presence, {verse 50).
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they are not in the ark, not with the little flock * ac-
couunted worthy to escape.” There will be no out-
ward demonstration of the second advent having be-
gun, and Christ being preseat, until the church is
thered, whenever it takes place—soon, or in the
istant future.

CHAPTER IIIL
THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

The Scriptures everywhere recognize the church as the
kingdom. The kingdom of heaven is likened to *‘ Ten
Virgins,” to ** Wheat and Tares,”” to a net in which are
caugzht both good and bad fish, ete. These figures or
parables represeut the church in the present time, zood
and bad mixed, in the nominal chiurch of Christ; they
80 continue to represeut the kingdowm until the end of
this age, | world] the * harvest’’ time, then the wise and
foolish virgins, good and bad fish, and wheat and tares
are separated. This kingdom is now * subject to the
powers (governments, Kingdoms) that be/’’ for *‘the

wers that be are ordained of God.”” This kingdom

as promise of all authority and power, and the time
will come when *‘ The kingdom (ruling power) under the
whole heavens shall be given to the peopie of the saints
of the Most High, and they shall possess it forever.”’
¢ The little fluck’ to whom ““itis the Father’s gnod
pleasure to give the kingdom'’ is now being tried, being
made perfect through sutfering, being prepared by con-
tact with suffering and sin for the position to which they
are to be exalted, that as “‘ kings and priests’’ they may
be able to sympathize with those over whom in the mil- .
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lennial age they are called to rule. We are to be joint
heirs with Christ in His kingdom and throne, and can-
not enter apon our reign until *‘ He takes His great pow-
er and reigus.” That will not be until the end of the
world or age; for Jesus says, ** My kingdom is not of this
world,” **The devil is the prince of this world.” Christ’s
kingdom and ours is o the next age; then *‘‘theSon of
man shall sit on the throne of His glory.”” Now He is
¢ geated at the right hand of God,’”’ * sat down with the
Father on His throne.”” The setting up of the kingdom
s our separation from the world, foolish virgins and
tares ; the glorifying of the wheat which then shines
forth as the sun. But how will this kingdom rule over
the world? Will it have Jerusalem for its capital or seat
of empire? Will Clirist sit in Jerusalem upon the throne
of David? ¢ Jerusalem shall be rebuilt upon her old
heaps as in the former time,” Israel after the flesh will
again be the chief nation, and ‘‘a praise in the whole
earth;”’ for ** the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”
But fleshly Israel is not and never again will be ¢ the
kingdom of God.”” They were once, but it was taken
from them and given to another yeople, children of Abra-
ham by faith—~the church. Under the sounding of the
seventh trumpet all the kingdowmns of the world (now un-
der the control of Satan) become the ** kingdoms of our
Lord.” (They pass into the possession of Christ and un-
der the rule of His kingdom—=the devil bLeinz bound.)—
Rev. 20: 2, Israel, with their capital at Jerusalem, will
doubtless be chief of these tleshly nations, but it will no
more be the Hearenly kingdom than they.

Jesus says unless a man be born again, born of the
Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God neither enter
juto it. {John 3: 3-5.) The kingdom of heaven is a
spiritual kingdom and cannot be sven by mortals, any
more than Satan’s kingdom at the present time. We
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never see Satan’s kinzdom nor his throne, but we realize
its power. 1his acenrds with our Lord’s statement when
He was demnanded of the Pharisces when the kingdom of
God should come. He answered and said unto them:
the kingdom of God cometh not with observation, {mar-
gin, outward show] neither shall they say, Ln, bhere! or
Lo, there! For behold the kingdom of God is within

ou [in your midst]—certainly not in the hearts of those

harisees. The kingdom wiil be preseut in the world,
controlling it, yet unseen. How, then, can Christ sit up-
on the throneof David? None will argue that the tl:rone
of David, which is east down and is to be raised up,
means the ‘Pieces of wood, ete,, on which David sat.
What then? The word throne i3 there used asthe
representative of power—ruling authority, {we use it so
to-day). When God’s kingdom was on the fleshly plane,
David reprezented Him. 'The throne was then the
Lord’s and * David sat upon the throne of the kinzdom
of the Lord.”” So also of his sun it is written, * Solomon
sat upon the throne of the Lord in the room of his father
David.”” It is not the piece of wood that is here referred
to; words are but symbols to represent ideas. The one
here represented is, that the control once vested in Da-
vid, afterward thrown down, [removed] and the affairs of
the earth given into the hands of the Gentiles, (Luke 21:
21} is to be restored in Christ, on & higher plane; first,
the natural, afterward, the spiritnal, scems to be God’s
order in everything.

Jerusalem, when rebuilt, will not be the kingdom of
God ; for all, whether born again or not, could see it. It
wouli have outward show; men would say: Lo, here!
and Lo, there! The heavénly city Jerusalem itself is
the bride, the church. Come hither and I will show thee
the bride; and Xe showed me the ** Holy Jerusalem.”
In Seripture a cify is frequently used as the symbol of a



OUR LORD'S RETURN. 57

government or institu‘ion. (See Isa 14:31; Jer. 33: 5-7;
Rev. 11:2;14.8;16:19;17: 18 )

But will the world not see Christ on His throne when
they shall ** say to the mountains and rocks fall on us
and hide us frutn the face of Him that sitteth upon the
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great
day of his wrath is come.”” Will they see nothing? “*The
day of the Lord so cometh [on the world and foolish vir-
gins| as a thief”’—a snare. The elass here referred to are
represented as recognizing the fact, that “ the great day
of His wrath has come,” the time of trouble; they now
realize it. *‘ He shall be revealed [to them] in flaming
fire, [lerrible judgments] taking vengeaunce, ete.’” What
sort of rocks and mountains deo you suppose they will
pray to have fall on them—Iliteral mountains? No; few
saints have the faith to pray for mountaius to fall, while
the wicked have not faith to pray for small things; be-
sides what would we think of a man who wanted to die
and could think of no more simple method than to be
crushed by a mountain. But these do not seek destruc-
tion: they want to be corvered—protected—in this time
of trouble—day of wrath—*¢ when every man’s hand is
against his neighbor,” when * the mountains [kingdoms)
are moved out of their places;’ for ** all the kingdomas
[mountains] that are upan the face of the earth shall be
thrown down.”’ The mountaina [kingdoms] shall melt
and flow down like wax at the presence of the Lord.
During the time of cominotivn and general national de-
struction, the ** dashing in picces” of governments, men
will seek protection—covering—hiding in the greai and
strong Kingiloms of the world.  Men will say there is
Great Britain, Russia, ete.; they are strong, they protect
their citizens, let us become citizens of such. They will
seek hiding. also, In such great rocks of worldly saciety
as Frce Masoury, Odd Fellowship, etc., but noue of these
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(can protect fully) shall be able to deliver them in the
day of the Lord’s anger. Every mountain shall be
moved out of its place, Then the “stone [church] be-
comes-a great-mountain and fills the whale earth.”  Al-
though invisible it will be real; for, as Paul says, ¢ the
things whiclrare seen are temporal, but the tiings that
are not seen are-eternal. It will be a peaceful kingdom:
for “He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the
earth” Peace is established on a sure basis, by the
breaking in pieces of the worlilly governinents. ¢ Every
man may then sit under his own vine and fig tree, with
none to mulest or make him afraid.”
: % Now the world is full of suffering,
Soundls of woe fall on my ears,
Sights of wretchedness anid sorrow
Fill my eyes with pitving tears ;
'Tis the earth’s dark night of weeping,
Wrong and evil triumph now;
I can wait, for just before me
Beams tiie morning’s roseate glow.”

If this is the character of the kingdomn of God, spiritual,
invisible, how can we be ** kings and priests,”” or in any
way teach or minister to the world? If we are of this
high order of beings, spiritual, giorious, like Christ, men
in the flesh would fall before us, as Saul, Daniel and
John did before glorious beings. True; but as in past
ages, angels, when it was necessary, appeared as men un-
der the veil of the flesh, (Heb. 10: 20) so we in the next
age will appear to men. Now and in the past ages an-
géls have been the ministers, (Heb. 1: 14) but ** unto the
angels hath He nct pnt in subjection the world to come,
(Heb. 2: 5) but unto Chris,”” head and body. (Compare
Rev, 2: 27, Paaln 2:8and 8: 4.)  Moses, as a type of
Christ, {Hnstrates this, ‘The first tables of the law were
broken in pieces, and now a second was to be given,
When Moses with ¢wo tables came down the mouutain,
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from the presernce of the Lord, his face shone, so that the
people could not look at him. Afterward he put on a
veit; then they came to bim, he eonversed with them
and delivered to them the law of God. Afierward when
he talked with the people he wore the veil, but when he
went into the Lord’s presence he laid it off. (Exod. 34:
30.) Moses was the minister in the type. We are the
ministers of the new covenant—the antitype. If Lhe
type * was glorious, how shall not the ministration of
the spirit be rather [more] glorious??’ (11 Cor. 3: 9).
As he did so will we do. When niinistering to and
teaching the people we will wear a veil,—*¢ the flesh"”’—
the glorious bedy will be covered, tho veil of flesh seen.
We will appear as men, but when we go into the presence
of the Lord we lay it off—*‘ enter into that within [be-
yond] the veil.”” Asin the type, Moses first appeared in
glory, and the people trembled and feared, so, during this
time of trouble, which introduces the New Law, New
Age, the Millennium, tlere will be outward manifesta-
sions of the power and glory of the new kinzdom;” at
which ¢ all faces shall gather paleness. and their knees
shall smite one against another.”
“ He'll rule the world with tzruth and grace,
And make the natlons prove

The glories ot His righteousness
And wonders of His love.,”
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CHAPTER IV.
WHAT I 8AY UNTO ONE I 8AY UNTO ALL, WATCH.

The positions taken we believe to be strong. They com-
mend themselves as strong to thioking christians because
ol the vast amountof scripture which favor them. Because
they haraonize what has been to many minds contradictory
statements and teachings in the Bible; show a harmony be-
tween the character of God and his works; and display His
attributes, mercy, justice, love, cte., to perfection. We be-
l!ev;&hat the real object of the second advent has been pre-
sen

The manner we think., equally well established. whether iz
be an event of our lifetime or not. But for the church to be
left without lizht on so important a subject, would seem
strange, would it not? It would be contrary to pre-
eedent. Noal knew of the flood; Lot of the fire, etc.
They may not hare known the DAY AND HOUR. lLut
they certainly had some knowledge of the nearness of
the events before they came. Are we who expect tobe
gathered usteriy at sea without means of knowingz anything
whatever about the time? Did Jesus not sav, that day
should not come upon those who watched, unawares? [with-
out their knowing]. He did; but he also said **ye know
not when the time is; what I suy unto one I say unco ail,
watch! Yes, but shall we suppuse that He meant watch,
because you will vever kuow, or bhecauze you know
mot? watch that you may know. Lot us look at the
strongest of this class of texts; ** Of that day and hour
Znoweth no man; ne not the apgels in heaven; peither
the Son, but my Father only: Watch ye therefore.” Now
notice: This does not read of that day and hour no man shall
ever know—but no man Anaweth. Jesus said that He him-
aelf did not know then: will he never know until he comes?
Will be not kuow the hour before he comes—at least? (The
writer does not think the dey or Aour of our trauslation is or
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will be known; but believes the scriptures to teach that we
will have a general knowlsdye of our wherenbouts before that
event occurs, if we are walking in the light which shines
from the word). Let us look at Bro. B's illustration of

THE BESIEGED FORT.

The fort is besieged. The General commanding the at-
tack sends word to all non-combatants living in and davger-
ously near it, that as he is about to undermine aud blow up
the fort; they must remove or take the consequences. But
it will require some tite to accomplish the work, He thers-
fore gives them certain signals by which they way koow,
and says: Iwill display ablue signal when the excavation
ia comKlete; a red one when the puwder is properly arranged;
and when the fuses are laid and everything rewdy, a green
signal; and ye may Kuow that at four o'clock of that day,
the explosion will occur. But of that daf and hour knoweth
no man; no not the eugineers who will do the work, nor
myself; God alone knovws the futuaze. What I say unto oue
1 say unto all, watch, for ye kuow not when the time ia.
Now what would thuse lp,eople look for? Not the explosivn-~
but the siguals. Dil the Generul mean for them to watch
becausa they could never know, or in order that they ought
know? Undoubtedly the latter. So our captain told us w0
watch. Not to watch the sky, butour chart. “ We have a
more sure word of prophecy to which we do well to takeo
heed as unto a light that ahineth in a dark pluce until the
day dawn,’’ says Peter. Now, hear Paul: turn to and read
carefully, I Thes, 5:1-9; try to distinguish between, the
church aud the world; ye and you va. they aud them.
‘ Y’e brethren know that the day of the Lord so comoth as a
thief in the night [on all? No, on the world and over-
charged servaut]—when they shall say peace and safety, then
sudden destruction cometh upon them- The next clause tells
Low sudden. Not sudden like a Hash of lightaing, but as
—and they shall not escape.

“But ye brethreu ave not in durkness that that day should
overtake you as u thief.” Although in the presence of the
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Son of man the world will not kouw, yet the church, ye
brethren, are expected to know; not frum outward sign but
from the light shining upon the pathway. Our Fatber un-
dertakes to furnish the light as fast as it is due, but we ruust
walk in it if we wonld not Le indarkness.

The 2oy of the Lord is froquently referred to as 2 snare or
trap iato which those without lizht go vnawares, s a thief
it comes stealthily. But ¢nme thiuk ay 2 thief means sud-
denly; we think not. buc i€ ic does, then * ye bretiren ure
not in darkness that that day <houlll come upon sou sudden-
Iy.”” When Jesus said: * If therefore thou shalt not wateh,
thou shalt not knuw what hour I will come upon thee.” It
secms as though he meaut, if rou are watching sou shall
know, Does it not?

But it is not my vbject in this pamphlet to call your atten-
tion more fully to the TiME of the second wdveut than I lhave
above, in answering sote of the chief nbjections to the inves-
tigation of it. (Those interested in knowing the evideunces
as to the time, I would refer to De. N, H. Barbour, elitor of
the * Herald of the Morning,” Rochester, N. Y.; I simply
add that Iam deeply iupressed, and think. not without geod
scriptural evidence, that the Master is come and is now in-
apecting the guests to the marriage. (Matt, 22: 11.) That the
Barvest is progressing, the scparationiiental) between wheat
aud tares now goiuy on, and that the two in che Held, mill
and bed may be budily sepurited at any moment, the wise
virzing go into the roarriage, wud she door to the high culiing
ba forever shut.

Even the vutward signs seen by the world seem tu point to
the fact that a great dispensational change may lLe near.
From their stagd-point the las: century woull seetn to be the
* day of [Gud's} preparation.” Inprovements aud inventions
progress us never befure, Now we are beginning to realize
that these inventions, which in aud of themselves ure liess-
ings. are, uniler present cordlitions of society, a curse. Every
machine made, after a certati limit, tends to Jdeercase the de-
mand for euch mechanic’s latinr; supply and denunl regu-
iates the wazes he receives.  Tulay chere is employment for
Jess than three-fourths of the iudustrial labor of this as well
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as other lands, and even this number average but half time;
what will it'be a few years hence? The prophet, describing
the timo of trouble, imnplies that it will be brought about by
lack of employment. * There shall be no hire for man nor
hire for beast, every man’s hand against his neighbor,” ete.

Yet all these things which tend to decrease the necessity of
manual labor. and many more, vet undeveluped orunkuown,
will in the millennial age minister to the comforts and neces-
sities of the world, In fact, bumanly speaking the Millen-
rial Era would be an impossibility without them. When the
kingdom is the Lord’s, rirht and justice will hold the reins,
oppression aud strikes will alike give place to equity. Theae
inventions will be used for the beuefit not alvne of a class
but of the whole, they will serve not merely to the accuniuia-
tion of dollurs. but to the intellectual eurichment of all
classes, and - a1 shall kuow the Lord from the least to the
greatest.”

Beloved, if it now fills our hearts to overflowing even to
think of the many, great, exceeding precious promises made
to the bride, what will the realization of themn be? They
all centre in and have their fulfilinent when we shall be like
Him, aud sce Him as He is. These are ““good tidings of
great Joy which shall be to all perpie.”” (Luke 2: 11.}

Reader. are you Christ’'sservant? If o, arc you & faith-
ful, watching servant” Are yoa building on Christ, the
rock? If so, with what? gold, silver, precious stones, or
wood and stubble? Are you a virgin? a wise or a foolisli oue?
You was called and accepted to run a race; so ran that you
may obtiin. The Master saith *“to hith thut overcometh” the
prize shall be.  Surely, that prize could be no greater; it is
the grandest that even God can offer; to make us His sons
and give us a joint-heirship with Christ. Like Paul, let us
count all things as loxs and dross, while we press toward the
wark for the prize of our high calling.

What can you do?  Believe His word; walk in the lizht
which shines from it; live up to what you have and ook ior
more. 1t will =anctify you; set you apart; separate you
from the world; your thoughts, your talents, your influence
snd your purse. This is the Lord’s rule for our wanctification:
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# Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy word is truth.” If
you fully realize how select this * little tflock” i3, amt how
desirable a matter it is to attain it, yonr thouzht will proba-
bly be, it is too high for me: [ am unworthy; I have never
done anything to merit cuch high honors, ~ Drother, sister,
there will not be oue of that bride company there because
they merited it, nor because of their works.  Their robes are
not their righteousnesa; they could not appear in those, The
weddiug garment is Christ’s righteousness—imputed—given
unto us because of faith., We must believe God if we would
be aceepted. *Without fuith it is imposvible to please tiod.”
‘We must cotne to Him as little childeen, anxicus to know
and do His will if we would enter the kingdom.

Tha svercoming which is rewarded with a seat with Him
ou His throue, i3 nos of wworks, but of fwith. *‘This is the
victury that overcometh the world, even your faith.” I wonld
not speak disparagiugly of works, except as the grmnd of
our acueptamee, A fountain or living streanmy musc have an
outlet; living faith will alwaya produce works, We (o not
sarve God to merit eternal life, but accepting it of Him ay a
free gift, nnd realizing His loving kindness, we desire to ex-
press our thauks and find an outlet, not oul g in speaking His
Emise but also in deing those things which are pleasing to

“ Behold Y come as a thief : Wasch!”

% Ye brethren are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief I”

Take heed least your hearts be over-charzed with the
cares of this life and so that day cotwe upon you unawcares.”

* If thou shalt not watch thou shalt noé know whoat bour T

will coma.”

Thess: who may wish to obtain this pamphlet, for distri-
bdution or sale, should address orders to ** 'The Herald of the
Moraing,” Rochester, N. X, For terms see cover.
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