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The Standard for the People

ILLIONS of people on earth honestly and sin-
M cerely desire to rally to that standard which will

guarantee to them security from harm and bring
to them lasting blessings. They are greatly perplexed
because not knowing to which standard they; should
rally. My purpose is to direct the attention of the
people to the divine standard. Knowing and following
the truth will lead the people into freedom. I am con-
vinced that the time has come for the people to umn-
derstand the truth.

There is 2 common enemy who has for centuriea
blinded the people to the truth. The evidence at hand
proves conclusively that the enemy shall soon be shorn
of hiz power and shall not be permitted to further de-
ceive mankind.

The great Creator made of one blood all the peoples
that dwell upon the earth. The real interest of one is
the interest of all. YWhen the people come to know this
and then learn to walk in the right way, there will be
no more ware; and no longer will right be determined by
might. The earth then will be a fit place upon which
to live. The great God made the earth for ‘man to
dwell upon in happiness. The time must come when
man will enjoy the fall -possession of ‘these divine pro-
visions. The fact that there is a way provided for man
to receive that which he desires would do him no good,
however, unless he knew about it. Tor this reason the
first essential is knowledge.

All the peoples on earth may he divided into two
general classes, to wit: the rulers and the ruled. The
masses compose the latter class. Those composing the
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4 The Standard for the People

ruling class arve properly divided into three parts, to
wit: commercial, political, and religious. ‘I'he personnel
of the ruling class changes from time to time by some
of the ruled being transferred to the position of rulers.
‘There is seldom a change, however, in the disposition of
those who rule. When one is transferred from the ruled
to the ruling class it is easy for his disposition to under-
go u change. Selfishiness and self-interest is the real
cause for this change. But this selfishness is induced
largely by the inftuence of the comwmon enemy herein-
after mentioned.

There is frequently a clash between the rulers and
the ruled. Uunder right conditions this should not he
so. ‘T'heir interest should be mutual and identical. The
masses of the people desire peace, prosperity, health,
liberty. life and happiness. Ifor centuries man has
actually experienced war, poverty. sickness, restraint,
sorrow and death. During all the centuries there has
heen a constant effort on the part of the people to over-
come these difficulties to the end that they might have
and enjoy their heart’s desire.

A standard is that which marks a rallying place and
directs the course of action the people should take. Tt
serves as 2 guide to lead the people in the way they
may go. The ruling class possess the desire to keep the
people in subjection and under control. To accomplish
the desired purpose there is held before the people cer-
tain standards or guides, and the people are called upon
to rally to these; and it is represented to them that hy
so doing their best interests will be conserved and that
altimately they will reach their heart’s desire. Theso
standards have heen different at different times.

The standard ot the commercial element hears this
inscription: “Give us greater wealth and power, and
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we will improve conditions and make the earth a fit
place to live on. We provide all the great labor-saving
devices. the means of rapid transit, and means of
education ; and therefore we should guide the people.”

The political element inscribes upon its standard this:
“We possess superior qualifications for ruling. We
organize and maintain governments. We enact and en-
force wholesome laws. We safeguard the liberties and
property and life of the people, and the people should
follow our guidance and patriotically support us.”

The religious element, for which the clergy act as
spokesmen, upon its standard inscribes: “We interpret
the divine will. Your life, liberty and eternal happi-
ness depend upon your following the course that our
standard points out. We will do your thinking for you
concerning all spiritual -matters. Hear nothing but what
is orthodox, because that is what we teach. Commit
your souls unto our keeping.”

The wily superlord of the evil world saw the ad-
vantage in uniting these three elements into one to com-
pose the ruling class. In the name and under the guise
of democracy the commercial, political and ecclesiastical
elements join interests and hold up to the people their
joint standard, which says: “The present systems of
government are of divine ordering, and all the people
should conform thereto. We must have greater revenues
from taxes that we may prepare for war and thereby in-
sure peace. We must centralize all power in the govern-
ment to insure our strength against our enemies. We
must have an orthodox religion; and the commercial,
political and ecclesiastical elements must stand together.
The church must have within her portals the ultra-rich
and the mighty politicians to lend power and dignity
thereto, All the people must patriotically support us in
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peace and in war. that we may maintain our present
" institutions and safeguard the interests and welfare of
the people. Our standard points the way to peace, pros-
perity, life, liberty and happiness.”

But the common people know from experience that
these clainms are not true. T'hey s¢e the rich hecoming
daily more avaricious, heaping up for themselves greater
riches, and crushing out all competition that they may
-pursue their selfish course without interruption. They
see that intrigue, duplicity and trickery are freely re-
sorted to by the politiciane. 'They lmow that the con-
flict in doctrines of the various denominational systems
cannot be in harmony with the truth. They are not
in harmony with each other nor with the well under-
stood rules of righteousness. They see that these ec-
clesiastical systems, and particularly their leaders, are
marked by arrogance, self-sufficiency, impiety and un-
godliness. The masses of mankind have lost faith in
the standards held up to them by the rulers. They
know that the claims made by these standards are false,
and by experience have learned that these can never
lead to lasting peace, prosperity, health, strength, lib-
erty, life and happiness. 1

The Desire of All People

~ Among the people are mnany men and women of good
will possessing an honest and sincere desire not only
to see their own condition improved, but to see the
people generally receiving benefits. Some of these are
philanthropists who spend mueh money to build libraries
and stock them with hooks that are never read, even
though they are readable. They lift up a standard of
higher education and invite the people to rally to that
and say: “This will save you,”
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Others of like honest intent organize cooperalive
societies to carry on their work, holding up before the
people a standard that claims that cooperation one with
another will bring the desired relief; and they call
upon the people to rally to that standard. Few respond.
Results are negligible.

Others of equal integrity and good intent organize
societies advancing a land finance scheme and single-
tax proposition desiring to measure the value of all
things by service or labor rendered; and these hold
forth a standard for the people to follow, and earnest-
ly yet vainly call upon them to follow.

Only a few think seriously of these various standards.
All realize that the entire social, financial, political
and ccclesiastical system or systems have completely
failed to bring satisfaction to the people. Doubt and
fear have taken hold upon all mankind. They are in per-
plexity and distress. They see threatening another great
war far more terrvible and destructive than any war
ever known. Desiring peace and hating war, they are
compelled to contribute their money to prepare the
most devilish and deadly instruments of destruction.
They continue to suffer under the oppressive weight of
wicked profitecrs, high taxes, faithless politicians, and
false religious leaders. If these standards lifted up have,
at some time in the past, given hope to some then
the hopes of these are now dashed to the carth. The
peoples and nations of the earth have reached their ex-
tremity. They are not only ready for but desire a
change for something better. It is God’s opportunity.
The due time has come. '

1



False and True

There must be a reason why all the schemes of men
have failed. If any of these various schemes or stand-
ards had the approval of the all-wise, just and all-
powerful and loving God surely such would have suc-
ceeded in hringing relief te the people. Why have the
standards held forth by the commercial, the political and
religious leaders, separately or combined, failed? The
answer is: Because all have been contrary to the plan
of Jehovah. The authors of these schemes or standards
have had their mind tummed away {rom the true God,
and the enemy has led them away into paths of dark-
ness. Al these standards, which have been held up be-
fore the people, have ignored God’s way. They are the
result of imperfeect human reasoning und a complete
failure to take into consideration the plain instructions
given in the Word of God.

Call to mind the faet that only one people were ever
organized into a government by Jehovah, which people
was Israel. That government was not an arbitrary one;
but God made with that people a covenant or contract
for the purpose of enabling them to prove to themn-
selves that man cannot realize his heart’s sincere de-
sire withont the aid of the great Jehovah God. The
Isrpelites failed. Why did they fail?, Because they for-
got God and violated their own covenant and were led
away by the great enemy. The first commandment given
to them was: “Thou shalt have no other God before
me.” That commandment was given for the sole hene-
fit of the Israelites. Jehovah God was their true and
only friend and for this reason he commanded them to
obey him. They turned to other gods and lost all. “Chis
of itself should prove that no people can succeed or

8



The True God 9

realize an honest and sincere desire unless they follow
God’s appointed way. The standard of God is the only
one for the people. But who is God?

The True God

The English word “god” translates the Hebrew word
FElohim, which means mighty one. It is sometimes ap-
plied to magistrates or mighty rulers, and it is also
applied to the Supreme Being. The great Eternal Oune,
the Creator of heaven and earth, has different names.

When Moses was sent by the Lord to deliver the
Israelites from Egypt Moses inquired what he should
say to them: “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT
I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil-
dren of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” (Exodus
3:14) Not that he was or will be, but that he is now,
ever was, and ever will be, without beginning and with-
out ending, from everlasting to everlasting.—Psa. 90: 2.

When God made a covenant with Abraham he ap-
peared unto Abraham under the name of Almighty
God (Genesis 17:1), meaning thereby that in him
resides all power, that he is omnipotent and irresistible.
His will is his law. He but wills a thing, and his power
carries it into action. When Abraham was ministered
unto by the great priest, Melchizedek, God was then
made known to him under the name of “the most high
God”. 'This conveys the thought that he is the great
Creator of heaven and earth, and indicates his rela-
tionship to the entire divine program. He is the one
above all and hesides whom there is none other.—Isaiah
42:5; 40: 12, 23.

When Pharaoh, the mighty ruler of Egypt, refused
to let the Israelites leave that land at Moses’ request,
God spoke unto Moses and said: “And I appeared unto
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Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of
God Almighty; but by my name JEHOVAH was I
not known to them.” (Ixodus 6:3) This is the first
time he appeared under the name Jehovah, which sig-
nifies Self-existing One, Eternal One and the One
Lternal, whose name alone is Jehovah and who is higher
than all and above all. (Psalm 83:18) “Who  only
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can
see: to whom be honor and power everlasting.”—1 Tim-
othy 6: 16.

Jehovah, the Almighty God, is the Creator of heaven
and earth. (Isaiuh 42:5) The Bible is his Word of
Truth, written at his dictation and written by holy men
as their minds were moved upon and directed by the
power of the Almighty God. (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Sumuel
23:2; 2 Timothy 3:16) His Word is a statement of
the truth. (John 17:17) {For a more complete discus-
sion of this subject see the Hanrr or Gon, pages 15-20. )

The earth is a wonderful planet. ‘I'he diversified crea-
tion that appears upon it bespeuks the wizrdom and
power of the great Creator. It is the place where man
bas had his experiences. The Almighty God created it.
Why did he ereate it? His Word gunswers: “I1 have made
the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands,
have stretched out the heavens, apd all their host have
1 commanded. . . . For thus suith the Lord that
created the heavens: God himself that formed the earth
and made it, he hath established it, he created it not in
vain, he formed it to be inhabited; I am the Lord, and
there is none else.” (Isaiah 45:12,18) “One genera-
tion passeth away, and another generation cometh; but
the earth abideth for ever.”—Ecclesiastes 1: 4.



Man Created

Man did not come into existence by his own efforts;
nor is he the result of the process of evolution. as some
self-constituted wise men think. Seeing that the Loxrd

has declared that he created the earth for man to live °

upon, then it is reasonable that God would create man

to live thereon. The record of his creation is plainly . :

stated in the Scriptures:, “The Lord God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and hreathed into his nostrils
the breath of lives; and man became a living soul.
And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden;
and there he put the man whom he had formed:. ...
And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the
zarden of Lden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
sweely die. »__Genesis 2: 7, 8, 15-11.

3

God made woman as a holpmate and compamon fcn'(\u
man. (Genesis 2:18) “So God created man in his owgyq
Image, in the image of God created he him; male andggd
female c¢reated he them. And God blessed them, and '\\

Clod said unto them, Be fruittul, and multiply, and,
replenish. the earth, and subdue it ; and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over. the fowl of the air,
and over every living thing  that moveth upon ithe .
earth.”—Genesis 1: 27, 28. e

These great fundamental truths. thus stated by, Je*
hovah God, prove heyond a doubt that he intended :man
1o live on earth for ever. But before he would grant
to man the privilege of everlasting life, he put mau.to
a test to see whetlier or not man possessed the staming

11
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to resist evil and follow good. He placed man and wo-
man in Eden, a perfectly heautiful place, containing the
food necessary for their sustenance and pleasure.. Here
the two were dwelling together in peace, prosperity,
health, strength, life, liberty and happiness.

The False God

Lucifer was a creature of great heauty and power.
God placed him in ¥den as overseer or overlord of man.
“Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I
have set thee so. . . . Thou hast been in Tden the gar-
den of God.” (ISzekiel 28:14,13) Furthermore the
Lord says concerning Lucifer: “Thou wast perfect in
thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till in-
iquity was found in thee.” (Izekiel 28:15) While man
was perfect in his organism his experience, of course,
was limited. He must meet an experience that would
determine whether or not he would he obedient to the
law of God. To disobey that law would he evil. To obey
would he righteous. It was the solemn and sacred duty
of Lucifer to safeguard the interests of man and in-
stinet him to be obedient to the great Lternal God.
Lucifer occupied a fiduciary relationship toward God
and toward man, and was duty-hound to he loyal and
true to Jehoval. But iniquity was found in him and
he fell.

3an was created with a desire to worship his superior.
Of course he would worship Jehovah God, hecause he
knew that God was his Creator and Benefactor. Lucifer
became ambitious to have the worship of man which
Jehovah would naturally receive. Luecifer saw that the
perfect man was endowed with power to produce a race
of people. He had a vision of a future day when the
earth would he filled with great multitudes of peo-
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ple who must worship some one. He had an ambitious
desire to have that worship. He set about to obtain it.
In order to carry out his scheme he was willing to be-
come, and did hecome, a traitor to God. He kmew the
law of God provided death as a penalty for its violation.
God made this law to test man before he would grant
to man everlasting existence. To Lucifer had heen
granted the power of death. (Hebrews 2:14) By that
it is to be understood that it would hecome his duty
to put man to death for a violation of God’s law-.
Knowing this, Lucifer reasoned that he would induce
man to violate God’s law and would then refuse to put
him to death, and thereby prove to man that God’s law
was merely a threat and that God was giving him this
law to keep him in ignorance and to deprive him of the
privileges to which he was justly entitled.

Lucifer reasoned that he would thus be enabled to in-'
duce man to believe that God is a liar and had lied to
him when he said: “In the day that thou eatest ‘thereof
thou shalt surely die.” Lucifer further reasoned that he
then would appear in the eyes of man as his friend and
benefactor and entitled to his worship and that he would
thus alienate man’s affection from God and that he,
Lucifer, would have it himself. Thus was iniquity
found in him.

The prophet records in the Bible concerning Lucifer:
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning ! how art thou cut down to the ground, whick
didst weaken the nations! Tor thou hast said in thine
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
ahove the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of
of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds: I will be like
the most High.”—Isaiah 14:12-14,

Lucifer carried into action his nefarious scheme. To
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do this he employed the services of the serpent, a vis-
ikle animal in Jiden, and in his wily, fraudulent and
deceptive way approached the woman Eve and said:
“Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent,
We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, Glod hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die” To this Lucifer replied:
“Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened:
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” (Gen-
esis 3: 1-5) The woman partook of the fruit in viola-
tion of the law. Her hushand Adam joined her in the
transgresgion. (1 Timothy 2:14) Thus the mighty one
Lueifer, the false god, deceived and misled the woman
and caused both the man and the woman to violate
God’s law.

The Great Loss

In keeping with his righteous law God sentenced man
to death for his disobedience. DBy this judgment man
was deprived of the right to live, and God caused him
to gradually suffer the penalty, and at the end of a
certain period he was dead. Therefore Adam’s life and
right to live were gone. All the children begotten by
Adam were born between the time this judgment was
entered and the time of its complete enforcement. It
was the imperfeet Adam who became the father of the
Hnman family, and for this reason all the race has been
born imperfect and without the right to life. This is
very reasonable and is the Scriptural conclusion.
(Psalm 51:5; Romans §:12) From then till now man-
kind has been in sorrow and suffering, and has been
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vainly seeking peace, prosperity, life, liberty and happi-
ness. These things man lost by a. violation of God’s law.

Because of the wickedness of Lucifer God changed
his name; and from that time forward he has been:
known as the Dragon, Satan, Serpent, the Devil. All
of these names have much significance. Lucifer means
lightbearer. He was a creature of great heauty and the-
bearer of light. (Izekiel 8:1%) Satan means adver-
sary or opposer; and from the time of Eden till now
Satan has opposed everything that is righteous. Dragon
means devourer; and during all that peuod of time he
has sought to destroy everyone who tried to be right-
eous. Serpent means deceiver; and from the time of
TFiden until this day the evil one has tried to deceive
* mankind and to turn the mind of man away from the
true and righteous God. Devil means slanderer; and
throughout all the centuries the Devil has slandered
God and caused his emissaries, posing as God’s repre-
sentatives, to slander him, and he and they have
slandered all who have honestly tried to serve God.
This explains why so much evil has been spoken agauut
those who have humbly tried to serve and replesem }
the Lord. 2

Understanding these facts we can see why Jeho\ah
is called the only true God and why the Devil is the
talse or unrighteous god. The true and righteous God
could have destroyed Satan the Devil at any time, but"
that was,mot his plan. He granted Satan the supervi-
sion over man in the beﬂmmnv to test Adam. He did not
take that supervision away w heu he sentenced Adam te
death. Tt was God’s purpose that all the human fam-
ily should have an experience with the baneful effects
of evil, and he has permitted in that he has not hindered
Satan from pursuing his wicked course, and this has
served as a test to mankind.

-~
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World, as used in the Scriptures, means an organiza-
tion of the people into forms of government under the
supervision of an overlord. The nation of Israel was the
only people with whom God made a covenant, and who
were organized into a.government ; and Jehovah God was
thercfore their overlord. All otler nations have heen
under the influence of the false god or the Devil. In
due time Israel fell under the wicked influence of Satan
the Devil, and then Satan became the invisible ruler or
god of the entire world. Ile has used all manner of
schemes to lkeep the  people under his influence
and to turn their minds away from the true and loving
God and to blind them to the truth of God’s plan for
their salvation and blessing. Concerning this it is writ-
ten: “But if our gospel he hid, it is hid to them that
are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which beclieve not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
ghould shine unto them.”—=R Corinthians 4: 3, 4.

Why World Standards Wrong

The standards lifted up hefore the pesple by the com-
fercial, political, and ecclesiastical elements have been
and are wrong; because Satan the Devil has overreached
this ruling class, corrupted their standards, and caused
them to ignore therein the true and loving God and to
utterly disregarded his plan. These standards, may be
truly and properly called the standards of Satan the
decciver because they are deceptive and bring not what
they claim to bring.

Israel fell because that nation ignored the true and
living God. We have today what is called Christendom,
mesing those nations of the earth that claim to be
Chlristian but in fact are not. Instead of being Chris-
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tian the dominating or governing factors are under
the supervision of the god of this world. They have
fallen because while claiming to follow the Lord God
they have vielded to the inAuences of the false god
Satan, have ignored the truth, and followed in the way
of unrighteousness. Their plan or scheme put forth by
men with the avowed purpose of benefiting the human
race has minimized the importance of Jehovah. Gov-
ernments and organizations manifest that they are
ashamed of the name of Jehovah God. If his name is
mentioned it is in a half-apologetic way. Neither the
commercial nor the political nor ecclesiastical elements
are willing to take an unequivocal stand for God and for
his Word of Truth. At the present time the majority
of the clergymen who claim to be the religious diractors
of the people deny God, and deny his Word, and sub-
stitute their own wisdom therefor.

Satan has not the power to give life to the human
race. He never possessed such a power. Doubtless if
he had possessed that power, he would have given the
race eternal life and kept them under his control, that
his dominion might continue for ever. Jehovah God
is the only source of life. (dohn 17:3) He created man
and gave him life. God took away that life and right
thereto because of a violation of his law. He alone can
give man life. Then why waste time with other
schemes? Why look to other standards? Why listen to
the philosophy of world-wise men? Their wisdom is
foolishness in the sight of God. It is foolishness to every
one who understands and loves God.—1 Cor. 1: 20.



Plan of Redemption

.« JI God took away man’s right to live because man
had violated God’s just law, then how could God there-
atter grant life to man and he consietent? This is a
pertinent question which has puzzled many men, and
the Devil has succeeded in using the preachers to blind
most men to the true amswer.

God could not consistently reverse his judgment nor
set it aside and let man go free. Justice and judgment
are the habitation of Jehoval’s throne. (Psp. 89: 14)
GGod having declared his judgnent against Adam, Adam
must die, God could, however, consistently make a
provision that anether perfect man equal to Adam could
voluntarily go into death i Adanvs place and stead
and Adam thereby be released. Adam alone was sen-
tenced to death because he alone was on frial. All of
Adam’s children, now composing the entire human
family, were horn without a right to live hecause born
imperfect. For this reason it is stated: “In Adam all
die.”—1 Corinthians 15: 22.

It was the plan of Jehovah Godl that redemption for
Adam and his offspring be provided to the inteut that
all mankind shall have one fair opportunity for life.
When this opportunity is given, then everyoue who
avails himself thereof and obeys God’s righteous law
shall be granted life everlasting in a state of happiness.
(rod promised that he would redeem man from death
and purchase him from the power of the grave. (Hosea
13:14) His law provided that this could be done hy
a perfect life being given for a perfect life. (Exodus
21:23) 1In all the earth there was no one who counld
meet this reguirement of the law, because all were the
offspring of Adam. (Psalm 49:7) But the power of
the Almighty God was not limited. In heaven was the

- Logos, the beginning of God’s creation, always in har-

18



Plan. of Redemplion 19

mony with Jehovah and always obedient to his will.
—Jobhn 1:1-4. it

In God’s due time the Logos was transferred from
heaven to earth. ‘He was made {lesh and dwelt amongst
men.’ (John 1:14) When he stood upon this earth
at the age of thirty vears he was perfect in his organ-
ism, perfect in every manner. God proposed that he
should be granted the greatest place in the universe,
next to Jehovah himself, if he met the test now that
was before him. And what was that test? I'ull and
complete obedience unto the law of God under the
most adverse circumstances.—Hehrews 5:8, 9.

Why had he come to earth and why was he made a
man? The scripture answers: ‘To give his life a ran-
som, the purchase price for man. (Matthew 20:28)
He came that the people might have life and have it
more abundantly. (Joha 10:10) ‘l'o accomplish thix
purpose it was necessary for the perfect man Jesus to
voluntarily die as a sinner; that is to say, in the place
of the sinner in order that he miglit take the place of
the sinner who was in death. Concerning this, Jesus
gaid: “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I
lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, hut I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of my Father.”
~—John 10: 17, 18.

Jesus had the right to live ag a man. When he died
voluntarily, he surrendered his life as'a man that the
human race might benefit thierefrom. “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only hegotten Son.
that whosoever believeth in hirn should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
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the world to e¢ondemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved.”—John 3:16, 17.

Jesus met the test under the most adverse circum-
stances: “He humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the eross. Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name: that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under tle eurth; and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is l.ord,
to the glory of God the Father.—Philippians 2: 8-11.

IFFor whom did Jesus die? And the apostle unswers:
Ie tasted death “for every man”. (Hebrews 2:9)
He gave his life “a ransom for all, to he testified in due
time™.—1 "'imothy 2: 6. :

He arose from the dead the divine Christ Jesus and
ascended into heaven. He presented the great ransom
price in heaven itself.—THebrews 9: 24.

Do not the clergy teach that Jesus is the Redeemer
of man, and is not that a part of their standard that
they hold up to the people? Some of them teachi that
he died for man, while some of them deny this entirely,
but all of them nullify the great truth of the ransom
by many other erroneous doctrines which. they have in-
cluded in their standard and which serve as stumbling
stones over which the people have stumbled. There is
a great conflict hetween Catholics and Protestants. No
one can harmonize their teachings with each other or
with themselves. There is such a jargon and confusion
amongst the various denominations and such a mis-
representation of the divine program that none can un-
derstand the philosophy thereof. These stumbling stones
have been put there by the enemy Satan the Devil to
blind the minds of the people and turn them away from
God.



Stones Removed

The Lord speaking to mankind says: “Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the Tord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 5
(Isaiah 1:18) We must therefore know that God’s plan
is reasonable, but that anything that is unreasonable
cannot be in harmony with his plan.

One of the great stumbling stones, one which is main-
tained by the clergy, is that all men have immortal
souls and that there is in fact no death. Sensible men
have reasoned: If a man’s soul is immortal and he can-
not die, then how could the death of Jesus constitute
a ransom price? How could Jesus be the Redeemer of
an immortal soul; that is to say, a soul not subject to
death? Thereby the clergy nullify the ransom price.

The immortality of the soul is the first lie that the
Devil ever told. Jesus says so. God had said : Man shall
die. The Devil said: “Ye shall not surely die.”” The
clergy say the same thing. Jesus said that the Devil is
a liar. (John 8:44) In what clas$ do the clergy put
themselves?

The scripture reads that God formed man of the dust
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of lives, and man became a living soul. (Gonesis 2: ¥)
Man is the soul. He does not possess a soul. Man dies:
A soul dies,

A distinguished clelgyman in the city of New York
a short time ago over the radio said: “I would like to
know of some scripture that says that the soul dies.”
This is proof of the ignorance of the clergy. The scnp-
ture reads: “The soul that sinneth it shall die.”

Ezekiel 18:4; Psalm 89 48,
21
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" The clergy teach iu their standards that when a man
dies he merely has a change; and that if he is good he
goes to one place and if bad to another. They say that
some are in purgatory, where they may be prayed out
for a comsideration, while others are in hell, which is
represented to be a place of conscious torment, eternal
in duration. The reasonable mind says, If the dead are
in' eternal torment they can uever come out, bhecause if
they could ecome out that would prove that they ave
not there eternally : and if the dead ave there conscious
and being tormented, how could the redemptive price of
Jesus do themi any good? ‘L'his stumbling stone also
nullifies the ransom. :

“The living lmow that they shall die: but the dead
know not anything, neither have they any more a re-
ward ; for the memory of them is forgotten. ... What-
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge. nor wis-
dom, in the grave, whither thon goest.” (ILeclesiastes
9:5,10) “The dead praise not the lord, neither any
that go down into silence.”—DPsalm 115:17.

ITell, as used in the Bible, means grave, the tomb,
and net a place of couscious torment. liternal torment
is another stumbling stone which was placed by the
Devil, and which has held before the people the thought
that God is a fiend who will torture creatures for ever
without any reason. This.has had a fendeney to twrn
the minds of the people away from the just and true
God.

"I'he elergy also teach the doctrine of the trinity ; that
is to say, God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Ioly Ghost, one in person, equal in power. The reason-
able mind says: If the Lord Jesus was God himself,
how could a God be accepted as a ransom or exact cor-
‘esponding price for a man? Again the unholy doc-



Stoncs Remaoved 23

trine nullifies the plan of redemption. This has bee}l
another stumbling stone that has turned reasonable
people away from the Scriptures. 8

Jehoval is the only true God, besides whom there is
none; and his glory he will divide with no other. (Isaiah
42:5,8) 'The Lord Jesus is the Son. of the living God.
He said: “dy Father is greater than I.” (John 14 : 23)
And again he said: “I seek not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent me” (Jolm 5:30)
He prayed to God on the night before his crucifixion.
(John 17:1) Would any reasonable person think that
he was practising a fraud on others by praying to himi-
self? The term holy ghost is not a proper translation in
the Bible. The word translated “ghost™ should be trans-
lated spirit. The holy spirit means the invisible power
of God. The doctrine of the trinity is another false
doctrine that belongs to the standard of this evil world.

Many of the modern elergy teach and include in their
standard the doctrine of evolution; that is to say, that
man emanated from protoplasm and is a creature of
evolution. This of course deuies the ‘creation of man,
denies his need of a redecmer, and denies tho value of
the redemptive price. :

The clergy teach that the kingdoms of this world,
of which they are a part, constitute the kingdom of God,
and that these kingdoms are operating by divine right;
and they call upon the people to support them. 'This is
auother stumbling stone. Jesus declared: “My king-
dom is not of this world”; and he taught the people to
prepare for the coming of his kingdom. He promised
to return and set up his Kingdom.



Plan of Reconstruction

Even though all concede that Jesus died as the Re-
deemer of man, and that he arose form the dead, the
question remains: How is man to henefit thereby ? The
answer of the clergy, which they make a part of their
standard, is that if a man believes that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, and then joins theiir church and follows
their teachinge, wlen he dies he ean be saved.

The Catholics say that if a man is fairly geod he will
go to purgatory, where he remains for an indefinite
time and is prayed out, and then he may go to heaven.
The Protestants say that if he is a. good member of
their church until he dies. he will go straight to heaven.
Both Catholics and Protestants say that if the man is
bad, and does not belong to the church at all, he must
go to eternal torment.

But wlrat about the millions of heathen who never
heard of the Catholic church or the Protestant church?
What about the millions who died before either of these
systems was ever organized? Furthermore, the reason-
able mind asks: Catholic and Protestant systems, in
their standards, claim that all men who are saved at
all axe saved in heaven and that all the others go to
hell. What about the earth? “The plain statement of
God’s Word is that God made the earth to be inhabhited
ly man. Is it the intention of Cod that the earth is
to be for ever merely a breeding place for the human
Tace, a place of temporary abode; and that then they
must pass on to some other realm?

Only the Secriptures can give a satisfactory answer
to these questions. The people are thoroughly familiar
with, and completely disgusted with, the inconsistent
statements that the clergy have inserted in their stand-
ards in answer to these questions. ‘I'he basic promise
for the redemption and reécovery of the men and nations

24
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of the earth is that which God made to Abraham, in
which he said : “In thee shall all the families of the earth
be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3) Later God said: “In thy
geed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
(Genesis 22:18-22) This divine promise being true,
and it is true, it follows that the “seed”, being the
medium of blessing, must first be developed and man-
ifested before the blessing of the people could come.
What is the “seed according to the promise”? The
Scriptures answer: “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ.”---Galatians 3: 16.

Christ Jesus is the Head of the Christ, the church
being the body. (Colossians 1:18) Every true and
faithful one baptized into Christ becomes a pait of this
“seed according to the promise”.—Galatians 3: 27, 29.

The word “church®” means called-out class. It does
not mean the Catholic system nor the Protestant system
nor any other system of religion. It has reference to
the body of Christ, made up of men and women who
have unreservedly consecrated themselves to do God’s
will and who continue to do so even unto death. These
are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, their Head
and Redeemer. (1 Peter 2:21) Jesus did not ally him-
self with the preachers and politicians of this world, nor
with the clergy who claimed to represent the Lord but
who in truth and in fact represented.the Devil. The
true followers of Jesus cannot now have a part with
such an unholy alliance.

The clergy of our time say that we must be a part of
the world, that we must have the preachers and pol-
iticians in our churches, and that we must participate
in politics and advocate war in time of war and to help
vun the affairs of this world. The Lord’s Word says to
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them: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.” (James 4: 4) They are culled adulterers,
not because they are unchaste with the opposite sex, hut
because there is an illicit relationship between those who
profess to be followers of Christ and those who are the
avowed representatives of the Devil, the fulse god.

" The true Christian who will be a jart of the seed
according to the promise is the one who faithfully rep-
resents the Lord and stands for him. ‘f'o these certain
specific premises are made, amongst which is the fol- .
lowing: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10) That does
not say to be faithful unto war or some other wicked
scheme, but it says to be faithful unto the Lord to the
end. The reward is given to such in the resurrection;
because, say the Scriptures, “they shull be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
vears.” (Revelation 20:6) These, together with their
Head, Christ Jesus, constitute the royal fumily or king-
dom class. To such Jesus said: “It is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)
To such the Lord says: “T'o him tbat overcometh will
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 1 also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne.”—Revelation 3:21.

It is this true and faithful class constituting the seed
of Abraham that participate in the frst resurrection
and find their eternal abiding place in heaven. 1t is
only & small nurnber.—Luke 12: 32.

But what is to become of all other peoples of earth,
the heathen and the ignorant and the mass of those
who have been turned away from God because of the
mizrepresentation made by the false standards?



Judgment

God has appointed a day or time in which all of
these shall have an opportunity foir'life: because, says
the apostle, “this is good and acceptable in the sight of
tod our Saviour; who will have all men to be zaved.
and to come unto the [accurate] Lknowledge of the
truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3,4) The death of Jesus pro-
vided the salvation, and now each one must be brought
1o a knowledge of the truth. The day of this judgment
is the Millennial reign of Chuist, in which all ehall have
an opportunity to live. (Acts 17:31) What ¢hall be the
reward or blessing of those who obey and who receive
a favorable judgment? The answer is: Restoration to
that condlition of human perfeetion which Adam had
in liden before he violated God’s law and lost it all. All
the prophets from Samuel to Malachi have testified con-
cerning this period of restoration of the human family.
(Acts 3:24) Restoration means to restore that which
was lost. Adam, as we have seen, enjoyed peace, pros-
perity, health, life, liberty and happiness. All of these
he lost; all of these Jesus bought; all of these the
Lord Jesus Christ will restore to tlle «obedient ones. "+ .

It is conceded by all reasonable people that the nﬁ.—?
tions and peoples of the eairth are in an unuamtacto.ly'”_
condition. KEven the ruling classes are uneasy, in per-
plexity and distress. All have a longing for a change
to a better condition. Tt must he conceded, atter all of
these centuries of effort, that man cannot accomplish
these things for himself. Man has not been able to build
a satisfactory government. Who then has the power
and who can do it? The answer is: Jehovah God. He
gave life to man, he took life away, and he has made
provision for the redemption of man and restoration
to life. These blessings he will grant to man by and
through the kingdom of his beloved Son, Christ Jesus.

27
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Does that mean that in the outworking of the divine
plan God will give life everlasting to all men regard-
less of whether they want it or not? God never forces
his favors on any one. It is written: “( ... Forif byone
man’s oftence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of
righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
‘T'herefore, as by the offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness
of one the free gift came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous.””—Romans 5:17-19.

“¥For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Ro-
mans 6: 23) The apostle here answers the question. He
emphasizes the fact that life is a gift from God. A
gift is the result of a contract. ‘Chere must he a giver
and a receiver. The ore must be willing to give; the
other must be willing to receive. There must be a meet-
ing of the minds. Tt is impossible to give to a man who
refuses to receive the gift. Likewise it is impossible to
give to one who knows nothing about the offer. These
scriptures definitely settle the fact that the Lord Je-
hovah will offer life everlasting to mankind throngh
Jesus Christ and that all those who accept the ofler ou
the terms made, and render obedience, shall receive it.

The first thing essential to a gift is knowledge. After
the complete establishment of the kingdom of God the
people must be brought to a knowledge of the truth be-
fore their responsibility to accept or reject the truth
arises. It will not do to say that men throughout the
age have had an opportunity to receive the truth when
the truth has not been told to them. False doctrines
promulgated in the name of the Lord do not constitute
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the truth, nor do such doctrines place responsibility
upon men. The apostle in 1 Timothy 2:3,4, says:
“God, . . . who will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the [accurate] kmowledge of the truth.”
The death of Jesus Christ provides the salvation, and
knowledge is now the next step.

Why should knowledge he given and a knowledge of
what? The apostle answers: “For there is one God, and
onc¢ mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified
in due time.” (1 Timothy 2: 5, 6) His argument here
ig that there is one Jehovah God, the clergy teaching
that there are three. He says there is one Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave his life a ransom for
all; and that this fact must be testified in God’s due
time to all, that all may have the opportunity to either
accept or reject the offer.

Why have not the people been receiving the truth
throughout the entire Gospel Age? Tor two separate
and distinct reasons: (1) Because the Devil has blinded
their minds lest the truth should shine wnto them and
they would believe (2 Corinthians 4:3,4); and (2)
because it was not God’s due time to let the truth gen-
erally be Jmown. God does everything timely and in
order.

‘The clergy have been telling us for o long time that
God has been trying to convert the world, and that their
business is to convert the woild and bring people into
the church. This is also an erroneous statement. God
does not try to do anything. He does things, accord-
ing to his will. Surely we should atttribute to the great
Jehovah more wisdon: and ability than to believe for
a2 moment that he would commit to imperfect men the
trememdous job of converting the world and bringing
them to him. Why then have men been trying to
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preach the gospel ? Jehovah has had the gospel preached
that those who had the ear to hear might hear, that he
might take out from the world a people for his name, to
wit: those who would be the followers of Christ Jesus
and who would prove faithful and be associated with
him in his kingdom.—Acts 15:14-17.

God has not forced an¥ one to accept his message of
truth. On the other hand the Secriptures declare: “\Vho
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matthew 13:9,43)
Comparatively few have desired to hear ; and these have
had to war against the influence of the adversary and
to walk in the light of the truth. The faithful Chris-
tians who thus continue faithful unto death, and who
participate in the first resurrection, are thereby changed
from human to spirit beings. They are made members
of the royal family of heaven. They constitute, together
with Christ Jesus, the “seed of promise”, according to
the promise which God made to Abraham. (Galatians
3:16,27,29) It is written: “Nevertheless we, accord-
ing to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.””—=2 Peter 3: 13.

What is this new heavens and new emth here spoken
of? It is the kingdom of God mentioned in symbolic
phrase ; heavens referring to the invisible part. and
earth referring to the visible part of God’s kingdom.

What will be God’s method, according to his Word,
of bringing the knowledge of the truth to the people
in order that they may accept or reject it as a gift?
The Scriptures answer that by the establishment of his
kingdom of righteousness, to wit, the new heavens and
new earth above mentioned—that by and through this
he will bring a kmowledge of the truth to mankind
in general.

The clergy have taught that the present kingdoms
of earth eonstitute the kingdom of God; and they join
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in a proclamation stating that the League of Nations is
the political expression of God’s kingdom. Is that true
or not? It is not only untrue, but grossly false. The
League of Nations is what is designated in the serip-.
{ures as the “Image of the Beast” (Revelation 13: 14,
15), which is another product of the Devil by which he
attempts to rule the nations and peoples of the earth
and keep them in subjection to himself, and to twm
away their minds from the true and living God and
from his kingdem.

When Jesus stood before Pilate he declared: “My
kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36) By this
he meant to be understood as sa)ing, Satan the Devil
is the god of this pr esent world. He is the invisible ruler
and he is evil. He fules in the earth by his visible
representatives and they are evil. Jesus taught his
discip®s to.pray to God and to say: “Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth as in heaven.” (Matt.
6:10) This of itself shows that his ldngdem is not of
the evil world nor during the time of the evil world
In fact, the kingdom of ughteousness and the kingdom:
of unrighteousness could not’exist al one and the saino
time and both be in control of the people of the eaith.~

When Jesus was on earth, the burden of his message
was concerning the kingdom. Just before his erucifixion
he told his disciples that e was going awny and would
prepare a place for them and that he would come agifn’
and receive them unto himself. (John 14:2, 3) All the
prophets had taught concerning the coming of God’s
kingdom. 'The Jews laoked forward to that time. ‘I'he
disciples of Jesus understood that the evil world must
end before his kingdom would be put into operatiom.
Tor this reason they asked him the questiou : “l'ell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign
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of thy presence, and of the end of the world ?”—Mat-
thew 2:4: 3.

The answer of Jesus may be summed up briefly in
these words: That when the time came for the ending
and passing away of the evil world a great world war
would occur in which nation would rise against nation
and kingdom against kingdom ; that famines and rev-
olutions would follow; and that these things would
mark the beginning of the sorrows upon the people;
that during that period God’s favor would hegin to he
cxpressed to the Jews in returning them to Palestine;
that then the nations would be in distress and per-
plexity ; and that then would follow the preparation for
another great and terrible time of trouble such as the
world has never known.—Matthew 24: 7-22.

These prophetic utterances began tohave a fulfilment
in 1914 and are still in course of fulfilment. The Serip-
tures show that in 1914 Jesus, at the command of Je-
hovah, began to exercise his power to oust Satan as the
invigible ruler, for the reason that the time had come.
(Psalm 110:1-6) The Scriptures show that the Lord
Jesus Christ, as Jehovah’s executive officer, first expelled
Satan from heaven, his place of invisible rule. This hag
already taken place. The next is the destruction of his
cmpire in earth; and we are rapidly approaching that
and in this conflict the Lord Jesus Christ will be vic-
torious, as it is written: “These shall make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he
is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are
with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” (Rev-
elation 17:14) The beast here represents the Devil's
earthly organization ; the Lamb is 2 symbolic name for
the Lord Jesus Christ; and they that are with him in
the victory are the faithful overcomers.
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What is God’s method of operation through swhich
he will bring the blessings to the people? The answer
is: Through his kingdom, of which Christ Jesus is the
king and head, who will establish the new heavens [in-
visible ruling power] and the new earth [visible rul-
ing power]. Are there any seriptures to the effect that
the Lord Cod will establish a kingdom? ‘The Seriptures
show that in the days of the ruling kings of earth the
God of heuven will establish his kingdom. It is written:
“In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set
ap a kingdom which shall never be destroyed : and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and
it shall stand for ever.”—Daniel 2: 44,

Be it noted that this kingdom of God will not be left
to profiteers and politicians nor to preachers, nor to
anyone else. The Lord himself will be the ruler. This
kingdom will mark the fulfilment of the prayer which
Jesus taught his diseiples to play for the doing of the
will of God on earth.

Are there other scriptures w arrantmg the conelusion
that God intends to. establish by and through Christ a
kingdom of righteousness on earth different from what
we now see? God’s prophet Isaiah wrote long ago con-
cerning that kingdom: “For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given, and the government shall be
upon his shoulder; and his name shall he called Won-
derful, Couusellor, The mighty God, the everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and with justice, from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this.’—Isaiah 9: 6, 7.
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These things being true, then the clergy have not
beeir giving the people the truth coneerning God’s stand-
ard? They have not. Everyone who is acquainted with
the teachings of the clergy may compare their teachings
with the divine standard and be able to amnswer the
question for himself and that satisfactorily.

God’s S‘tandard

The term “the standard for the people” vefers to the
only and true standard. Such a standard could not
originate with man, because 1man is imperfect. It must
be the standard of the Lord. The time must come
when this standard is lifted up for the people in order
that some might know the truth. When should we ex-
pect it to be lifted up ? The answer is: At the end of
the world, with the passing away of Satan’s empire, at
the time when the mations and peoples are preparing
for the great and terrible conflict, which everyone sees
about us now. Long ago the prophet of Jehovah wrote,
concerning this time: “Go through, go through the
gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast
up the highway ; gather out the stomes; lift up a stand-
ard for the people.”” (Isaiah 62:10) What then is the
standard that the Lord commands shall be lifted up?

(1) That Jehovah is the only true and living Cod,
beside whom there is none. He is the Creator of heaven
and earth. -He gave life to man and took away life. He
will provide the way for man to get life. He made the
earth for man’s habitation. Every act of his is prompted
by unselfishness. Ile is the embodiment of love. He is
the true and lasting friend of man. The people must
learn that Jehovah is God and obey him.

(R) That Jesus is the beloved Son of God; that by
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his death and resurrection he provided the great re-
demptive price for man; that to him is committed all
power in heaven and in earth as the active agent of
Jehovah ; that he is the King of kings and Lord of
lords; that the time has now come for him to begin his
reign; and that the first work of his reign is to oust
Satan, to destroy the evil systems and restrain Satan
that he may deceive the nations no more (Revelation
20:1-8), and then to destroy all the works of Satan.
—1 John 3:8.

(3) That the kingdom of heaven, God’s kingdom, is
here ; that Christ Jesus, the great King, has begun his
reign and now the time has come when the stumbling
stones of error shall be cast out. the way made clear for
the people, and the people given the truth in order that
they might lmow the way that leads to life and happi-
DEEs.

As the people come to realize that the standards long
held before them by men are standards of unrighteous-
ness they must forsake such. Seeing the standard of
God, to it they ean rally and find there the way that
leads to a full realization of their heart’s desire.

The psalmist declares: “The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear him; and he will show them his
covenant.” (Psalm 25:14) The margin of this text
veads: “And his covenant to make them know it.” The
reverence of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.
(Proverbs 1:7) The people must begin to know the
truth concerning God’s plan. Hence it is essential for
every one to apply his mind to an understanding of the
truth recorded in the Seriptures, which set forth God’s
way and the means of bringing blessings to all families
of the earth according to his promise.



Highway of Holiness

Jehovah through his prophet commands that the
highway be cast up. This is symbolic phrase. A high-
way is a plain way to travel, and here the expression
means that the way of the people to return to God must
be made plain. The only means by which this ean be
done is to give them a lmowledge of God and his
gracious arrangement made for their henefit. This must
be done at the heginning of the reign of Chyist. During
his reign and during the time of the judgment of the
world it is written: “And an highway shall he there,
and a way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness ;
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for
those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein.’—Isaiah 35: 8.

This is called the highway of holiness hecause it is
the Lord’s way; and with him all things are holy. It
pictures the way from the heginning of the reign of
Christ the Messiah until the end thereof. No unclean
one shall pass the entire length of that way, but it
shall be for the cleansing of those who attempt to pass.
That is to say, the unclean shall'start over it and, be-
ing obedient to the rules of God’s righteous kingdom,
they will be cleaned up and made right before they
reach the end; hut refusing to do this they swvill not be
permitted to pass to the end. This we see so cleurly
mavked out in the Word of God that a wayfaring man,
though he belong to the ruling class of the evil worldy
ought to he able to see that way in due time.

What God Requires
Before God, through Christ, will begin the work of
restoring the human race Satan’s empire must com-
pletely pass away. God, through Chuist, will destroy
- 36
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Satan and his wicked works. (Psalm 110:5,6) All
the nations are now preparing for a terrible war. All
the ruling factors in particular see it approaching. It
will be that great battle described in the Bible as the
battle of Armageddon, the battle of God Almighty
against Satan and his forces, in which Satan will be
completely defeated. It will be a time of trouble such
as the world has never before known. Jesus declared
that it will be the end of all trouble on earth.—Matthew
24: 21, 92.

God has remained silent and permitted Satan and
his emissaries to come to a fulness in wickedness; and
now, as the prophet says: “The Lord hath a controversy
with the nations; . . . he will give them that are
wicked to the sword.” (Jeremiah 25:31) Then the
prophet proceeds to give a description of that terrible
conflict in these words: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and
a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of
the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that
day from one end of the earth even unto the other end
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the
ground.”—Jeremiah 25: 32, 33. /

At the present time, and fox a long time past, the
clergy have posed before the people as their shepherds
to lead them and teach them; and the principal of
their flocks are the profiteers and politicians. Concern-
ing them in this time of trouble the Lord says: “Howl,
ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the
ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your
slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished ;
and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shep-
herds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of.
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the flock 1o escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds,
and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall ho
heard; {for the Lord hath spoiled their pasture.”’—
Jeremiah 25: 34-36.

The ILord describes that terrible time of trouble in
which he likens the peoples of the world to a drunken
man who staggers to and 1o and then comes to his
wits’ end.—Dsalm 107 : 22-29.

It is during the period of time hetween the Wourkl
War and this final trouble that the Lord commands that
the good news concerning his kingdom for the blessing
of the people shall be preached as a witness to the na-
tiong, (Matthew 24:14) 'This has been and is heing

done. And it is during that same period of time that

Satan the Devil is diligently flooding the minds of the
people with all manner of errors in an attempt to turn
their minds away from the true God. It is at this sama
time that the Lord lifts up a standard against him and
for the people—Isaiah 59 : 19 ; 62: 10.

God’s standard of righteousness is lifted up that all
peoples of good will who have an honest and sincere
desire to know the truth and to become righteous
nmay do so. Is there any special promise that such may
elaim at this time? And the Lord answers: “Before
the decree come forth, before the day pass as the ehaff,
before: the fierce anger of the Liord come upon you, he-
fore the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought
his judgment: seek righteousness, seek meekness : it may
be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.”
—Zephaniah 2:2, 3.

This is the reason for calling the attention of the
people to these truths at this time. There is neither
a desire nor an effort to induce any one to join any
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church system or organization. The sole desire is to
lift up the standard for the people, calling their at-
tention to the fact that Jehovah is the only true God,
that Jesus Christ is the King, and that his kingdom is
the method of relicf for the people. Satan has induced
many . people to believe that God commands men to
ohey him because he is a sellish God. God never did
anything nor commanded anything be done because of
selfishness. IIe is wholly unselfish. Whatsoever he does
teward man is for man’s own good.

Profiteers do not regard their obligation to their fel-
low man as anything. They see the-wrath of God ap-
proaching. They are in fear and trépidation, and they
have to do something to protect themselves. Out of
their ill-got guains they confribute a few millions to
charity, or endow some institution, thinking that such
will secure their protection. _

Politicians misrepresent the people in order that they
might carry out their own selli¢h purposes. They know
they do wrong and they think to alone for their wrong-
doing by going to some church building and participat-
ing with the clergymen in some formal service and
making a reasonable contribution to the expenses of
the institution.

The clergymen as a cluss are so impressed with their
own piety and importance that they receive aid from
the profiteers and politicians as of their own right and
their part of the spoils of government, for which they
render their share in keeping the people in subjection.
Arrogantly they assume to be the spiritual advisers of
the government and the people, and then unmercifully
denounce and persecute humbhle Christians who dare tell
the truth m the name of the Lord.

Theee three elements, composing the governing fac-
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tors, hope to please the Lord with their contributions of
money and wisdom. Long ago the Lord, having reference
to’them and to others like them, said: “Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thou-
sunds of rivers of 0il? shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul ? He hath showed thee, O man, what is good ; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but.to do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”
—Micah 6:7,8.

Justice, mercy and obedience are the three primary
things whieh God requires everyone to do before he will
ever have divine approval.

To do justice means to do that. which is right and
righteous. It means to be honest, true and truthful It
means to deal fairly and impartially with all. Jehovah
is “a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right
is he”.—Deuteronomy 32 : 4.

Those who will receive the approval of the Lord will
be required to learn to do right toward all. In the
nineteenth chapter of Leviticus the Lord God enumer-
ates some of the things that will be required of every
man to do right according to his law, Amongst many of
these things he says: “Ye shall do no unrighteousness
in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.
Just balances, just weights, ...shall ye have. I am
the Lord your God.”—Lerviticus 19: 35, 36.

It is not right that profiteers obtain coxtrol of the
food and fuel needed by the people and then compel
them to pay exorbitant prices for it, greatly to their
suffering and distress. It is not right to give false
measures, to cheat and to defrand. It is not right and
just to oppress the poor. All the contributions to charity
that may be made will not compensate for dishonesty
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practised on one’s fellow man. Those who deal justly
with the poor will receive a special favor. “Blessed is
he that considereth the poor: the l.ord will deliver him
in time of trouble. The Lord will preserve him, and
keep him alive ; and he shall be blessed upon the earth:
and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his
enemies.”—Psalm 41:1, 2.

It is not just and right for profiteers and politicians
to scheme and lay plans for war, and then passionately
appeal to the patriotism of the people to carry on that
war. It is not just and right for the clergy to claim
to be followers of the Prince of Peace and at the same
time join hands with profiteers and politicians in advo-
cating war, as-they did in 1914, und urge the people
into the trenches. Cod will not excuse them for this,
but says: “In thy skirts is found the blood of the souls
of the poor innocents: I have not found it hy secret
search, but upon all these’—Jeremiah 2:34.

Mercy means compassionate treatment of the unu-
{ortunate and helpless. It means loving kindness ghown
toward another. Justice alone exercised toward men
would have sent Adam and all of his offspring into
eternal destiuction. God extended lis mercy toward
man and made provision for his recovery.—Psalm 86: 5.

A distinction must he made hetween wrong and
wrong-doers. It is written concerning the beloved Son
Jesus: “Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wicked-
ness: therefore Clod, thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”(Psalm 45:7)
God hates sin, but he is merciful to the sinner. That is
the disposition which all must eultivate who will have
(tod’s approval. Such is %e standard of the Lord. The
disposition to oppress is foreign to righteousness. The
divine rule ig thus stated: “Therefore if thine ememy

i
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hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for.in
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Ro-
mans 12: 20, 21) “See that none render evil for evil
unto any man ; but ever follow that which is good, both
nmong \oursel\es, and to all men” (1 Thessalonians

5:15) How different is this from the standard held
101'th by the ruling factors during the present and past
centuries |

Those who will receive God’s approval must walk
humbly before him. That means that one’s course of
action must be that of willing submission to the laws
of God. The laws of God are righteous; and to walk
humbly before God one must love righteousness and
dlhgentlv strive to do that which is rlght The chief
commandment that God has given is:* “Thou  shalt
love the Lord thy God.” Love means to he unselfishly
devoted to his cause. No one can love and support the
Devil’s system and at the same time love the Lord God.

‘Those who please the Lord must take a delight in doing,

that which he has pointed out because such is righteous:

To walk humbly before God is to ascertain from the
Word of God what are his commandments and then
diligently try to obey them. No one can obtain this
knowledge without the study of the Bible, God’s Word
of Truth. Each one then who desires the blessings that
God has in store for man should provide himself with
a Bible and such helps as will enable him to understand
the Bible, and should study these diligently.

The philanthropists, the cooperative workers, the
social-uplift workers, and all like organizations are
organized to carry on because some human minds have
Teasoned that this is the way to accomplish: man’s up-
lift. They have not consulted the Word of God to sce

)
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whether their way is in harmony with his way. (Isaiah
55:9,10) The clergy and worldly-wise men have at-
tempted to convert the world and get the people into
their organizations. ‘I'his is the result of their human
reasoning and not according to the Seriptures. God says
to those who would have his approval: “Trust in the
Lord with all thive heart; and lean not unto thine own
undevstanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direet thy puaths.”—Proverbs 3:5, 6.

Why should we think that any man or cempany of
men has sufficient wisdom to formulate a scheme that
will bring peace, happiness, health and life to the peo-
ple? For sixty centuries these schemes have been
formulated and these hwman standards have been held
up to the people, and all of them have failed. All of
them have ignered CGo’s way. Jehovalh God is perfect
in wisdom, justice. love ad power. He makes no mis-
takes. He has let man go to hig extremity., Now he will
give man an opportunity 1o humbly heed and obey God’s
way, that man may rective his heart’s desire. The
schemes of men do net furnish o basis for any hope.
Why not turn to the Word of Cod?

A Real Hope

Hope means fo have a desive for that which is bene-
ficial and a good reuren to expect to receive the same.
A good reason for having such expectution is to be in
possession of competent evidence coming from a truth-
ful source, which evidence proves that the thing ex-
pected can be received. There ean be no hope without
faith. There can he no faith without knowledge and a
confident reliance upon the evidence or proof furnishing
that knowledge. A hope may be based upon a prom-



44 The Standard for the People

ise; but in order for that hope to be realized the one
making the promise must have the ability or disposi-
tion to make good that promise, and then to make it
good. Men, institutions, and governments composed of
men have made many promises; but they have been
without ability to make them good and for such reason,
if for no other, their promises have failed.

God is all-powerful. He is unselfish. His Word is
true. When God makes & promise, he has the disposi-
tion and the power to make it good. He has neves
failed in one of his promises. God does not change.
(Malachi 3:6) The Lord God says: “I have spoken
it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, X
will also do it.” (Isaiah 46:11) “So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me wvoid; but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send
it.”—Isaiah 55:11.

Man can be absolutely certain that if God makes a
promise he will make that promise good. Man there-
fore has a sure foundation for his hope when he relies
upon the promises of God. Let us now examine some
of the promises of God, and see what man can hope to
have in God’s due time.

Man’s desire is for peace, plenty, health, strength,
life, liberty and happiness. He has no hope of receiving
any of these things by following the standards that men,
governments and systems have heretofore held forth.
If God has promised that man shall have these things,
then by complying with the conditions attached to the
promises, man may confidently hope to receive them.
Such is a real hope. Such a hope God’s standard holds
for the people.



His Kingdom and Blessings

Jehovah is God. Jesus Chrigf, his beloved Son, isthe
Redeemer of man, the anointed King. God has promised
that with the end of Satan'’s rule he will establish a
kingdom for the henefit of man, and that this king-
dom shall not e left to others, and that it shall stand
for ever. There will be no profiteers, no politicians, nor
false preachers in that kingdom. Cheist the invisible
King will rule, with hig visible representatives: on the
earth acting under his direet supervigion and control.
“Behold, a king shall reign in vighteousness, andd princes
shall rule in judgment.” (fsajah 82:1) ‘Lhe faithtul
men of eld, Abraham, Isane, und Jacob resurrected as
perfect human beings, will be the visible represeutatives
or princes in the earth.— Psalm 45 : 10.

‘Thien a mau will be considered as workh gordething.
In. beautiful poetic phrase the prophet deseribes it:
“And a man shall be as an hiding ploce €rom the wind,
and a covert from the tewnpost; as rvivers of water in
a dry place; as the shadow of a great rouk in a weary
land. And the eyes of them (hat see sholl not be dim;
and the ears of them that hear shall hearken” —Isaiah
32:2,3.

The Prince of Peuce will he in control of that gov-
ernment, and of the inerease of his government and
peace there shall be no ewd. (Tsainh 9:6, V) No more
shall the people be ravaged hy war: hecause, declares
the Lord, when his kingdom is establiched the people
“shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks : nation shall ot lif up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more™.
(Isaiah 2:R2-4) "Through Messial’s kingdom, and that
alone, will the people realize their desire for an ever-

45
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lasting peace where they may dwell together and have
no fear of war or of assault from their enemies. “But
they shall sit every man under his vine and under his
fig. tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath epoken it. For all
people will walk every one in the name of his god, and
we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever
and ever.”—Micah 4:4,5.

Plenty

If everybody on earth should now deal justly one
with another there would be plenty for all. Thete is
no just cause for a shortage of food and fuel. A few
have great excess; the many have a scanty supply ; while
still others have none. God has promised that in his .
kingdom famines will be impossible. In the first place
the profiteers will not be permittecdl to ply their husi-
ness. Nothing shall hurt or destroy in all that holy
kingdom. (Isaiah 11:9) The Lord will rule in right-
eousness, and with righteousness shall he judge the poor.
(Isaiah 11:4) Then when the judgments of the Lord
are in the earth the people will learn righteousness.—
Isaiah 26:9.

They will learn o minister one unto another and to
help. one another. The Lord will furnish the people
with a means of eradicating the weeds and the thistles
and thorns, that the earth may bring forth the things
that they need. (Isaiah 55:13) Then the earth shall
vield her increase. (Psalm 67:6) “And in this king-
dom shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a
feast of fat things.”” (Isaiah 25:6) “He shall judge
thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judg-
ment. The kingdom chall bring peace to the people, and
the little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the
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poor of the people, he shall save the children of the
needy, and shall break in picces the oppressor. They
ghall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure,
throughout all generations. o shall ¢come down like
rain upon the mown grass: w8 khowerg fhat water the
carth, In his days shall the rvighteous lHouvigh; and
abundance of peace as long us the moeon endureth.”
—Psalm 72:2-7.

Health

Health is one of the things that the people have Touy
desired. All have suffered fram laek of health. All the
efforts that man has been able o put forlll have nolb
brought lasting health to the people. "There is nothing
in the standards held up by the various systoms or gov-
ernments that confuln uny lLasis for n hope of health.
Took now to the standard of the Lord aud see what it
promices to those that walk humbly hefore him, ‘The
Lord says: “Behold, I will hring it health and cure,
and I will cure lhum, ad will yevenl unto them the
abundance of peace and teuth?” (Tereminh 332 6) “And
the inhabitant shull not suy, L um siek; the people Hat
dwell therein shall he forgiven their iniguity.”—Isuinh
33 : 24.

Life

Life in a state of peacy s happiness is Lthe greatest
desire of man. Ior sixty cenfuries the human family
has been racked by discase, and billions have gone down
in sorrow to the grave. All the schemes that wen have
ever put forth concerniug eternnl life, ull the statements
upon the standard of men or institutions promising
life, have been and are false. Satan declured that there
is no death; and his representatives on earth have been
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preaching for centuries that man does: not die. But
human experience proves that this is entirely false.
Why longer be deceived by the false standards of men?
Turn now to the standard of the Lord and see what it
holds as a hope for man.

Jesus Christ declared: “This islifeeternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) Keep always in
mind that originally GOD gave life to man and that
GOD took away that 1ight to life because of dis-
obedience. Remember then that GOD ALONE pro-
vided for the redemption of man from death and the
grave according to his promise ; that these provisions for
redemption are through the merit of the ransom sacri-
fice of the Lord Jesus; that GOD has appointed 2 day
or period of time in which he will give all men an op-
portunity to reap the henefits of this ransom sacrifice and
an opportunity to be restored to perfect human life. It is
in the Messianic kingdom on earth that this opportunity
shall be given to man; and this kingdom is now be-
ginning. ‘he apostle states that the second coming
and reign of the Lord is for the purpose of giving an
opportunity first to the living and then to those that
are dead; and that this opportunity shall be given in
his kingdom, (2 Timothy 4: 1) The kingdom is now be-
ginning, and that is why these truths are coming to the
knowledge of the people.

The Prophet Job, in poetic phrase, describes the mis-
erable condition in which man finds himself and shows
how vain it is to follow the standards of men ; and then
he turns his words to the Messenger of the covenant,
namely, the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings. He
shows that this great Messenger is the one among 2
thousand and altogether lovelj' ; and that llf man hears
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and obeys this great Messenger, who interprets and
makes the Word of God plain, God then * is gracious
unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going dewn fo
the pit [grave]”, and the response of man ig: *“I have
found a xansam.” Then what shall result to the one who
is obedient and walks humbly before God? 'I'h¢ proph-
et answers: ‘“His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s;
he shall return to the days of his youth.”—.Jaly 314 : 19-25.

" The Apostle Peter stated that all the prophets have
testified concerning the restoration blessings thal are
coming to man if man is obedient to God’s law. (Acts
3:19,20) St Paul, discussing the matter, says con-
cerning Christ : “But now is Christrisen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them thatl slept. . . . For
he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his
feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is denth.”
—1 Corinthians 15 : 20, 25, 26.

St. John, after giving a vivid description of ilie new
heavens and earth, namely, the uew invisible ruliug
power and the mew goverument upon the carth, aud
pointing out God’s arrangement for men, gays: “And
God shall wipe away all tewrs from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there e any more puin: for the former
things are passed awiy. And he that sat upon the
throne said, Behold, ! make all things new. And he
said unto me, Write: for theso words are true and faith-
ful.”’—Revelation 21: -, 5.

Those now residing on euarth first having had their
opportunity, then will come from the tomb those who
have long slept in the dust of the earth. T'he LProphet
Daniel, speaking first of the time when Michael the
Christ, who stands up tor the people, shall take his
power and reign, says thut then those sleeping in the
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duet of the ecarth shall awake. (Daniel 12: 1, 2) The
Lord Jesus,. referring to the same time, said: “All in
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth.”
(John 5:28.29) Again Jesus, speaking of the same
time, said: “Verily, verily, I say unto vou, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never see death.”—John 8: 51.

Heve is the positive saying that the man who obeys
the Liord, walking humbly before him, shall never die.
But of course he must first come to a lnowledge of the
truth ; and for this reason the truth is first testified to
him. Then if he hears and obeys he shall never die.
Again the Lord Jesus said, referring to the same time:
“And whosoever liveth and bélieveth in me shall never
die.”—John 11: 26.

The people have been wicked all through the cen-
turies because of the wicked influence of Satan the
Devil. But Satan is to be restrained that he may de-
ceive them no more; and then the wicked man, turn-
ing-to righteousness, shall live and shall not die. (Rev-
elation 20:1-3)  “When the wicked man turneth away
from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth
that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul
alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away from
all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall
surely live, he shall not die.”—Izekiel 18: 27, 28.

Because the time has come for the fulfilment of these
great truths, because the Lord’s kingdom is at hand,
and because a generation of people exists upon the earth
in ordinary times for fifty years or more, we are now
able to confidently say that there are millions of people
residing on the earth who shall have an opportunity to
accept the light of God and walk humbly before him
and, so doing, shall live for ever, being restored to a
pertect condition of body and mind,



Liberty
Liberty is one of the things that man has desived.
He has always been in bondage to some lkind of appres-
sion. e has been in bondage also to the great eneny
sickness and death. The Lord Jesus Chrisl declares that
he who accepts and obeys the truth ehall be set free;
and when the Lord sets him free he shall e freo indesd.
(John 8:32) Tlere then is a busis for the likerly that

the people have so long desired.

Happiness

Happiness is another thing mankind has always de-
sired. All the happiness that man has enjoyid on this
earth has been temporury. ‘I'ieve have no rosl joy
and happiness resulted, nor can such cver result, from
heeding and following standards of men, Why uow
should we longer hold to those withering standards ?
Let us turn our minds now to God's stundurd, which
he.had commanded to now be held up to the people, mud
see whether or not it furnishes n basin of hopo for haps
piness.

What could produce Lappiness? 'I'ho angwor is: ‘To
cnjoy everlasting peace, cverlusting plenty, overlusting
health, everlasting life. All theso things aro guarnn bl
by the scriptures above vitel,

If all the blind eyes should bo restorad wo that they
could see; if all deafness houll paws awuy, ull lamonesa
or crookedness of hody shontd conses if tharn should be
nothing in the land to hawm : if the governmenty always
were righteous and the people righteous aund love the
motive directing their actions, would nol ‘that' be a
happy time? Is not this really whul the people desire?
Qod’s Word furnishes an absolute aud certuin hope for
the realization of this desire.

. [}
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Referring to the hlessed reign of Christ, God’s proph-
et says: “Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with
vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come
and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall he
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall he unstopped.
Then ghall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue
of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
brealc out, and streams in the desert. Ancl the parched
ground shall hecome a pool, and the thirsty land springs
of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay,
shall be grass, with reeds and rushes. . . . And the.
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Ziown
with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads: they

- shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing

shall flee away.”—Isaiah 35:4-%, 10.

One of the early things to be accomplished in this
kingdom will be to remove the ignorance and supersti-
tion from the minds of the people and to destroy in
their minds that which is contained in the standards
that earthly institutions are now holding forth. Con-
cerning this God’s prophet says: “And he will destroy
in this mountain [kingdom] the face of the covering
cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all
nations. He will swallow up death in victory; and the
Liord God will wipe away tears from ofl all faces; and
the rebuke of his people shall he take away [rom off all
the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.”—IXsa. 25: 7, 8.

Truly Jehovah is the only true and loving God. His
justice, wisdom, love and power always operate to-
gether in "harmony. He has made provision for the
redemption and deliverance of man; and now after a
long dark night of suffering and sorrow the light of
(truth is breaking forth. God’s standard is unfurled be-
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(Erom the Press)

World Reconstruqtion

A Standard to Guide the People

UNANIMOUS adoption of resolution by multitude of
Christians attended with great enthusiasm.

Judge Rutherford’s Stirring Address in Support of Reso-
lution.

Indianupolls,  Indiana, August 30—Cadle Auditorium,
with o capucity of 12,000, was packed out and great num-
bers turned away when Judge Rutherford spoke this after-
noon in support of a resolution presented to the Conveution
0f International Bible Students on the day previous. ‘the
resolution wus unanimously adopted by a rising vote amidst
great enthusiasm.

M. Robert J. Martiu, of New York city, acting chairman
of the mass meetlng, read the resolutiou which is set forth
herein in full and then introduced Judge Rutherford. The
great multitude gave the keenest atteution to every word
of the speaker and when he lad eoucluded :rose en masse
in supbort of lis povltlon

Qhe wsolul.).on, q its name III![)JIGS s truly a “messuge of
lope?. Tu is iulﬂle%sed' to all pedples of zood will tiirough-
out the gentn, anil empllﬂslm“: the imperative necessity tor
the peoples’ Tnforming themskives | coucérning (he divine
standard for the reconstruction of the woyld,

This “mess.xge of hope” bids fair to stand forth with
marked distinction in the world s a gulding document ap-
selfishly appealing to the peoples to look well to their own
intevests. In his address Judge Rutlerford emphasizes the
fact that the body of Christiuns presenting the message to
the people of guod will are seeking ueither money noi
men. This alone should commerd it to the candid uand
favorable consideration of all.
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Message of Hope

To Awur Propres or Goop WILL:

The International Bible Students In Cienarnl Convention
assembled send greetings:

When in the course of humuan afalry the nutiony hive
reached a condition of extremlly It I8 due thno that the
peoples give consideration to the inducluy cnuses, ta Lhe
proffered remedies and to the true remedy., Wo hwnbly (-
vite consideration of thls miessuge o the el thut the pea.
ples might find consolation thereln uud hape for el e
ture welfare.

For centuries man has been the victim of obpresslon, wis,
famine, sickness, sorrow and deunth. At all Hines he bhag do-
sired peace, prosperity, health, Iife, Uberty and happliness.

World powers, science und philogophy Sconnnerco ntd 1o
ligion, have eich in turn offered Lheh: respuetlvy swinedies
for man’s relief. In the nmme und wmnler thoe gilde of
democracy, these combine in otfering thei: Jolnt und several
powers to meet the requlrements of mun., Togother they
claim to be the sunlight of the world, hatdlng Corth all tha
light that shines to enlighten und gulde the human race

Intrigge, duplidty and trickery uro freoly resorted Lo by
the polltical and commerclal powers ; seicueo und philonephy
are marked by vanity and selfsuflciency : swhilo the re-
llglonists, both Catholic and Protestunt, ure conspledaus hy
thefr arrogance, self-concelt, implety fud  ungodiness
Therefore it is appareut that the remedlos offerad hy nny
and all of these aforementivped clements nro vin, hupotent
and powerless to satisfy mau's deslre.

Catholicism claims and assumes (hat whith Jusity btlongs
exclusively to God. Modernists deny God, deny His Word
and His Plan of redemptlon and offer Hllnd force as @ reu-
¢dy for man’s undone condltion. Fondamentulists while
professing to believe the Bible by thelr course of nction

Go



36 The Standard jor the People

deny the same. They teach false and God dishonoring doe-
trines and together with Catholies and Modernists are al-
lied with the political and commereial powers of the world
in blasphemously eclaiming the ability to establish God’s
kingdom on eairth. All of these have combined under Satan
their superlord, to push God into a corner and to dishonor
His name,

TPhe results are that the peoples are smarting undex the
oppressive weight of commercial profiteers and their allieg,
have lost faith in their politlcal leaders and no'longer have
respect for the religionists who have misled them. Being
cuided by the false light of such an ungodly and unkoly
alliance, the peoples have fallen into darkness. 'Chey are
like lost sheep scattered upon the miountain tops without
2 shepherd and are without food and shelter and are made
the prey of wild beasts.

The causes for this deplorable condition are that man by
reason of original sin fell from perfection; and that Satan
the enemy. of God and all righteousness i3 the invisible ruler
o1 god of this evil world and by his various agencles has
turned the minds of many DPeoples away from God and
from His truth.

The greatest crisis of fhe ages is impending and about
to fall, because the old world has ended and Satan's lease
of power is done. Knowing this, and that his time is short,
the Wevil is trying to overwhelm the peoples with a great
{flood of false and deceptive doctrines and to turn their
minds completely :vvay from Jeliovah. The time has ceme
for God to malke for Himself a name in the earth and for
the peoples to know the 1'ruth concerning the Divine Plan,
which is the only meaus of salvation' for tlie world.

‘Rhekefore, in ‘the:nadife and 1id Wie spi¥it ofthe Lord, the
‘Stanflard of God’s Truth and Righfeousness fis here lifteel
ip; against the enemy andi £gr the benefit of the peoples,
which Standard isy, to wwit:

That Jehovah is the only true God, the 3dlost High, the
Almighty, the author and finisher of His great plan for
the salvation of man, and is the rewarder of all that dil-
igently seek and obey Him; that the Bible is His revealed
Word of Truth; that His beloved Son Christ Jesus is the
Redeemer and Deliverer of mankind and, true to His prom-
ise, has come to rule and bless the peoples;that the present
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turmoil, distress and perplexily of the nutious Is in fulfll-
ment of prophecy, proviug that Sutan’s empire is breaklug
down and that the Lord of Righteousness is Luklng posses-
sion ; that the Lord Jesus is now establishlug s righteous
government and will sweep awuy Sutan's gtronghold of lies,
lead the peoples into the true light and judge the world In
righteousness and the peoples with Hls truth; and thut His
kingdom of righteousness is the only rewmedy Lor the llls of
humaukind.

We confidently appeal to the peoples to rnily to the Divine
Standard of Truth thus lifted up gl thervhy lewrn the
way that leads (o life aund huppiness, Wo cull upon nll the
peoples of good will of every natlon, itindred aud tongue, to
discard the errers inveuted by the encmy Satun and for
many years taught by wman, and to receive amd Lielieve the
Divine Plau of salvation as set forth In the Scriplures.

God’s kingdom for which the heoples have long prayed
is at -hand. It alone can and witl estublish and stubilize
the world so that it cannot be moved. Iy ensign of right-
eousuess is the Stundard now lfted up for the people.
Clhrist Jesus, as glovified king und greal executive oflleer
of Jehovah God, has become the rightful vulee of the world.
Let the peoples receive, believe und obey Hint and His lawss
of righteousness. All who so do ure certin to recelve the
blessings of peace, prosperity, heultl, life, litierty aud eternal
happiness.

Dated [ndiqnapolis, Aug. 29, 19325,
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FOREIGN BRANCHES AND
PUBLICATIONS

Triends desiring our IZnglish-lauguage works in
tercitory outside United States nnd possessions,
apply to the branch oftice for their eountry.
IENGLISH-LANGUAGE BrANCIIES : Great Briteln :
34 Craven ‘lerrace. Londorr \W. 2. Canada:
3540 Irwin Ave. Toronio5,0rt. Australia and
New Zealand : 495 Collins St., Melbourne, Vic,
South Asrica: 6 Lelie $t., Cabe Town. West
Africa : ¢ Llowe St., Freetown, Slerra Leonc
South Amwerica: Georgetown, DBritish Gulana.
British West Indles: Box 184, Port of Spalp,
Trinldad. Jnmatea : Box 257, Kingston. Central
Amerles : Parlsmina, Costa Rlea.

Alost of the publicatlons shown in tliis catalog
ure also issued in from two to thirty-two lan-
guazes, Ierelr are primarlly listed' our Kn-
glishi-languuge books, booklets, and perludlcals.
But {nfornution as to our forelgn languuge
publications may be had on application.
DoMESTIC YI'OREIGN-LANGUAOE ERANCHES : For
wmatters touching orr work and publicatlons !n
Amerlca in the Arable, Armenlan, Czechosiovak,
Germsn, Greek., Iebrew, Hungarian, Itallan,
Llthuanlan, Polish, Ukrainian and Yiddish Jun-
guages, nddress 1S Coucord St.. Brooklyn, N. Y.
For Spanish-lunguage matters. address 1023
Sentinel .\ve, Los Angeles, Calif.

QUTLAND FOREIGN-ILANUUAGE BRANCHES : Arygen-
tina : Calle Ramos Mejia S15, Buenos Afres,
Austrla : \Westbahnbof, Vienna 101. Brazil:
P. O. Box 28562, Rlo de Janeiro. Central Eu-
rope (zeneril) : 36 Allmend Str., Berne, Swit-
zerland.  Czecho-Slovakla @ Grillpazerova, 1'r.
1227. Most. Ireneh Switzerland, France and
Belglwn : 36 Allmend Str., Berne, Switzerland.
Denmark : Ole Suln-sgade 14, Copenhagen. Fln.
land : 'Pemppelikatu 14, Helsingfors. Germauny @
Lelpzigerstr., 11-12, Magdebury, OCreece: Cuanea.
Crete, Holland: Witte de \Wlitstraat 111, Am-
sterdan.  Hungary and Roumanla: Reginu
Maria 30, Cluj,  ‘Lrunsylvania (Rouma-
nia). Indla: Kottayaw, South Iudla. Italy:
Via Silvio Pelico 11, Plnerola, Pr. Torlno.
Gorea : 36 Soosonztong, Seoul. Norway : PRark-
veleu 00, Oslo. Palextiue: Raw Allah. Poland:
Skrzynlia Pocztowa 248, Warsaw. Spain: Atdo.
det Correo 1074, Barcelona. Swedeo: 9 Ang-
gatan 9, Orebro. Syria: B. P, 0209, Belrut.

Internatlonal Bibie Students Assoclation,

Brooklyn, N. Y., U. S. A.
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THE HARP OF GOD

884 Pages, Cloth, dac.

Tar Hare or Gon is regmded us Judge
Ruthberford’s masterpicee. For years it hus
been running seviatly In one of the lepding
magazines of the countrry. In eompmetngss.
in clearness and in 8cope it Js fruly u
wonderful boulk.

Under a figure of speech tuken from
the Bille itself the ten huportunt dow-
trines of the Bible me set forth hLefors
the reader in their logical order, These ure:

Creation, Resurrectlon,

Justice Manifested, Mysatery Revealed,

Abrahamic Promise, Our Lord's Return,

8irth of Jesus, GlorificatlonofChurch,

The Ransom, Restoration,

A feature of Tne Hary or Gobn which
marks it off as sepurate uand distinet
from all other vreligious hooks I8
that it contalns twelve hundred polated

[Rll}uestlons coverhig ulinost every lmportant

ible tople. After every questlon is the
number of the paragruply in the book
where the answer will he fouud.

Thus one of the questions s, *“\When
the people witness the dlsuppentunce of
ignorance, crime, and superstition, andl the
estublishment of gooduess, loviug icind-
u@ss, ete, what effect will this THuwve upon
them? § 59G;” The auswer to thiis qués-
tlon is found immpediately by turning to
paragraph 596, where a convinoing Scrip-
tural answer i$ given to fthe guestiou.

Published In many foreign languuges.
VVrite for prices.

Interna‘tional Bible Students Associatlion,

Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S. A.
For Canadian prices apply:
40 Irwin Ave., Toronto, Ontarvlo, Canadn.
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THE DIVINE PLAN OF TRE AGES

No other book ever published has been
used of the Lord to convert so mauy
skepties. or comifort so wmany childrea of
God as this book.

This book lays the foundatlon for an
orderly study of the whole Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. 1t is impossible
to read it, and to look up the scriptures
cited, without a deep-seated conviction
growing upon one that the Bible is in-
deed God's Word and that it reveals a
plan worthy of a God of all wisdom,
justice, love and power.

Some of the subjects treated are:

The Existence of a Supreme
Intelligent Creator Established,
The Blble as a Dlvine Revelatlon
Viewed In the Light of Reason,
The Permission of EvIl and its
Retatlon to God’'s Plan,
The Day of Judgment,
Ransom and Restitution,
Spirituai and Human Natures
Separate an'd D'istinct.
Ponder these subjeets. Think of ‘their

quesfions that can engage the attentfon
of thinking men and women; and be as-
sured that their treatment in this book
is worthy of the tremendous circulation
the book has achieved.
Published in many foreign langoages
\Vrite for prices.
International Blble Students Assoclatlon,
Brooklyn, N. Y., U. S. A.
TFor Canadian prices apply :
40 Irwin Ave, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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COMFORT FOR THE JEWS
138 Payes.

COMIPORT FFOR THE JEWS s a book
that will bring reul comfort to every Jew
and to every Gentile that reuds:It. Ihis
book, by Judge J. I'. Rutherford, is not
designed to proselyte the Jews., It is
designed to comfort them by showing,
historieally and scripturully, why their
path through the centuries has beeu so
singuiar, and why the outconle Is so sure
to be to the lasting joy of all who have
maintained their hope in Jehovah. their
God and ours.

Among the twelve interesting chapters

in the book are:
Land and People,
The Promises of Godl,
Deliverauce from Igypt,
Jews Cast Of for a Time, Why?
Israel’s Long \Warfare,
Jews’ “Double’ and Jubilee,
Valley of Dry Bones,
'The Messiah.

‘The plan of the book is new, orlglnal
There is nothing even remnotely likke 1t in
existence. The first eight chapters contain
not 2 Scripture citation outside of the
Old Testament. The New Testawent s
introduced at the close of the navvatiye
o clinch the proofs which have ulveudy
been pyesented. The couclusions are irre-
sistible,

Cloth bound 50c. Paper bound 2ic.
International Blble Students Assochatlon,
Brookiyn, N. ¥, U. S. A.

For Canadian prices apply:

40 Irwin Ave. Toronto, Oatario, Canada.
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THREE TIMELY BOOKS FOR 25¢
COMFORT FOR THE PEOPLE
64 pages—is what its name implies. In
it Judge J. F. Rutherford asks and ans-
wers such important questions as:
\Why Is the Outlook for the World
so Dark?
Why are so Many Clergymen and
Their Parishioners Scoflers?
Why are the Nations so Desperately
I'reparing for ‘\War?
The answers to these questions constitute
a revlew of present-day events In the
light of the Scriptures.

HELL. WHAT IS IT? WHO ARE

THERE? CAN THEY GET OUT?
This little book contalns an esuamplnation
of the entire subject. Every text which
spealis of nell is examined. All are found
to be in absolute harmony with the bene-
volence which we pz-operly ascribe to our
all-wise Creator. Search and see. 64 p.
THE BIBLE ON OUR LORD'S RETURN

And, finally, the basis of all comfort
for the church (and the whole world, too)
lies In what the apostle has so aptly de-
scribed as *That Blessed Hope” (Titus
2:13) of the Lord’s appearing and the
kingdom for which we ull pray every tlme
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book of 64 pages exumines every Ppassage
relatlng to our Rord’s return.
These books are also published i all
languages.
International Bible Students Assoclation,
Brooklyn, N. Y., U. S. A.
For Capadian prices apply:
40 Irwin Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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we utter the Lord's Prayer. This little,
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[Il TWO VALUABLE COMPENDIUMS
OF TRUTH—20c.

IFrom the pen of Judge Rutherford we
have two very interesting und instructive
books which appeal to every thoughtful
mind. HBach of these contiins ¢l puges.
The price of each, sold singly, is 1l0ec.

The tirst is entitled:

WORLD’S DISTRESS—WHY?
THE REMEDY.

Some of the nine principal themes are:

Why is Evil Permitted?

Who Macde the Devll?

Immortality,

Where are the Dead?

A Ransom for All.

The second is entitled:

A DESIRABLE GOVERNMENT.

Tooking beyond the troubled presept,
tlils book pr esents o Lrief survey of hinmay
history as a whole, touching the remole
past, and the future. fur a thousal yeurs
aliexd, and showing how the present inter-
nmediate stage, came to be, and whul is
to follow. The themes discusserl tie:

Original Man,

The First Advent,

New World Beginning,

The New Government In Operatlon,
Aprmageddon First.

The conclusion is irresistible, that tiie
thing for wihich the whole c¢reation longw,
the desire of ull nations, 18 the kingdom
for whichi we all have prayed; aud that
it {s even upon us.

Both these books in numerous foreigu
languages. WWrite for partlculars.
International Blble Students Assoclation,

Brooklyn, N. "Y., U. S. A
For Canadian prices apply :
40 Irwin Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

=== IS = === ==

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e =

[FEEEEE

i
i
]
I
]
]
i
I
I
i
i
t
I
I
E
i
i
i
i
i
1l



FHHHHHHHHHHHF{HH

Special Offer

and

Il HARP BIBLE STUDY COURSE
$285 Pastpaid

A library of eight topically arranged Bible-
study books in ordinary, not theological,
language. Containing over 4,000 pages.

Scraptures, by Pastor C. T. Russell, containing over
3,700 pages, maroon cloth, gold stamped library edition,
size 5 x 7 34 inches, dult finish paper; complete index of
every scripture explained or quoted throughout the
seven volumes.

Txe Harp Bible Study Course, using as its text book
“THe lHarp oF Goo'” by Judge J. F. Rutherford. a
wark of 384 pages: regular Tuxcdo green linen g
stamped library edition, size $ x 736 inches, dull fnish
paper. Reading assignments consist of an hour’s read-
ing for Sundays. Self-quiz cards containing twenty
questions on what has becn read mailed weekly, stu-
dentsnot required to submit written answers.

For Canadian prices npply:
‘1. B.S. A. 40 lrwin Avenue, Toconto, Ontario,
Canada
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The complete set of seven volumes STUDIES IN THE
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