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FFOREWORD

OU want peace!

How will you getit?
Before 1914 the peace
prophets claimed there
would never be another
war. What do you hear
them saying now since
the Paris Peace Pact?
What does God’s pro-
phetic Word tell you
about it? By reading
what the author has-to
gay in the following pag-
es you will be able to find
peace of mind on this
momentous ¢uestion.
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WAR OR'PEACE
WHICH?

GREAT feast was made by Colonel Tobiah

Hannibal in his palatial home. The occa-
sion was the celebration of the suecessful con-
solidation of ten financial corporations into one
giant commercial machine. Colonel Hannibal
had piloted the ten corporations into one harbor.
He had brought together his guests who would
pay honor to him in recognition of his unusual
ability. Already a man of power, the great com-
bine just formed had inereased his power more
than tenfold.

The colonel is a son of the late Reverend
Orlando Hannibal, a rector of sagacity and ont-
ward piety who brought up his son in striet con-
formity to his creed. Unassuming and modest
in his deportment, calm in speech and quick in
action, Colonel Hannibal has the capacity to
outwit his opponent and to successfully drive
the hardest of bargains. He is a man who nat-
urally exerts power over others. An ordinary
man quails in his presence when he meets the
piercing gaze of the colonel’s steel-grey eyes.
He is a king of finance of the highest rank.
Being astute and unscrupulous he gathers abount
him men that serve him and do his bidding.
Eyen at the feast of hilarity he seleetshis guests
with a view to accomplishing some selfish pur-

pose. He always p‘lys well in the coin of the
realm.
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4 WAR OR PEACE, WHICH ?

At the bidding of Colonel Hannibal there came
to his palace men and women of note and dis-
tinetion. There were college professors, keen
and wily politicians, able and distingnished
lawyers, bailiffs, sheriffs and judges, suave
clergymen and wige-appearing doctors, and a
goodly number of brainless ones to make the
noige and do the entertaining. Among the dis-
tinguighed guests was Mr. Edmund Alexander,
personal counsel of the financial king. Also the
Reverend Doctor Sanballat, pastor of Colonel
Hannibal’s ehurch, and of course his spiritual
adviger. The Reverend Doctor Sanballat oceu-
pied the most prominent seat at the feast, there-
by lending piety and dignity to the occasion.

Dinner was {inished. The spacious ballroom
was glowing with light and jewels and filled
with chatter and jazz. Most of the invited guests
were there. Colonel Hannibal, his personal
counsel, Mr. Idmund Alexander, and his spirit-
ual adviser, the Reverend Doctor Sanballat, to-
gether with a few satellites, had retired to the
library for a smoke and consultation. Again
taking the center of the stage and assuming an
air of heavy dignity and with pompous and well
modulated speech the Reverend Doctor San-
ballat, addressing his employer, said:

“Well, Colonel IHannibal, your splendid sue-
cess in consullduunﬂ' 80 many mighty financial
organizations will doubtless result in great bene-
fit to the people, and I opine it will prevent
financial panics and will be a further guarantee
against war, if there need be any further assur-
ance. The pubhc is greatly indebted to you, sir.”
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With modesty Colonel Hannibal replied:
“Thank you, Doctor. I hope there will be no more
financial panies, but as to future wars you are
better qualified than I to express an opinion
on that question. I look to you for spiritual
advice. For a long while T have heard men
preach concerning peace on earth and good will
toward men. When, Doctor, may we expect to
experience that happy condition?”

Dr. Sanballat: 'Why, Colonel Hannibal, that
18 now practically an accomplished fact. We are
making such stupendous strides that I am sure
war belongs to the past and peace has come to
stay and soon the mental and moral achieve-
ments of man will robe this earth in God’s glory.
Then we shall be ready for Christ to come again
to earth. Mark the great progress we have made
in the last decade. There stands to our credit
the League of Nations, that mighty compact
sponsored by the Federation of Churches and
ably and successfully supported by the states-
men and financiers of the world. We have the
World Counrt, in which all international disputes
will henceforth be adjusted. We have the Gen-
eral Pact for the Renunciation of War, that
incomparable doecument which had its birth in
the Christian land of America, supported by
the ecombined strength of all the churches, and
endorsed by all the Christian nations of the
world. Other nations which do not elaim to be
Christian, such as Japan, China, Persia and
Turkey, have come forward and put their en-
dorsement upon this matehless treaty for uni-
versal peace. Our churches in America con-
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dueted a splendid eampaign of propagandism
to induce the American people to understand
how necessary it is for all Christians to support
this treaty for peace, and the churches had much
to do with influencing the United States Senate
to give its ratification of that treaty. I tell you,
gentlemen, it is a great document. Nothing like
it has ever been brought forth in the history
of the world. Christian nations, led by the
ardent church workers, have gained a victory
for Christ. I say to you, Colonel, and all of
you gentlemen, we have reached that happy
milestone on our way to eternal glory when and
where we can sense indeed the angelic anthem
of peace on earth and good will toward men.
And now we are progressing in eleaning up the
world, Soon we shall succeed in making all the
world bone-dry, even if it must be done with
the shotgun. When we have thus cleansed the
earth, and then with the united support of such
men as you, Colonel Hannibal, and your able
and trustworthy allies, we shall have made this
world an ideal place in which to live. Then if
you please, gentlemen, when this earth is thus
robed in God’s glory by the mental and moral
achievements of men, and particularly that of
the churches and their clergymen, we may in-
vite Christ to come again,

The Reverend Doctor Sanballat, having de-
livered himsell of that matehless piece of ora-
tory, lit a cigarette and leisurely sat back in an
easy chair to meditate upon his discourse and
to congratulate himself upon the applause that
he had received from the satellites who had



to establish a government
on earth that would bring peace, prospenity and
contentment; but what a mess they continue to make!
B'G BUSINESS Before 1914 men boasted that modem civilization had
made war impossible.  And now, ten years after the most murderous of all
wars, the whole world is again an armed camp.

Why is this?

Who or what is responsible?

Will permanent peace ever come?

Is there any hope of justice, liberty
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listened with mouths wide open. Colonel Hanni-
bal and his counsel, Mr. Kdmund Alexander,
did not join in the applause. After a few mo-
ments’ silence Colonel Hannibal quietly said:

“Doctor, you know that I have great respeet
for your opinion because 1 know you are learned
in the ways of men. My father was a clergy-
man and I have always given much considera-
tion to the opinions of men of the ministerial
profession. The political atmosphere of the
world is more or less disturbed just now and
there are what seem to be many war clouds
gathering. I therefore venture to propound to
you a pointed question. Is it your opinion,
Doctor, that there will never be another World
War?”

“Colonel Hannibal,” replied the Doctor, “I
answer that question without hesitation. I will
stake my reputation upon the positive asser-
tion that there will never be another war or
trouble in this world that will even be compar-
able with what we have had in the past. In fact,
sir, I most emphatically state that there will
bhe no more great wars. We have reached the
state of peace because the churches are solidly
back of the peace movements. You may rest
assured of that, sir.”

~The dignified and shrewd lawyer, Mr. Ild-
mund Alexander, with ealmness said: “Colonel
Hannibal, with your permission and with the
permission of Doctor Sanballat T should like to
propound to you both some questions bearing
upon the matter of war and peace.”
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Doctor Sanballat: Ha, ha, ha! Colonel, you
choose your aides with wisdom. Mr., Edmund
Alexander, the defender of men and property,
which his name implies, is looking after your
interests. I am sure his questions will be inter-
esting and illuminating.

“Mr. Alexander,” said Colonel Hannibal, “is
an able and faithful counselor May we hear
your ‘questions, Mr. Alexander?”

Alexander: In order to lay the foundation
for some questions which I shall ask presently
I first desire to propound a few -questions to
you, Doctor Sanballat, which I hope will not be
considered offensive or even too personal. Yon
are an ordained clergyman, or, otherwise des-
ignated a preacher of the 0oepel and my first
question ig, Do you believe there is a Supreme
Being we call God?

Doctor Sanballat: Why, yes, yes, to be sure,
I do believe that. A clergyman, you know, is
the representative of God on earth, and of
course I believe in the existence of the Supreme
Being. If I did not T should appear rather in-
consistent. But, Mr. Alexander, are you going
into theology?

Alezander: No; as T remarked, I desire to
ask some prelunmaly questions in order to lay
the foundation for other important questions.
My next is, Who is God? Doctor Sanballat.

Answer: Why, sir, God is the great First
Cause. He is the Eternal One. The Bible says
of him that he is the Creator ot heaven and

earth.
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Question: You mention the Bible. What do
you understand the Bible to be?

Answer: The Bible, sir, is generally consid-
ered to be the Word of God. The Bible of
Jesus and his disciples was the Old Testament,
and the New Testament is a collection of the
sacred books of Christians. The entire book we
speak of as the Holy Bible.

Question: You speak of Jesus. Who is he?

Answer: Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Question: Do you bhelieve in God and in
Christ Jesus?

Answer: Why, yes, sir. Probably you are
familiar with our creed, which reads: “I believe
in God, the Father Almighty; and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son our Lord.” We clergymen
subseribe to that ereed.

Question: Does Christianity or do Christians
accept Jesus as the Son of God? and do Chris-
tians believe and accept the statements made
by Jesus as the truth and as spoken by him
with authority?

Answer: Why, of course, sir. If we were to
discard Jesus Christ we should have to discard
Christianity. Sinee he is the Son of God, and
since God sent him to earth, we must agree that
he spoke with authority.

Question: You stated that the Bible is con-
sidered the Word of God. I recall that on one
occasion Jesus said eoncerning the Bible or
(od’s Word: “Thy word is truth.” Do you un-
derstand that Jesus then referred to the Bible
as the Word of God and that it is the Truth?
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Answer: To be sure, sir. Jesus thus spoke of
the Bible as the Truth, and it is understood by
our Christian people that it is the Truth. Of
course the Bible cannot be understood by any
one aside from ordained ministers, such as my-
self, and the obligation devolves upon us to tell
the people what it means. We have devoted our
lives to the study of religious matters and it is
our privilege to give spiritual advice to our
congregations, especially concerning all Biblical
matters.

Question: Do the Christian clergymen under-
stand that the Bible is the text book of authority
for Christians?

Answer: My word! I do not exactly under-
stand why you are asking these questions which
I presume all people living in Christian lands
understand. Everybody knows that the Bible is
the text book of Christians.

Questton: That is exactly the point I wish to
establish. We lawyers take the law books of a
state or nation as our books of authority. What
I want to know is, Do the Christians, that is to
say, those who believe and follow the teachings
of Christ, take the Bible as the hook of final
authority upon all questions with which it deals
as fully and completely as the lawyers take the
law books as their authority:

Answer: Why, yes, my dear sir. I may say
that such is generally understood as the proper
and correct statement of the matter.

Question: We must take the law of the land
as final upon disputed questions concerning our
business in governmental affairs. Can we then
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with equal certainty rely upon the Bible as the
statement of truth and as being the end of all
controversy in things that it considers?

Answer: Well— well— well—

Question: Let me state it in another form.
Would Christians have anything upon which to
rely if the Bible were discarded? and if the
Bible is the Word of God and is the truth, as
stated by Jesus, must it not be accepted as final
upon all disputed questions with which it deals?
‘When you stand in your pulpit and preach you
read from the Bible. Do you understand then
that what you are reading is the truth, and do
you intend that your congregation shall aceept
it as the truth and as the final arbiter of the
questions then under consideration?

Answer: Well,— ye-es, that is generally the
understanding, to be sure, Mr. Alexander. Of
course some of our ministers do not accept the
Bible. :

Question: How can a man consistently be a
preacher and professed teacher of the Bible
unless he believes it to be true and does accept
it as truth?

Answer: 1 must agree, sir, that he could
hardly be consistent to take any other course.
Our Christian people understand that the eler-
gymen believe and teach the Bible. If the people
did not so believe, our churches would soon dis-
appear. I am answering your questions, there-
fore, in what I hope to be a consistent manner.

Question: You believe that there will be no
more war, you state. Mr. Lloyd George, for-
merly the prime minister of Great Britain, does
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not seem to share your opinion. In a speech de-
livered by him at Manchester recently he said:
“The nations of the world are heading straight
for war, not because they want it but because no
one has the courage to stop the runaway horse
and chariot of war. Unless the nations are pre-
pared soon to gceept wholeheartedly the peace-
able means of settling disputes God alone could
save the world from calamities of a more terri-
ble war than has ever been seen.”

Answer: Aye, yes, Mr. Alexander, but I re-
mind you that Mr. Lloyd George also said that
the churches must save the world from war, and
I tell you we are the ones who have the courage
to stop the runaway horse and chariot of war.
The churches will lift the world out of its pres-
ent dilemma and bring peace to all the nations.

Question: Colonel Hannibal, T hope you and
Doctor Sanballat will not misunderstand me.
This is a private conference here between
friends. We are all equally interested in our
business, social, and religious welfare. It is all
right to say that there will be no more trouble,
if one feels so disposed, hut my training has
always led me to look at every side of the ques-
tion. My duty to you, Colonel Hannibal, is to
look after your property and personal interests.
You pay me for that, and when T do my duty I
must consider the whole question from an un-
biased point of view. No one is more anxious
for peace than I, but it would seem very unwise
to ignore all ewdence on the other side of the
question. I must relate to you gentlemen some
facts and then I shall be pleased to have Doctor



the preachers and theologians have made of
the simplicity and reasonableness of the

Bible teachings about
Who is fie ? ?HE U EVH_

DID GOD CREATE HIM ?
Where is he 2
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WHAT preacher or priest has ever been able

to give logical, common-sense, Scriptural
"answers to such questions? Not one! On the
contrary, their ridiculous ideas about the Devil,
his organization, hell, evil spirits, and like sub-
| jects have driven millians of honest:hearted
 searchers after truth to throw the Bible aside
'asunworthy of consideration by thinking people.

It has remained for Judge Rutherford, the
'lawyer, with mind untrammeled by dusty creeds
‘and theological hocus-pocus, to search out the
facts on this subject and present to his readers
‘answers so consistent and reasonable that to
them the Bible becomes a new and wonderful
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Sanballat answer some more questions and ex-
plain some matters that have been giving me
much concern during the past few days.

Some days ago there came into my office a
very bright-appearing young man. He asked to
see me, and I received him. When he entered
my office he was unabashed, pleasant and smil-
ing, and deported himself like a gentleman. Ile
wag frank and open and apparently honest, and
I was inelined to listen to what he had to say.
I think he told me that he was a colporteur. By
the way, Doctor Sanballat, T understand a col-
porteur is one who travels about distributing
religious books or books concerning the Bible.
Is that correct?

Sanballat: That is my understanding of the
matter; yes, sir; yes, sir.

Alexander: The young man asked to consult
me professionally. He stated that a police
officer had stopped him and told him that he
could not exhibit or dispose of his books in our
city without a license. He wanted my legal
opinion on the matter. It became necessary for
me to have him tell me what he was doing. His
story was very interesting. Thinking that I
might have some future use for the information
he was imparting T called one of my stenogra-
phers and took a full statement from him. T
have that statement with me here, and presently
I am going to read it, with the permission of you
gentlemen. The young man cited many passages
or texts from the Bible in support of his state-
ments. I have had those passages of Bible texts
copied. While it is true that I have attended



16 ' WAR OR PEACE, WHICH !

church from my youth up I am free to admit
that I know little or nothing about the Bible
except from a literary or historical standpoint.
Of eourse, Doctor Sanballat, you are learned in
the Seriptures and you will explain these pas-
sages or texts to us, I hope. Since this 1s a
private and personal conference I hope we may
each one of us speak plainly.

Now, Colonel Hannibal, you have heard Doec-
tor Sanballat say that God is the Almighty
Eternal One; that Jesus Christ is his great Son
who came to earth and spoke with authority;
. that the Bible is God’s Word of truth and that
the Bible is the truth, What Doctor Sanballat
has told us concerning the impossibility of more
war or trouble seemingly is at variance with the
statements in the Seriptures. If the Doctor is
right, then the Bible is wrong; if the Bible is
right and means what it says, then I shall ask
Doctor Sanballat to explain the meaning of.
some passages of Seripture. To me these seem
to be very important and such as bear directly
now upon the question we are now considering.

Returning now to the young man in my office:
He said to me: “You are aware of the fact that
all the world is in a state of uneasiness. The
rulers of the nations are in perplexity and the
people in distress. The material wealth is great-
er than ever hefore, and yet discontent is on the
inerease. All nations are talking about peace,
and the clergymen in particular are telling the
people that there is to be no more war, and yet
all the nations are arming for war.” Of course
I knew the statement of the young man to be
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true. It happened that just a few minutes be-
fore he came into my office I had read in one
of the daily papers a statement made by a noted
statesman of the world, to this effeet: “The
trouble is that the whole world is again arming
itself. The number of bayonets and cannon is
constantly inereasing, and yet everybody speaks
of peace.” To be sure the young man told me
nothing new on this point. I was interested to
know, however, what connection this had with
what he was doing. I said to the young man:
“What is your explanation of the cry for peace
while all are preparing for war?” And I tell
you, gentlemen, his reply was an eye-opener to
me. In substance he said: “These things God
long ago foretold by his prophets; they were
written down in the Bible and must come to pass
some time, and now we are heginning to see the
fulfilment of those prophecies.” It was at this
stage of our econversation that I ealled my sten-
ographer, and now I shall ask your permission
‘lclo read the young man’s statement which I have
ere.
(Reads the statement)

The World War from 1914 to 1918 was plain-
ly a fulfilment of Bible prophecy. The same
propheey which foretold that War and the pe-
riod of comparative peace now being enjoyed
also tells of a greater trouble that is to follow
within a short time. It is deseribed in the Bible
as the worst trouble ever known since there
was a nation. The Bible gives a full and com-
plete reason for that coming trouble, and if you
will bear with me I shall be glad to call your
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attention to some of the facts; and these facts,
together with the Seriptural citations or texts,

will enable you to determine whether there is

a possibility of the world’s experiencing another
great time of trouble or whether we shall now
enter into lasting peace.

Alezander: I should like to say here that the
young man quoted seripture after seripture
right off the reel. I was astounded. Colonel
Hannibal, may I ask you to provide us with a
Bible (I presume you have one in the house),
and let us take these Seriptural texts as we go
along, and Doctor Sanballat will tell us whether
or not there is some better explanation of them.

(A Bible was brought, and Mr. Alexander
El‘?lc;eeded to read from the statement which he

ad.

Mr. Alexander, as a lawyer you will appre-
ciate more fully the meaning of my words if you
will permit me to mention some things long since
past to lay a basis for more direct answer to
your question concerning war and peace. These
statements have to do with the origin of man
and the course he has followed; and I shall en-
deavor to point out the Seriptural authority
supporting the statements that I make, that you
may look them up and see whether or not they
are true. Since you are making a record of what
I am saying, T will cite the scriptures where I
don’t quote them.

God, whose name is Jehovah, is the Creator
of heaven and earth. (Isa. 42:5) “For in the
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength” (Isa.
26:4) The beginning of God’s ereation was the
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Logos, afterwards called Jesus Christ. (Col
1:15-17; John 1:14; Prov. 8:22-30) Another
perfect and mighty son of God was originally
called Lucifer. God created the earth as a place
for man’s habitation. (Isa. 45:12,18) He cre-
ated man 1n his own image and likeness and
made him a perfect ereature. (Deut. 32:4; Gen.
1:26-28) God called the man Adam and gave
to him his law, which law required Adam to he
obedient to God and provided death as a penal-
ty for the violation of his law. The law reads:
‘In the day that thou sinnest, thoun ghalt surely
die Lucifer was in the garden of God, man’s
home, being placed there by Jehovah and given
the position of overseer of man. Lucifer be-
came ambitious to be like the Almighty Creator
and meditated a rebellion against God. Desiring
to have the worship of man, whizh Jehovah en-
joyed, Lucifer set about to turn man away from
God and to destroy the confidence of all crea-
tures in Jehovah. He reasoned that if man
should sin and God should impose upon him
the death penalty that would prove to all other
creatures that God could not make a man that
would be faithful to him, and would also prove
that God is not perfeet in wisdom nor is his
power without limitation. He reasoned that if
Adam sinned and God did not kill him, then God
would prove himself untrue because not carry-
ing out his own law. In either event all crea-
tures would lose faith and confidence in the
Creator and he, Lucifer, having been the one to
develop the matter, would receive the worship
and glory of man and other creatures. He there-
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fore led man into sin. Immediately God sen-
tenced man to death and expelled him from
Eden his perfect home. His wisdom and power
is so much greater than that of any creature
that even Lucifer could not fathom it.—Gen.
3:4-6,15; Ezek. 28:14-18; Isa. 14:12-14; Job
LTl 2y221-5,

Thereafter Lucifer was called Satan, which
means opposer of God; also Devil, which means
slanderer of God; also Dragon (or Devourer),
which means one who attempts to destroy all
who obey God; and also Serpent, meaning the
one that deceives others. (Rev. 20:1-3) After
man was expelled from Eden he begat children.
Since that power of procreation was exercised
for the first time after he was sentenced to
death, and while undergoing .he sentence, it
follows that all of his children were sinners and
imperfeet by inheritance. (Ps. 51:5) All men,
therefore, have been subject to death and have
died hecause of inherited sin. “Wherefore, as
by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” (Rom. 5:12) The
ultimate result must be that in time all men
would die and remain for ever dead. The Serip-
tures show that God knew from the very begin-
ning what he would do to save mankind and vin-
dicate his own word and name. It is written
in the Bible: “Known unto God are all his
works, from the beginning of the world.” (Aects
15:18) God had a fixed purpose, and what he
purposes he will surely do in his own good time.
—Isa. 46:11.
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God caused his purpose to be written down
in his Word, the Bible, but the understanding
thereof by men could not be had until God’s due
time. His purpose, as expressed in the Serip-
tures and now understood, and which was from
the beginning, is to provide redemption of man
from death; to set up a government of right-
eousness in the earth; to awaken the dead and
give all men an opportunity to bhe restored to
human perfection and live for ever. He ex-
pressed the purpose to produce a “seed” which
would be the channel or means of blessing all
the families and nations of the earth. (Gen.
12:3; 22:18) He made many pictures which
prophetically foretold the coming of this seed.
In due time he made it known that the seed of
promise is Christ, The name Christ means the
anointed servant of Jehovah to carry into oper-
ation his purposes.—Gal. 3: 16, 27-29,

God expressed his purpose to redeem man, or
ransom him from death and the grave. (Hos.
13:14) “Ransom” means an exact correspond-
ing price; and since it was a perfect human
creature, Adam, who committed the sin and was
sentenced to death and therefore must give up
a perfect human life, nothing short of a perfect
human life could redeem him. All men being
imperfect because descendants of Adam, there
was none on the earth to purchase or ransom
or redeem mankind. (Ps. 49:7) The love of
God made provision. His perfeet wisdom car-
ried it out. He provided a substitute for the
perfect man Adam in order that Adam and all
of his offspring might be redeemed from death.
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This perfect substitute was the man Jesus
Christ. It is written of him that he was made
flesh and dwelt amongst men. (John 1:14) His
life was transferred from the spirit to the hu-
man nature and he was born as a man child,
but without sin because his begetting was not
from man but from God. He was the Son of
God; therefore it is written: “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever helieveth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved.”
—John 3:16, 17.

Jesus reached his legal majority at the age of
thirty years, and he was then perfect under the
law and in every manner and therefore exactly
equal to the perfect man Adam before Adam
sinned. Ie was made a man for the express
purpose of becoming the Ransomer of man, to
the end that man might have a chance for ever-
lasting life. Jesus said: ‘I eame to give my life
a ransom.” (Matt. 20:28) T am come that they
[the people] might have life and have it more
abundantly.’” (John 10:10) God could not just-
ly compel Jesus to lay down his life, but it was
the will of God that he should become man’s
Redeemer and Jesus was perfeectly willing that
it should be thus. “Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down my life, that I might
take it again. No man taketh it from me, but
I lay it down of myself. I have power ‘o lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of my Father.”
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(John 10:17,18) The perfect man Jesus was
put to death, and his death was for the benefit
of mankind, because it is written: “But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels, for the suffering of death, erowned with
glory and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.” (Heb. 2:9)
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Saviour; who will have all men to he
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
who gave himself & ransom for all, to be testi-
fied in due time.”—1 Tim. 2: 3-6. -

God raised Jesus up ount of death and then
Jesus Christ the divine ascended into heaven
to continue to carry out God’s purposes. (Acts
10: 38-40; Heb. 9: 24) God could have destroyed
Satan the Devil, to be sure; but it pleased him
to permit the Devil to go his limit in wickedness,
and in due time, as stated in the Bible, he will
destroy Satan and his wicked works. He com-
mitted to Jesus all power in heaven and in earth
to carry out his purposes (Matt. 28:18), and
in due time Christ Jesus will be the active One
to destroy Satan and his power. Jesus Christ
must wait, however, until God’s due time to
carry this purpose into operation.—Ps. 110:1, 2.

The chief doetrine taught by Jesus was con-
cerning God and his kingdom which he will
establish in the future and in which kingdom
Christ Jesus is the King. He taught his disciples
to always pray for the coming of that kingdom
that the will of God might be done on earth even
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as it is in heaven. (Matt. 6:10) All his para-
bles related to that coming kingdom, He prom-
ised that he would come a second time and set
up his kingdom on earth, and that then both the
living and the dead should be given a judgment
and an opportunity for life.—John 14:1-5;
9:29,30; 2 Tim. 4:1.

Left to his own wicked course Satan became
the god or invisible ruler of all the nations of
the world. Only a few men have been really
devoted to Jehovah, and they refuse to do Sa-

tan’s bidding. The purpose of Satan has been
to blind the I)eOI)IL to the truth of God’s Word
and turn them away from Jehovah, and Satan
has therefore been designated in the Seriptures
as the god or prince of this world. (John 14:30;

2 Cor. 4:3,4) God has expressed his purpose,
however, that in his own due time he will vindi-

cate his word and his name before all creation
and prove to all creation that he is the Almighty
One.

God made a covenant with the Israelites and
they were the recipients of his special favor.
For their good he commanded that they should
have no other God besides himself. Since he
permits his ereatures to take their choice, the
Israelites fell away from God, were overreached
by Satan the Devil, and lost Jehovah’s favor.
It was in the year 606 B.C. when God permitted
Israel to be completely overthrown, and it was
then and there that he indicated that the period
of the Gentile dominion on earth would be 2,520
years. That meant, of course, that Satan would
continue without interruption to be the god of
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this world until he should come whose right it
is to rule. (Ezek. 21:26,27) That One whose
right it is to rule is Jesus Christ.

The period of the Gentiles of 2,520 years
ended in the latter part of 1914 A.D. That would
mark the time when the rule of Satan without
interruption or hindrance would cease, and
would mark the beginning of the activities of
Christ Jesus as God’s active agent against
Satan. Jesus had repeatedly told his disciples
that he would come again at the end of the
world and that then his kingdom would begin.
For this reason his disciples propounded to
Jesus the question: “What shall be the sign
[proof] of thy presence and the end of the
world ? (Matt. 24: 3) Knowing that Jesus spoke
with authority and that his word is true, his
answer to their question is of great importance.
In substance he answered that the time would
be marked by a world war, in which nation
would rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom, and that this period would be imme-
diately followed by distress and perplexity
amongst the nations. (Matt. 24:7-12; Luke 21:
26) According to the Bible method of reckoning
time the year ends in the autumn season. Kx-
actly 2,520 years after the overthrow of Israel,
and therefore exactly on time, to wit, in the fall
of the year 1914, came the great World War.
Never before was there anything like it. All
Christendom was involved. *t was a war in
fulfilment of the prophecy spoken by Jesus,
showing the end of the world and the beginning
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of the activities by Christ Jesus against Satan
the Devil,

Prophecy is never understood until it is in
course of fulfilment, and seldom understood un-
til it has been fulfilled. When we see that those
prophetic words of Jesus have been fulfilled,
and knowing that he spoke with authority, we
should give full eredit to all other words ut-
tered by him in answer to the same questions
which the disciples propounded concerning the
end of the world. That war stopped in 1918,
but no one could give a good reason why. The
Lord foreknew and foretold the reason.

‘We know that during the World War various
governments prohibited colporteurs and others
from distributing Bible information and had
many of them put in jail because they had pub-
lished books explaining the Bible and were dis-
tributing these amongst the people. The action
of the government was taken, of course, upon
the ground that everything must be done to win
the war. In other words, there must be no
prophetic explanation of the war while the war
was going on. It follows, then, that before there
could be a wide testimony concerning the mean-
ing of these Biblical prophecies there must
come a time of comparative peace. The war
ceased and there has been a period of peace
since then for the express purpose of permit-
ting God’s faithful witnesses on earth to tell the
people the meaning of prophecy and to explain
to them God’s purposes. And now in this con-
neetion note the words of Jesus in further an-
swer to the question: (Matt, 24:14) “And this
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gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in ail
the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.”

What could he mean by the words “this gos-
pel”? OF necessity he must have reference to
some specific gospel. At once it is seen that he
meant that a message of good news should be
given to the people, bhecause “gospel” means
good news; and since he had just stated what
that message was, to wit, the end of the world,
his second coming, the World War and the
things attendant thereupon, it would mean the
beginning of the manifestation of God’s king-
dom in behalf of the people. Jesus says “this
gospel” must be preached, and it therefore fol-
lows that there must be a time of comparative
peace for doing this work of informing the
people. In 1918 the Armistice was signed, and
peace was agreed upon in 1919. Shortly there-
after there began the widest distribution of Bi-
ble instruetion ever given by any people on
earth. Millions upon millions of books contain-
ing an explanation of the Bible have been print-
ed and placed in the hands of the people at a
very nominal cost. I am just one of many per-
sons going from place to place to deliver to the
people this message and to inform them what is
to be expected, as set forth in the Bible.

You will further see that just about the time
of the World War the Seriptures deseribe a war
in heaven between Christ Jesus and his angels
and the Devil and his angels in which the Devil
is cast out of heaven and cast down to the earth.
(Rev. 12:1-7) Then this same scripture says:
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“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and of the
sea ! for the devil is come down unto you, having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time.” (Rev. 12:12) It is needless
for me to tell you that since the World War
there has been more distress and crime than in
the history of the world, and at the same time
great preparation for more war, and much talk
of peace.

War

Now I will answer your question specifically.
Thereisyet to be the greatestwar that hasever
come to pass since there was a nation. No hu-
man power can now avert that great trouble.
The League of Nations, the World Court and the
peace pacts will not even delay that time of
trouble an hour. When God’s due time comes
it will break in all its fury. It is important that
the people be told of these facts because God
has commanded that they shall be told. That
is why we are going about the country telling
the people this message of truth. We cannot
stop and tell every one the entlre story, there-
fore “this gospel of the kingdom” has been put
in book form and we take these books to the peo-
ple and exhibit them and give them an oppor-
tunity to have them that they may quietly study
these vital questions at home. We take a small
sum of money for these books, not for the pur-
pose of making a pecuniary profit, but to help
bear the expense in carrying on this work. We
are not engaged in a propaganda work, becanse
we do not ask any one to join any organization.
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We are seeking only to inform the people of
things that they ought to know. We are trying
to inform both the rich and the poor. The work
is being done, however, not by the rich, but gen-
erally by the poor in this world’s goods, hut who
are rich in faith and in God’s Word of truth.
Please give special note to the words of Je-
sus that ‘this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached as a witness unto all nations, and then
the end shall come’. It is manifest then that the
period of comparative peace is specially for the
purpose of giving to the people this notice con-
cerning God’s kingdom. When that work of so
informing the people is done, merely as a wit-
ness, then Satan’s rule must come to an end.
How is it to end? I answer that it will end with
the greatest war or time of trouble ever known
and in it the whole world will be involved. In
this connection note the words of Jesus: “For
tken [at the end] shall be great tribulation,
such as was not since the beginning of the world
to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except
those days should be shortened, there should no
flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those
days shall be shortened.” (Matt. 24:21,22)
These words of Jesus show that the trouble not
only will be the worst ever known, but will be
the last. It is that final conflict to which the
Devil is looking forward, and, as stated in
Revelation 12:12, he knows that his time is
short. What shall follow that trouble will be a
period of everlasting peace and blessing for the
people. But first I must give you further proof
of the coming world war or time of trouble.
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It is well known that the clergy are taking the
lead in the advocacy of the Lieague of Nations,
the World Court, and peace pacts and such like,
and are boasting of what they have accom-
plished and will accomplish.

(Here Doctor Sanballat interrupts to say)

“Your young man is certainly right there.
The clergy are proud of the fact that they are
bringing peace to the world and preparing for
Christ to come.”

Mr. Alexzander: May I continue to read what
the young man says?

(Reads)

The book of Revelation contains the words
Jesus spoke and which words God had told him
to speak. In Revelation 16:13, 14 it is written:
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.”

Revelation is a hook of symbols, that is to
say, the truth is expressed in figurative or sym-
bolic langnage. The unclean spirits there men-
tioned symbolically represent false or hypo-
critical representatives of God v-ho are promul-
gating a wrong doctrine in the name of God
and of Christ. They are therefore called un-
clean. Satan has a great and powerful organiza-
tion of which he is the god or invisible ruler.
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(2 Cor. 4:3,4) This is made up of the commer-
cial giants, the political rulers, and the religious
element. Permit me to read a paragraph from
this book which I have here, and which is called
Prophecy:

The three unclean spirits here mentioned are lik-
ened unto frogs. A frog swells up, is bombastie, and
hoasts of what he is going to do and makes much noise
about it. The noise of a bullfrog strikes terror to the
mind of one who does not know whence the noise
emanates. The Devil has the whole world in fear and
distress because his ‘bullfrogs’ are bellowing forth
their noise. The ‘‘dragon’’ in the text represents the
entire satanic organization, while the ‘‘beast’’ is sym-
bolic of the visible part of that organization, and
the ““false prophet’’ particularly represents the fraud-
ulent religions. With one accord all these elements
of Satan’s organization boast and make much noise
of what they are doing and are going to do.

In substance they say: ‘The earth is ours, and we
are going to fix everything to our liking; and when
we get through the people will like it.” This is but -
voicing the sentiment of the Devil, who says: ‘“‘My
river [peoples] is mine own, and I have made it for
myself.”” (Bzek. 29:3) The visible part of the or-
ganization makes peace pacts and boldly announces:
‘We have outlawed war and henee there will be no
more war, and let the people be assured to that end.’

Now note the next verse of that chapter in
Revelation which reads: “And he gathered them
together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon. ... And there were voices,
and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a
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great earthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake,
and so great. And the great city was divided
into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine
of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island
fled away, and the mountains were not found.
And there fell upon men a great hail out of
heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent;
and men blasphemed God because of the plague
of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceed-
ing great.”—Rev. 16: 16-21,

Does it not seem to you that there is an in-
visible power or force that is driving the na-
tions on to prepare for war while there is a
constant ery of peace? That unseen foree is
Satan the Devil. Satan is drawing the nations
into pacts, leagues and treaties, and his purpose
is to turn all against God. Satan, having been
cast out of heaven, knows that the time is short
until the final battle will be fought, and his
attempt will be to turn all people away from
God and, if he cannot have them himself, to
destroy them. Jehovah is all-powerful, and
when he is ready to act, and sends forth his be-
loved Son as his active Agent to ‘act, the result
will be a victory for God and for Christ. By
his prophet he says: “The Lord shall send
[forth] the rod of thy strength out of Zion:
[saying] Rule thou in the midst of thine ene-
mies. The Lord at thy right hand shall strike
through kings in the day of his wrath. He shall
judze among the heathen [nations], he shall fill
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the places with the dead bodies ; he shall wound
the heads over many countries.”—Ps. 110: 2, 5, 6.

The League of Nations is a direet insult to
Jehovah, and you will note that the Federal
Couneil of Churches issued a statement in Jan-
uary, 1919, to the effect that the League of Na-
tions is the political expression of God’s king-
dom on earth. The hoast is that the League of
Nations and peace pacts and similar movements
will bring lasting peace and prevent further
war. But nothing of the kind can prevent war.
Concerning such treaties and combines the
Lord says: “Associate yourselves, O ye people,
and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear,
all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye
shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and
ye shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel to-
gether, and it shall come to nought; speak the
word, and it shall not stand.”—Isa. 8:9, 10.

The great World War is likened unto a stormy
wind, and symbolically a stormy wind or whirl-
wind is often used to represent war. Concern-
ing the oncoming conflict which Jesus says will
be the worst ever known, God by his prophet
says: “For he commandeth, and raiseth the
stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves there-
of. They mount up to the heaven, they go down
again fo the depths: their soul is melted because
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger
like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end.”
—Ps. 107: 25-27.

The clergy claim to represent God, but they
in faet do not represent him. They ignore his
way of bringing peace and boastingly say that
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the church is going to bring it. The preachers
or clergymen are called prophets and priests;
and concerning peace and war, God by his
prophet says: “For from the least of them even
unto the greatest of them every one is given to
covetousness; and from the prophet even unto
the priest every one dealeth falsely. They have
healed also the hurt . . . of my people bhghtly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is 0o peace.
—Jer. 6:13,14.

Boastingly the clergy say that there is to be
1no more war because the churches are bringing
in peace and safety. By that they mean that
the church denominations, which do not.agree
amongst themselves as to what the Bible teach-
es, have now agreed to establish peace on earth,
whieh God alone can do. Concerning their hoast
the Lord says: “For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape.”—1 Thess. 5: 3.

Why is the great trouble impending? Be-
cause Jehovah purposes to destroy Satan’s
organization and his power, that the people may
be unhindered in learning the truth. He is per-
mitting the nations to be gathered together and
his action shall follow shmtly By his prophet
he says: “Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the
Loxd, until the day that I rise up to the prey;
for my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour
upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce
anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with
the fire of my jealousy. For then will I turn
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to the people a pure language, that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him
with one consent.” (Zeph. 3:8,9) It will thus
be seen that peace will come only after the great
trouble. ‘

If we believe the Seriptures, which state that
Satan is the god or invisible ruler of this world
and that the world is ruled, as we know, by the
commercial, political and religious elements,
then if these same ruling powers could bring
in peace would that not be a victory for the
Devil? God will establish his government of
righteousness and then put Satan and his make-
shifts completely out. The word “earth” as
often used in the Scriptures symbolically or
figuratively represents organized governments
or powers of the earth. By his prophet God
gives a reason for the destruction of these or-
ganizations, and that reason is that they have
given themselyes over to Satan the Devil. By
his prophet he says: “The earth also is defiled
under the inhabitants thereof; because they
have transgressed the laws, changed the ordi-
nance, broken the everlasting covenant.”—
Isa. 24:0.

This book Prophecy which I have here, dis-
cussing and giving the Bible explanation for
the impending war, among other things says
this, which I ask you to let me read to you:

Is it because a few men have become possessors of
exceeding great riches that God will bring the great
war? Surely that is not the reason. Material riches
alone are not econdemned by the Lord. Solomon was
very rich, (2 Chron, 1:12) Jehoshaphat had riches
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in abundance. (2 Chron. 17:5) Hezekiah had ‘‘ex-
ceeding much riches’’. (2 Chron. 82:27) God did
not condemn any of them because of their riches.

Is the great war impending and about to fall be-
cause the political rulers have not ruled the people
perfeetly? Surely not that. Some one had to rule,
and, all men being imperfect, no man could rule
perfectly. There have. been many men in politics
who have honestly done the best they knew how to
do. Many of the rich men in polities have used their
means to do good.

Then why should this great impending calamity
come upon the people and nations of the earth? It
is because the people have been turned away from
Jehovah God and caused to worship the Devil, and
because Jehovah’s holy name has been hypoeritically
used, thereby bringing reproach upon him and turn-
ing the people away from him to their own injury,
and therefore turning the people in the way of the
Devil and destruection. And who is the most repre-
hensible and responsible for this condition?

When Christianity, which was organized as a pure
organization, began to grow, Satan organized a great
commereial and political world power and caused it
to adopt the Christian religion in name only, and
corrupted the organization known as Christianity
and made it a Devil religion, This does not mean
that he corrupted the pure Christians, but he cor-
rupted the organization, made it a part of his own
organization, and called it *‘Christian’’. It is there-
fore clearly seen that Babylon is the Devil’s organi-
zation, is ‘the mother of all harlots’, and has caused
the political rulers and the commercial giants of the
earth to commit fornication with her; and thereby
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all the world powers, made up of political, commercial
and religious factors, have brought ignominy and
shame and reproach upon the name of Jehovah God.
The politicians and the rulers and the commercial
giants, who have gathered great rickes and honor and
power, have been adopted by Satan’s wicked relig-
jous system and drawn into his net, and have been
made a part of Babylon. . . .

Both the politiecal and the commereial rulers are
responsible before God for what wrong they have done,
but the most reprehensible and responsible before
Jehovah, and who deserve and shall receive the
severest punishment, are the religious leaders and
the principal ones of the religious flocks.

Doctor Sanballat again interrupts the read-
ing: “That must be one of those pestiferous
Bible Students, who are going about the coun-
try interfering with our churches, that gave
you that statement. We will run them out of
the country.”

Mr. Alexander: Doector Sanballat, I am not
reading this as a personal affront to you, but
I think I owe it to my client to state all the
faets in this personal and private conference.
We might remind ourselves that the Constitu-
tion of this country guarantees that every man
shall exercise his religion in whatsoever man-
ner he desires, and it would he rather incon-
sistent to try to run anybody out who is discuss-
ing or teaching his understanding of the Bible.
I have a few more paragraphs here of this
statement that T should be pleased to continue
with,
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Colonel Hannibal: Please proceed, M.
Alexander.
(Continues reading)

= All Nations

The clergy, as we all know, claim that Ameri-
ca, Great Britain, Germany, and like nations,
are Christian nations and are therefore the true
representatives of God on earth. They do not
serve God, but they take his name or call them-
selves by the name of his Christ. Concerning
the great approaching war or trouble, Jehovah
by his prophet says: “For, lo, T begin to bring
evil on the city [organized governments] which
is called by my name [Christendom], and
gshould ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not
be unpunished: for T will call for a sword upon
all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Loxd
of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them
all these words, and say unto them, The Lord
shall roar from on high, and utter his voice
from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar
upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as
they that tread the grapes, against all the in-
habitants of the earth. A noise shall come even
to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a
controversy with the nations; he will plead with
all flesh; he will give them “hat ave wicked to
the sword, saith the Lord. Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation
to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised
up from the coasts of the earth.”—Jer. 25:29-32.

Not only does the Lord tell of the certainty
of the great trouble, but he also desecribes the
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effect thereof and further shows that it will be
the worst the peoples of earth have ever ex-
perienced: “And the slain of the Lord shall be
at that day from one end of the earth even unto
the other end of the earth: they shall not be
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they
shall be dung upon the ground.” (Jer. 25:33)
If a million people should be killed in a few
moments in one eity, that would strike such
terror in the hearts of the remaining ones that
no one would stay to bury the dead. The Serip-
tures indicate it will be even worse than that.

It will be conceded by all that the clergy are
the shepherds of the flocks and speak of their
congregations in that way. They call them-
selves shepherds. God foreknew that they
would do so, and he foretold how he is dis-
pleased with those who claim to serve him but
do not. The principal ones of their flocks are
the rich and influential of the community. The
Lord’s prophet says concerning such: “Howl,
ye shepherds, and ery; and wallow yourselves
in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the
days of your slaughter and of your dispersions
are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a
pleasant vessel. And the shepherds shall have
no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to
escape. A voice of the ery of the shepherds,
and an howling of the principal of the flock,
shall be heard; for the Lord hath spoiled their
pasture. And the peaceable habitations are cut
down, because of the fierce anger of the Lord.”
—Jer. 25: 34-37.
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Christendom, so called, is a bhoastful organi-
zation and likens itself unto that which is
pleasant and desirable, and Jehovah says it
shall fall like a pleasant vessel. When one drops
a pleasant or beautiful vessel and shatters it
to pieces there is much distress.

God’s expressed purpose is that in his own
proper time every man shall be given the truth,
that he may act intelligently and choose whom
he will desire to serve and obey. In 1 Timothy
2:3,4 it is written: “For this is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledgze of the truth.” The poliey of Sa-
tan the Devil is always to keep the people in
ignorance of Jehovah God and his purposes and
he uses all men that he can to turn the common
people away from Jehovah the only true God.
For this reason Satan blinds the people to the
truth. Everything in the Scriptures points to
the faect that Jehoval’s day is at hand when he
will make it possible for all to have an under-
standing of the truth who desire; and in order
that they might know the truth he will destroy
Satan’s organization. When Jesus said for man’s
benefit, “This is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent,” he surely meant that
some time God would give all men an oppor-
tunity to know the truth, that they might have
an opportunity to live. God has eommanded
those who are devoted to him to be his witnesses
and tell the people of his purposes. (Isa. 43:
10,12) He committed this testimony to his be-
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loved Son Christ Jesus and all true Christians;
that is to say, all who are in Christ can be
faithful to God only by being faithful and true
witnesses concerning him and his kingdom.
Satan the old Dragon therefore makes war
against those who are thus trying to be God’s
faithful witnesses and who are called “the rem-
nant”. Concerning this it is written:

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her
seed, which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev.
12:17) The woman mentioned in this text is
(fod’s covenant that brings forth the seed of
promise. (Gal. 4:23,26) There are a few men
and women on earth properly designated “the
remnant” who are diligently trying to keep
God’s commandments and give the testimony
concerning Jesus Christ. That is why the Dewvil
opposes them. That is why he misleads many
honest men who are officers of the law to hinder,
to arrest and bring into court the men and wo-
men who are witnesses of the Lord, for the pur-
pose of stopping the giving of such testimony.
‘Were the clergymen really devoted to God they
would themselves be giving this testimony in-
stead of lending themselves to Satan the enemy
to hinder humble men and women from testify-
ing to the Lord. I do not believe that the police
officer who stopped me this morning cares how
much I tell the people about the Lord, but I am
quite certain he was induced to stop me by
reason of being influenced by a clergyman to
whom I saw him talking.
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Doctor Sanballat again interrupts: “Well,
Colonel Hannibal, T do not see why I should be
further humiliated by listening to this harangue.
If you will excuse me, sir, I will have my hat
and coat and be going.”

Colonel Hawmbal: 1 am sorry. I thought,
Doctor, you would stay and explain some of
these things away. I am sure that Mr. Alex-
ander means no personal affront to you, but
he is telling some information which all of us
should have.

Doctor Sanballat: T do not care to hear any
more of it, sir. You will please excuse me.
(Withdraws)

Colonel Hannibal: Go on, Alexander. I
should like to hear this through. T fear that
Sanballat is more interested in my shekels than
he is in my spiritual welfare. Some of the mat-
ters you have been reading sound very serious
to me and I was hoping Sanballat would be able
to explain them away, but he is gone.

Alexander: The next paragraph will be en-
lightening in view of what you have just said,
Colonel. °

(Continues to read)

We have no desire to injure the clergy, of
course. Our only purpose is to do good unto all
men as we have opportunity. The Devil is fight-
ing against God and against his people, and we
must fight by telling the truth. The truth is what
does the cuftting. If the clergymen would only
come out in the open and explain their position
to the people that all might understand them,
then it would be better. They could then cease
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“Fortheylove to pray standing in the synagogues."—Matt. 6: 5
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calling themselves preachers and take the posi-
tion where they properly belong. But they re-
fuse to do that. They hide hehind some police
officer or hide in their own holes for the evident
reason ‘they cannot answer these plam state-
ments of Bible propheey which are being ful-
filled before all eyes. T'he prophet of Giod fore-
told this very condition when he wrote: “The
mighty men of Babylon [Satan’s organization]
have forborn to fight, they have remained in
their holds: their might hath failed [them].”—
Jer. 51:30.

Colonel Hannibal: Remarkable, Alexander!
But true to the present conditions.

Alevander: Before proeeeding to read fm-
ther, let me tell you of another remark that does
not appear here. The young man spoke of the
Devil’s organization being made up of the com-
mercial, political and religious rulers of the
world. I remarked to him: “Sir, you may not

. be aware of the fact that T am the legal adviser

of some of the most powerful corporations in
the world.” His reply was: “I assure you that
I meant no personal offense. Probably the Lord
sent me here to say these things to you and
such is his way of bringing notice to you that
you may inform some of your clients. In con-
nection with the preaching of the gospel to the
nations as a witness Jesus said that those who
would do so in obedience to God’s command-
ments wonld be brought into the courts and into
the churches and before the rulers as a testi-
mony against them. This prophecy must also
be fulfilled. (Mark 13:9-11)”
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Colonel Hanmbal: Please proceed with your
reading, Mr. Alexander.

(Reads)

Manifestly the Lord is causing this witness
-to he:given now to both the rulers and the ruled

that they may know that Jehoval is the only
true God and the real Friend and Benefactor
of mankind, and that they may also know that
Satan is their worst enemy and that his purpose
is to turn mankind away from the truth, and
that God will soon destroy the enemy that the
nations may no more be deceived by him. (Rev.
20:1-3) Permit me to read from page 312 of
this book Prophecy. It was written by a lawyer,
and you may bhe interested to know why a law-
yer would write it:

Had the politicians and commercial giants been
taught the truth and been induced to use their power
and influence to honor Jehovah and turm the people
to him, they might have accomplished much good.
But the preachers and the priests of every organized
religion have led them in the wrong way, because
they practise Satan’s organized religion. Be sure Je-
hovah knows full well how men have been misled by
the hypocritical teachers of organized religion, and
in merey he opens the way for then to know the truth
and return to him. Therefore it becomes of the great-
est importance at this time to tell the people the truth
concerning God.

The leaders of organized religion oppose the truth;
and they do so because they are under the influence
of Satan. By the use of fraud and misrepresentation
they induce the political and commereial powers to
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believe that those who tell the truth are enemies of
good government, and therefore seek to destroy the
worlk of those who do teach the truth. But their op-
position can not succeed. God has begun to give the
truth to the people, and no power can stop it.

Why, then, do the ruling powers of the nations
continue to rage about preparations for war, and at
the same time elaim to have outlawed war? Why
do the people meditate “‘a vain thing'’, putting their
confidence and trust in men and their ability to estab-
lish lasting peace on earth? God’s prophet propound-
ed these questions, so appropriate at the present time,
and which apply now, and then gave the answer to
them. The prophefic answer is, Because the ruling
factors of Satan’s visible organization have taken
counsel together against God and against his anointed
King. (Ps. 2:1,2, R.V.) They have no desire to
know and acknowledge Jehovah as the only true and
Almighty God. They are proud of what they claim
to be able to do by peace paects, conventions and
leagues. ‘‘The wicked, through the pride of his eoun-
tenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all
his thoughts.”” (Ps. 10:4) For that reason Jesus
Christ, God’s great executive officer, will destroy the
organization of the enemy, and clean out the workers
of iniquity, that righteousness and peace may be fully
established in the earth.—Ps. 2:9. -

Peace

God’s kingdom will bring everlasting peace
to the people of earth. In no other way can it
come. Conecerning Christ it is written: “Unto
us a son is given, and the government shall be
upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called
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Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of
the inerease of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kmgdom to order it, and to establish
it with Judgment and with Justlce from hence-
forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this.” (Isa. 9:6,7) Instead
of the clergy bringing in peace it can come only
when God through Christ has destroyed Satan’s
organization and put in operation his govern-
ment of righteousness. Just let me read another
paragraph from this Prophecy book:

Let the people eease their vain imaginations that
“‘organized Christianity’’, so called, can bring them
relief, peace and prosperity. Let them break away
from Satan’s orcanization, take their stand on the
side of Jehovah God, and give their allegiance and
devotion to him. The prophet foretells what shall
then come to pass: ‘T will hear what God the Lord
will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people,
and to his saints: but let them not turn again to
folly. Surely his salvation is nmigh them that fear
him; that glory may dwell in our land.’” With the
reign of the Prinee of Peace in full sway, God’s
prophet foretells that those who love righteousness
will say: ““Merey and truth are met together: right-
eousness and peace have kissed each other, Truth
shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall
look down from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall give
that which is good; and our land shall yield her in-
crease. Righteousness shall go before him; and shall
set us in the way of his steps.’
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Jehovah’s due time is now come for the people to
hear the truth. The truth is being told by a few,
who are devoted to Jehovah God, and in obedience
to his commandments, because it is his due time.
““Organized Christianity,’” so called, opposes the truth
hecause that organization is under the domination of
Satan. That the people may know that Jehovah is
the only true God, and that Christ is the Prince of
Peace and the Redeemer of man and earth’s rightfnl
Ruler, the truth must now be told, and is being told.
(God is uncovering and revealing his prophecies for
man’s good, and his light is shining thereupon daily
with inereased brilliancy.

The church and the leaders therein boastfully
say that they will robe the earth in God’s glory
preparatory to the coming of Christ Jesus.
Such statement is not only hoastful, but blas-
phemous. Christ Jesus is the great Prince of
Peace, and he is also the greatest of all war-
riors. He will fight for peace. By that is meant
he will destroy Satan the wicked one and his
wicked orgamization that the people may enjoy
peace that he will bring to them. “And T saw
heaven opened, and behold, a white horse; and
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns; and he had
a name written, that no man knew but he him-
self. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped
in blood: and his name is called The Word of
God. And the armies which were in heaven fol-
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth
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goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD
OF LORDS.”—Rev. 19:11-16.

Christ has already come and shortly will
overthrow the evil rule. He must first end evil
practices by and through the great war and
then the people will have peace. If is written
in Zechariah 9:10 that he will destroy the great
war machine and then he will speak peace to
the people. Another title of Jesus Christ is
“King of Salem”, which means King of peace.
(Heb. 7:1) His will be a peace that will endure
for ever, and his reign will always be righteous.

That everlasting peace will not come by man’s
efforts, but only by and through God’s kingdom,
is further shown from the Seriptures. A moun-
tain in the Seriptures is used as a symbol, while
the hills, which are the very highest points of
the mountain, represent the highest parts of
the government. God’s kingdom of peace will be
above all these other kingdoms and will bring
peace to the people and they shall never go to
war again. “But in the last days it shall come
to pass, that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and it shall be exalted above the hills;
and people shall flow unto it. And many nations
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
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ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar
off ; and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks; na-
tion shall not lift up a sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. But they
shall sit every man under his vine and under
his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid:
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken
it.”—Mie. 4:1-4.

As a deep and beautiful river flows between
its banks lined with sweet-scented flowers and
evergreen trees, so peace will flow to the people
amidst the most pleasing conditions.—Isa. 66: 12,

By his prophet God deseribes that kingdom
of peace and ifs benefits to suffering humanity.
Again in this seripture a mountain is used to
symbolize his kingdom: “The mountains shall
bring peace to the people, and the little hills,
by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of
the people, he shall save the children of the
needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.
They shall fear thee as long as the sun and
moon endure, thronghout all generations. He
shall come down like rain upon the mown grass;
as showers that water the earth. In his days
shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of
peace s0 long as the moon endureth. He shall
have dominion also from sea to sea, and from
the river unto the ends of the earth. They that
dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him;
and his enemies shall lick the dust.”-Ps. 72:3-9.
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Man’s worst enemies are Satan and death.
Jehovalh’s great executive officer will destroy
both of these enemies. “F'or he must reign, till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”—1 Cor.
15: 25, 26; Heb. 2:14.

Persecution

~ You ask me, Mr. Alexander, why men should
want to arrest me and others for telling the
people this beautiful message of truth and
peace. L answer, Because Satan the enemy of
God and of righteousness does not want the
people to know the truth. You remark that you
could hardly believe that clergymen would in-
fluence officers of the law to have such men as
myself arrested for doing the work that T am
doing. I will cite you to some seriptures upon
this point. You know that the Israelites, other-
wise called Jews, were God’s chosen people.
He gave them Moges as their great law-giver,
and Moses foreshadowed Christ Jesus and his
faithful followers. God instituted with the
Israclites the office of priesthood and it was
the duty of the priestly class to inform the peo-
ple of God’s Word. The seribes, Pharisees and
priests constituted the clergy amongst the Jew-
1sh people. They sat in Moses’ seat and claimed
to represent God and to speak God's Word.
Upon this point Jesus said: “The seribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ geat: all therefore
whatsover they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do not.” (Matt. 23:1-3) Jesus
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was holy, harmless and never did a wrongful
act. He spoke with authority and the Jewish
clergy knew that he was the Son of God. Al-
though knowing this the clergy were the chief
persecutors and accusers of Jesus. They aec-
cused him of every erime known to the ealendar.
They had him arrested and tried upon perjured
testimony and convicted of treason, withont a
cause. Did they represent God? Jesus said
they claimed to represent God but in fact rep-
resented Satan the Devil: “Jesus said unto
them, If God were your Father, ye would love
me: for I proceeded forth and came from God;
neither came I of myself, but he sent me, Why
do ye not understand my speech? even because
ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the beginnming,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speak-
eth of his own: for he is a liar, and the father
of it.”—John 8:42-44,

The real followers of Christ Jesus are not
surprised to find the clergymen of the various
church denominations scheming for the down-
fall of those who are giving testimony concern-
ing God’s kingdom. These men, although claim-
ing to be God’s representatives, form a part of
the world. They support the commercial and
political powers and seek to influence the affairs
of government. They claim to be the best friends
of the world. It is written concerning them:
“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with
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(tod? whosoever therefore will.be a friend of
the world, is the enemy of God.” (Jas. 4:4)
They are the counterpart of the Jewish clergy.
They know that if the people hear and heed the
truth, no longer will these clergymen be able
to hold them in their church denominations.
Being a part of the world they hate those who
tell the truth as set forth in God’s Word. Jesus
foretold that such would be true at this time
when he said to his true followers : “If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: but because ye are not of
the world, but I have chogen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you. Remem-
ber the word that I said unto you, The servant
is not greater than his lord. If they have perse-
cuted me, they will also persecute you; if they
have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.”
—John 15:18-20.

It was the clergy of the Jews who induced
the officers of the law to arrest and conviet
Stephen upon perjured testimony and then
cansed him to bhe put to death. The record of
that dreadful case is set out in Acts 6:9-15 and
in Acts 7:1-59. :

It was the clergy who- caused the arrest and
persecufion of Peter and John, two of the dis-
ciples of Jesus, because they were serving God
and telling the fruth. These two men were
brought into court and were discharged, but
were warned to leave town and cease preaching.
They went right on telling the truth. Again
they were haled into court, at the instance of
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the clergy, and the judge said to them: “Did
not we straitly eommand you, that ye should
not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend
to bring this man’s blood upon us. Then Peter
and the other apostles answered and said, We
ought to obey God rather than men.”—Acts
928, 29.

You ask me why I continue to go about tell-
ing the people about God and his kingdom when
the clergymen cause my arrest. I answer you
that Jehovah has eommissioned me as one of
his witnesses and by and through his Word he
has commanded that all such shall preach this
gospel of his kingdom now as a witness to all
nations. I must obey God rather than men. My
brethren and I will not be deterred by the
threats of men in doing our duty in performing .
our God-given ecommission to preach the gospel.
We may be arrested and tried and convicted
upon false testimony, and we may be put to
death. If so, our blood will be upon those who
bring about such nnrighteous results. We should
be glad to hurry on and spend every moment in
telling the people of this good news that the
kingdom of God is here and that the day of
deliverance is at hand. We know the Dewvil is
against us and will continue to oppose us. We
are sorry that men will lend themselves to the
Devil and be used as his ingtruments to hinder
us in doing our good work, but if the testimony
of the truth must be given by the shedding of
our blood we will give it just the same. The
God whom we serve is able to deliver us in this
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life or in the life to come. We trust him im-
plicitly and his will we will do by his grace.
Men are generally not bad out of choice.
Many honest men are migled and blinded to the
truth. I feel sure that the rich have no desire
to interrupt the work we are doing. I am con-
fident that the politicians or statesmen would
not bother with us. The difficulty is that both
the commercial and the political rulers listen to
the clergymen who insist upon the persecution
of the humble preachers of the fruth. Probably
the Lord let me bring this to your attention
that you may investigate the facts and eall these
facts to the attention of the better class of men
who are concerned with the commercial and
political affairs of the world. The Devil is us-
ing the clergymen who mislead many of such
men, as well as the officers of the law. The
Seriptures indicate, however, that ere long the
hypoerisy of the clergy will be discovered even
by the commerecial and political rulers and then
they will come in for their own. Omne or two
seripture texts I should like to leave with you
before T go. You can see that there is a great
war and trouble just ahead. Note these texts:
“Before the deeree bring forth, before the day
pass as the chaff, before the fieree anger of the
Tiord come upon you, before the day of the
Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Loxd,
all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought
his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meek-
ness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord’s anger.” (Zeph. 2:2,3) “Blessed is he
that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver



62 WAR OR PEACE, WHICH ?

him in time of frouble. The Lord will preserve
him, and keep him alive ; and he shall be blessed
upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him
unto the will of his enemies.”—Ps. 41:1, 2.

The reading ended and there was a brief
period of silence, and then Colonel Hannibal
said: “Alexander, that is very remarkable. T
am wondering if we have been permitting these
suave preachers to make monkeys of us?”

Alexander: Well, they say we are descendants
of monkeys.

Colonel Hannibal: To be sure they do. But
what do you think we should do? Sanballat
evidently is one who is engaged in the persecu-
tion of these people who go about preaching
the gospel in their own manner. I do not think
1 shall support his church any more.

Alexander: 1 would advise that we do not
give encouragement to any to arrest and perse-
cute any of these simple folk, such as this young
man who came to my office. I found a scripture
in this Bible which is the proper text book in
these matters. What it says here seems to ap-
ply at the present time. These words, which I
am about to read, were uttered by Gamaliel,
the lawyer who spoke to his colleagnes at the
time of the arrest of John and Peter. Shall I
read them: “And now I say unto you, Refrain
from these men, and let them alone: for if this
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to
nought: but if it be of God, ye cannot over-
throw it; lest haply ye be found even to fight
against God. And to him they agreed: and
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when they had called the apostles, and beaten
them, they commanded that they should not
speak in .the name of Jesus, and let them go.
And they departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy
to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to
teach and preach Jesus Christ.”—Aets 5: 38-42.

Colonel Hannibal: Alexander, didn’t you tell
me the young man mentioned had a number of
books with him that he said he was placing with
the people at a nominal sum and which treated
the question you have been here discussing?

Answer: Yes.

Colonel Hanmibal: Please find out for me
where you can reach him, and have him bring
me one volume of every one of these books. I
want them here for my library. The iext time
Doctor Sanballat comes here I will agk him to
explain some of these things.
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