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KEYS OF HEAVEN
Act of God

HEN a ecalamity befalls a people it is
usual to say that such is ‘the act of
God’. A great storm causes the rivers
to rise, working much destruction of property
-and people, and this is charged against Jeho-
vah and called ‘the act of God’. Public carriers
and other corporations protect themselves
against damages by inserting in their contracts
the statement that they will not be responsible
for any damages resulting from ‘“he act of
God’. The courts of law and law writers define
‘the act of God’ as ‘an inevitable accident against
which ordinary care and prudence could not
guard; the interruption of the ordinary course
of eyents such as is not to be looked for in ad-
vance’. If a storm wipes away a bridge and a
railway train with its passengers goes down,
that is said to be an act of God. The question is,
Are these things such as T have described the
result of God’s acts? I answer, No, they are not;
and the claim that such things do constitute the
aet of God is entirely without Secriptural au-
thority. God is therefore wrongfully charged
with such calamities,
‘Who, then, is responsible for the storms and

like extraordinary acts that often result in much
3



A KEYS OF HEAVEN

suffering to the people? I answer that such are
properly chargeable against Satan the Devil;
and the reason I shall give from the Scriptures.
That Satan has power to produce storms and
like unusual things cannot he doubted. Jesus
slpoke of Satan the Devil as “the prince of dey-
ils” and as “the prinee of this world” and as the
one who is the enemy of God and Christ. In
liphesians 2: 2 Satan, the prince of this wicked
world, is called the “prinee of the power of the
air”, In 2 Corinthiang, chapter four, Satan is
called ‘the god of this wicked world’, meaning
that he is the invisible ruler of the world having
and exercising great power. In Hebrews 2:14
it is written that Satan has the power of death,
He has inflicted death upon many persons.

1t was Satan the Devil who constantly sought
to kill Jesus, beeause Jesus was the beloved Son
of God sent to earth to tell the truth. That Sa-
tan has power to produce storms is plainly
gshown by what he eaused to come to pass
against Josus and his disciples. They were in
a boat upon the Sea of Galilee and Jesus was
asleep in the boat, and a great storm arose,
which boecame go violent that the boat was about
to be eapsized. The record in Luke 8:23-25 is:
“So they set sail. During the passage he fell
asleep, and there came down a squall of wind
on the lake, so that the bhoat began to fill and
they were in deadly peril.” (Weymouth) “And
they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Mas-
ter, master, we perish! Then he arose, and re-
buked the wind and the raging of the water:
and they ceased, and there was a calm. And
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ACT OF GOD 5

he said unto them, Where is your faith? And
they, being afraid, wondeled saying one to an-
other, What manner of man is this! for he ecom-
mandeth even the winds and water, and they
obey him.”

But why should Satan bring storms and like
disasters upon the people and ecause them to
charge the responsihility up to God? The rea-
son is that Satan has always tried to induce men
to curse Jehovah God. If the people could he
made to understand that Jehovah God is re-
sponsible for these disasters they wonld hate
rather than love him, and this Satan well knows;
hence his course of action. To appreciate this
we must get the proper understanding of the
great question at issue. When Satan rebelled
agoainst God he induced man to sin by telling him
that God is a liar. He then defied Jehovah God,

saying that no man could be put on the earth w ho -
un‘der great stress would be faithful to God. In
order that all creation might in due time be
fully eonvinced that Jehovah is the only true
God, from whom blessings come, Jehovah per-
mitted Satan to go his full limit in wickedness.
In due time he will destroy Satan and =all his
power. For this reason the book of Job is writ-
ten in the Bible. In the book of Jobh, which is
fully explained in the book brought to your
doors and which is ealled Life, the record is that
Job was a very rich man who served God faith-
fully. Satan declared that he could compel Job
to eurse God, and was permitted to try. Satan
brought a gleat windstorm whieh destroyed
Job’s house and killed all his chlldren and most
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of his servants. Then he brought other calami-
ties upon Job. He afflicted Job with boils and
then brought three pious-faced religionists who
claimed to be Job's friends and who tormented
him for days. He induced Job's wife to call upon
him to curse God. Amidst all this Job remained
true and faithful to God, and Satan failed in his
efforts.

For the same purpose Satan has caused the
people to be tanght for many centuries that all
the storms, the bugs, and insects, and like things
that bring disaster upon the people eome be-
cause the people have not contributed to their
church and bheen faithful to it, and hence God
is displeased with them and sends calamities.
Many persons have thereby been induced to
curse God and turn away from him. In due time
Jehovah God will bring to pass events that will
surely convince all ereation that Satan is the
wicked one and that Jehovah God is the Giver
of life and happiness to those that serve him.

What, then, 18 the proper understanding or
explanation of the words “act of God”? The Bi-
ble truly says that all the works of Jehovah are
perfeet, and that all his ways are good and just,
right and true. God is love; which means he is
entirely unselfish, He does punish wickedness
and declares that he will completely destroy the
willtully wicked, and this he has done and will
do for the honor of his name and for the good
of those who love righteousness.

Some of the acts of Jehovah God recorded in
the Bible are these: Because of Adam’s willing
disobedience he sentenced him to death, expelled

Ry Ly



ACT OF GOD 1

him from Eden and put him to death. The chil-
dren of Adam, acting with a host of the Devil,
filled the earth with violence, and the record is
that God sent a great delun’e and destroyed all
flesh upon the earth except Noah and his imme-
diate family, who were faithful to God. That
great deluge was an act of God; but before he
1)e1f01med it he gave full notice, so that it could
not be said that it was an inevitable accident
against which ordinary care and prudence could
not guard.

The Egyptians under the rulership of Pha-
raoh and his assoeciates greatly oppressed God’s
chosen people the Israelites. They eried unto
God and he led them out of Egypt by the hand
of Moses, and when the Egyptian army pursued
the Israelites for the purpose of destroying
them God destroyed the Egyptians in the Red
sea. That was an act of God. It was not, how-
ever, an inevitable accident against which the
Egyptians could not guard and about which
they could not know, because God had previous-
ly given full notice to the Egyptians of his pur-
pose to punish them if his people were further
persecuted.

When God’s people the Israelites were march-
ing to Canaan the Amalekites wickedly perse-
cuted them, and in his own due time God sent
his army under Saul against the Amalekites and
they were destroyed. That was an act of God,.
but it was not- an inevitable accident against
which the Amalekites could not guard, because
for four hundred years notice had been given
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that they should suffer for their wicked perse-
cution of God's people. '

The Jews, once (Hod’s chosen people, turned
away to the Devil and against Jehovah God.
They were unfaithful to their covenant and be-
came idolatrous. In due time Jehovah God per-
mitted the armies of Babylon to lay siege to
Jerusalem and to cause millions of the people
to die by the sword, by famine and pestilence,
and the city to be completely destroyed. That
was an act of God, but it was not an inevitable
accident that could not be looked for in advance
and against which prudent men eould not guard
themselves. On the contrary, Jehovah God sent
his prophets Ilzekiel, Jeremiah and Isaiah and
others to the Jews and gave them full warning
of his purpose to punigh them for their wicked-
ness, and in due time he did punish them. An
act of God, therefore, is not ‘an inevitable acci-
dent that cannot be looked for in advance’ ac-
cording to the definition given by worldly wise
meu,

The Seriptures conclusively prove that God
nevor takes advantage of his enemies by bring-
ing upon them a disaster which they could not
know of in advance; and this is further proof
that all such calamities are from Satan, the
enemy of God. Satan causes these to be charged
against God for the very purpose of turning
the people away from Him.

Now the Seriptures make it clear that another
great and mighty act of God shall soon come
to pass. The Seriptures deseribe it as a “strange
work” and a “strange act” and add that in the

.
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ACT OF GOD 9

progress thereof the wisdom of the worldly
wise men shall perish. In Isaiah, chapter 28, it
is written: “For the Lord shall rise up as in
mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the val-
ley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his
strange work; and bring to pass his act, his
strange act. Now, therefore, be ye not mockers,
lest your bands be made strong.” By the words
of his prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel God de-
clares that he will completely wreck “Christen-
dom” and that there will be so many dead per-
sons as the result of his “strange act” that the
living will not be able to bury them. By his
prophet Habakkuk the Lord tells of how he will
march his army through the land and desolate
it and that he will thrash the nations in his
anger and that so terrible will be the spectacle
and power of Jehovah exhibited that the sun
and the moon shall stand still, and then all shall
know that it is the act of God.

That great act of God will not he as the world-
ly wise men have defined it: an inevitable acci-
dent against which prudent persons cannot
guard. Just at this day Jehovah God is sending
his witnesses throughout the land with his mes-
sage of warning to “Christendom”, telling of the
great and terrible strange act that is just ahead.
That message of warning he has caused to be
printed in millions of books and in many lan-
guages, and these are given a wide distribution
throughout the land called “Christendom”. God
is eausing notice now to be served upon the
rulers, and particularly upon the clergymen, in
order that their mouths may be for ever
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estopped from saying that ‘there came upon us
an inevitable disaster which we as prudent men
could not know about in advance’. The respon-
sibility is upon God’s witnesses to now take this
message of warning to the people, and then the
responsibility is upon those to whom it is
brought to give due and proper consideration
to that message. Refusing to hear the message
and destroying the books that eontain the mes-
sage will furnish no excuse to anyone to ever
say that he did not know that this great act of
God was about to be performed. Armageddon
is rapidly approaching, and Jesus deseribed it
as the greatest trouble that ever came upon the
world or ever will come again. Both Jesus and
God’s other prophets declared that in that
trouble the remnant of people who are of good
will and honest heart, and who will hear and
heed the message of warning and take their
stand on the side of Jehovah, will be preserved
and taken through the trouble. Be wise and give
a hearing ear. May it please you to do so and
receive the protection and blessings of Jehovah.

i

!

Oppression

O MERELY recount the oppressions that

I are upon the people and from which they
suffer could result in no good. If, how-
ever, the people can ascertain the cause of such
opp1 ession and suffering, and how it is going to
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end and when the people will get complete re-
lief, that will bring ecomfort to many that now
mourn. It is the duty and commission of every
one who is fully devoted to God to ecomfort those
who mourn, and such is the purpose of these
radio speeches. This is not a message of com-
fort coming from man, but it is merely telling
the people where in God’s Word it holds out to
them comfort and the blessings they have so
long desired.

The United States is the richest country un-
der the sun. The material wealth of this land
far surpasses anything that Solomon ever had,
and yet there are millions of people in this land
who are in great need of food and raiment. The
farmer, who with much expense and laborious
effort raises his crop of wheat, must go to the
market and sell it for less than it cost him. The
poor laboring man who lives in the city needs
the same wheat, and yet he is compelled to pay
more than four times the price that the farmer
recelves. Someone is reaping profit from that
upon which he has bestowed no labor. The farm-
er has a heavy mortgage on his farm, and on
this he is required to pay a high rate of interest.
He must also pay his taxes. Unless he pays the
interest and the taxes he loses not only his labor
but his home. He suffers greatly under the op-
pressive burden and despairs of relief. He has
several children whom he loves dearly and he
looks upon them with pity and sorrow. He sees
nothing in the future for them. The govern-
ment continues to spend his hard-earned money
to build war ships, airplanes and other instru-
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ments of destruction, and fails to furnish any
relief.

The man who labors in the factory or shops
~ tries to conserve his earnings and to save for a
time of even greater need. He deposits his
money in some bank for the purpose of saving
it, The bank is improperly and eriminally man-
aged, it fails, and his savings are swept away.
His wages are reduced or his job is taken away
from him and he has neither work nor money
for himself and family. He sees the oppressive
and cruel hand over him, but he does not know
how he can get any relief therefrom.

The merchant for a time carries on a legiti-
mate business out of which he earns an honest
living. A gigantic corporation appears on the
scene, undersells the small merchant until he is
driven out of business and into bankruptey, and
then raises the price of what the people have to
buy. In the end the small merchant passes out -
of existence and the people suffer. Both the
merchant and his customers are oppressed by
gigantic corporate power.

In recent years the tendency has been to con-
centrate the wealth and the power in the hands
of a few. Today a few men who are exceedingly
rich control the financiers of the land, the manu-
facturing interests, the public press, the food
supply, and public officers, and in fact every-
thing, while the masses of the people suffer un-
der great oppression, and they are on the verge
of despair. Every man’s hand seems to be
against his neighbor, selfishness holds sway, and
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seldom do we see one that is anxious to render
aid to his fellow creature. .

What do these distressing conditions indi-
cate? The answer is found in the Seriptures
and shows that exactly these conditions were
foretold by the Lord and that they would ecome
to pass upon the earth “in the last days”. In
2 Timothy, third chapter, it is written: ‘In the
last days grievous times will set in, men will be
lovers of self and lovers of money, and will op-
press their fellow man.” To whom is the blame
properly laid for these times of peril, oppres-
sion and suffering that are laid upon the people?
The religious leaders of the land tell their con-
gregations that God is sending such time of
stress upon them because they have not faith-
fully supported their church organization. The
people hearing this curse God and turn away
from him. But is Jehovah God respongible in
any degree for the suffering of the people now?
Most emphatically no. Jehovah God is love.
‘Who, then, is responsible, and who is the great
oppressor of mankind? The Scriptural answer
is that Satan the Devil is the great oppressor.
For centuries he has been the invisible ruler of
this world. He has influenced and induced men
to grow exceedingly selfish and to oppress each
other and then caused these conditions to he
charged against God, the purpose being to drive
the human race into desperation and furn them
away from the great and loving Jehovah. Those
who compose the ruling powers of this world
Satan has used as his instruments to oppress
the people in general. He uses the religionists.
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to tell the people that which turns them away
from God and his Word. Jehovah through his
great Prophet shows that in these last days Sa-
tan would be cast out of heaven and down to
earth and then he would make the burdens of
the people greater. In Revelation, chapter
twelve, 1t is written: “Woe to the inhabitants
of the earth! for the Devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth he
hath but a short time.” Satan’s time to turn the
people against God is short] as he knows, and
he is nsing every desperate means in an attempt
to accomplish his purposes.

The Bible abounds with proof that Jehovah is
the Friend of the oppressed. I here quote a few
texts in support of this statement. Psalm 9:9:
“The Lord also will be a refuge for the op-
pressed, a refuge in times of trouble.” Psalm
10:17, 18: “Liord, thou hast heard the desire of
the humble; thou wilt prepare their heart, thou
wilt eause thine ear to hear: to judge the father-
less and the oppressed, that the man of the earth
may no more oppress.”

That the people of good will now on earth
might learn that Jehovah is the God of merey
who will aid the oppressed he instructs them
in his Word to pray, as set forth in Psalm 119:
133, 134, 121, to wit: “Order my steps in thy
word; and let not any iniquity have dominion
over me. Deliver me from the oppression of
man; so will T keep thy precepts. I have done
judgment and justice; leave me not to mine op-
pressors.” .
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The promise of Jehovah God is that in due
time he will hear the eries of the oppressed and
fully and completely relieve them from their
dzstlesses In Psalm 72:4 the Lord gives this
precious promise: “He shall judge the poor of
the people, he shall save the children of the
needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.”

When and how will Jehovah God break the
power of the oppressor and grant relief to the
people? The Bible answers that this e will do
by Christ his King, that he will break the op-
pressor in the great battle of Armageddon just
ahead, and that then the blessings will flow out
to the peeple who obey the righteous laws. Je-
hovah has permitted the Devil to go his limit in
wickedness because of his defiance and challenge
to the Almighty God. But the end of his way
has come, and when his power is destroyed all
will see that Satan is a {raud and a snare and
that Jehovah is the true and loving Friend of

mankind from whom all blessings flow.

Satan has laid hold upon the selfish men of the
earth, who are more astute and powerful than
other men, for his instruments for oppression.
A few of these have grown very rich by means
of fraudulent praectices against those who pro-
duce the wealth. When Satan’s power is de-
stroyed, no longer can such men act as agents
or 1eplesentat1ves of Satan and no longer will
they be permitted to oppress anyone. Christ
Jesus has now come and taken his power and
begun his reign. He has cast Satan out of heav-
en and now Satan’s power to oppress the people
will soon and for ever end.
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The facts well known show that since 1914
great corporations have inereased their power
many fold and in that proportion the people
have suffered oppression. The men who bestow
the lahor to produce the wealth of the land re-
ceive little of it. They grow poor, while schem-
ing and selfish men grow exceedingly rich.
These poor ones suffer under the oppression
and they ery unto God, and their crieg are now
heard and God will shortly act; therefore it is
written, in James 5:1-4: “Go to now, ye rich
men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and
your garments are moth-caten. Your gold and
silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall
be a witness agamst you, and shall eat your
flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure
together for the last days. Behold, the hire of
the labourers who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud, erieth; and
the eries of them which have xeaped are entered
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.” Here the
Lord God is referred to as the God of battle,
because in the great battle of Armageddon he
will completely wreck the oppressor and all of
his organization and bring everlasting relief to
suffering humanity.

This great relief Jehovah will accomplish
-shortly, when the power of Christ Jesus will de-
stroy the wicked oppressor and all wickedness
and lift the people out of despair. Not only will
his kingdom destroy the oppressor, but Christ
will rule in richteousness and the poor will have
an equal show with those who have heretofore
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enjoyed plenty. One of the names Jehovah has
given Christ Jesus is that of “Shiloh”, which
means the Peaceful One. He is the great Prince
of Peace, and in righteousness shall he rule. In
the prophecy written at Genesis 49:10 concern-
ing this great and righteous King it is said:
“Unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”
With gladness and joy will the people seek his
kingdom. Concerning that time and the bless-
ings that will come to mankind God’s prophet
wrote (Psalm 103:6): “The Lord executeth
righteousness and judgment for all that are op-
pressed.” The oppressed millions of earth have
longed for the coming of the day of relief. The
apostle knew, of course, that such relief and
blessings can come only through God’s kingdom
and that those who will thus rule in righteous-
ness are the sons of God. Therefore he wrote,
in Romans 8:22,19: “For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now. For the earnest expectation
of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God.”

In the Secriptures the cruel and oppressive
corporations and ruling powers are deseribed
under the symbol of a beast, while the Dewvil
himself is pietured under the symbol of a lion,
the king of the beasts. Concerning the kingdom
of the Lord and the happiness that will then be
the portion of the people it is written (Isaiah
39:9): ‘No lion shall be there, nor any raven-
ous beast shall be found there.’ This means that
Satan and his oppressive agents are gone for
ever. Then the people will have a plain and un-
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hindered way to travel in righteousness and re-
turn fully to the Lord and be restored. Then
every man shall have his own house and sit
under his own vine and fig tree and shall not
be afraid that someone will take this away {rom
him. He may see his children grow up in happi-
ness and prosperity and know that never again
shall the oppressive hand be laid upon them.
In this day of oppression the idle rich revel
in what they have not produced, while millions
suffer for want. God’s kingdom will entirely
change these conditions, because it is written in
his Word, in Isaiah, chapter twenty-five, that in
his kingdom the Lord shall provide plenty and
shall spread a feast for the benefit of all man-
kind ; he will remove blindness from their eyes,
and give them a full knowledge of that which is
right and bring them what every honest heart
desires. Some of the good resulting to the peo-
ple is deseribed in these words (Isaiah 25:8,9) :
“He will swallow up death in victory; and the
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take
away from off all the earth; for the Lord hath
spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, and he
will save us ; this is the Lord ; we have waited for
him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
Jehovah's witnesses are now coming to you
with the plain explanation of the Bible proph-
ecies, that you may learn for yourself that Je-
hovah is the great God of righteousness and

truth and your real Friend. The books that they

bring to your attention show you where to find
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these great truths in the Bible, that you may
prove to yourself how relief is coming. Gain
this knowledge and take courage and know not
only that Jehovah God has promised relief, but
that relief is near at hand.

i

Keys of Heaven

HRIST JESUS, the mighty Son of God,
had twelve apostles, among whom was
Peter. F'rom the divine record appearing

at Matthew 16: 19 the words of Jesus addressed
to Peter are as follows: “I will give unto thee
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Millions of
persons now on earth have in all good conscience
been led to believe that these words of Jesus
prove that Peter was the first pope and was
given supreme authority over the church and
that the bishops of Rome have been his succes-
sors in office and therefore have supreme au-
thority over the Christians of the earth. The
Seriptures do not at all support such a conclu-
sion. Surely all good people want to have the
truth, and by the Word of God alone can we
obtain the truth.

The supreme and absolute authority over the
church resides in Jehovah God; as it is written
in 1 Timothy 3:15: “The church of the living
God.” God made Christ Jesus the Head over his
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church, which is the body of Christ; as it is writ-
ten, in Co]ossmns 1:18: ‘Christ is the Head of
the body which is the church. At Ephesians
5:23 it is written: “Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body.”
These seriptures conclusively prove that the
supreme authority is in Jehovah God and that
he has made Christ Jesus the Chief One or Head
of his church. “The church” means the class that
is separate and distinet from the world. This
proves that the conclusion announced that Peter
was given supreme authority over the church
is entirely wrong, and also conclusively proves
that no man has ever succeeded Peter as the
chief one in authority over the church. What,
then, did Jesus mean when he said to Peter:
“I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven”?

In the Seriptures the word keys is used sym-
bolically to represent the privilege of unlocking
hidden truths and receiving an understanding
thereof. On another occasion Jesus used the
identical word key to show its meaning. The
Pharisees and doctors of the law constituted the
clergy and leaders of the Israelites. It was in-
cumbent upon them, and therefore their priv-
ilege and duty, to expound God’s law to the peo-
ple. They were unfaithful to God, fell into
ignorance themselves concerning the kingdom,
and took away from the people the opportunity
to understand God’s purposes. For this reason
Jesus said to them, as the record at Luke 11:52
reads: ‘You have taken away the key of knowl-
edge. You entered not the kingdom yourselves,
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and you have hindered others from entering.’
The favor which these clergymen might have
had Jesus conferred upon Peter, giving to him
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, which Jesus
told Peter he should have and which clearly
meant that Peter in due time should be given
understanding of the kingdom of heaven. Other
scriptures fully corroborate this coneclusion.
The kingdom of heaven was a mystery hidden
from the understanding of men for many cen-
turies. The proof of this is found in the Bible,
at Colossians 1:26, 27, which says: “The mystery
of the kingdom of heaven which was hidden for
ages and generations, but now is made known
to his saints.” Primarily the kingdom of heaven
means the royal house of heaven, and eonsists
of Christ Jesus and the 144,000 members of his
body. For more than four thousand years this
great truth was a hidden mystery, and the dis-
ciples of Jesus did not begin to understand it
until after his ascension into heaven and until
the coming of the holy spirit at Pentecost. When
Jesus was with his disciples on earth he spoke
to them in parables and dark sayings. These
words appear in Matthew, chapter thirteen:
“Without a parable spake he not unto them, in
order that the prophecy might be fulfilled, say-
ing, T will utter things which have been kept
secret from the foundation of the world.” It
was God’s purpose to have this mystery re-
vealed some time, and therefore Jesus told
Peter that he had been selected as the one who
would have the privilege of first knowing the
mystery concerning the development of the
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kingdom of heaven. Jesus gave to Peter these
lxey s, which means the puvﬂeﬂ'e to unlock these
truths for himself and for his brethren in Christ.

Note that the word keys is in the plural and
shows more than one. The facts which subse-
quently appear in the Bible show that there
were two keys, and that they were, to wit, (1)
the first key showmg God’s purpose to take ont
from the Jews some of the church or kingdom
of heaven company; and (2) the key disclosing
God’s purpose to take out from the Gentiles
or non-Jews a part of those which shall com-
pose the kingdom of heaven eclass.

When these keys or privileges were given to
Peter and he used them there could be no such
thing as a successor to him. There is no Serip-
tural proof that Peter ever had a successor in
this. The privilege was granted to him exelu-
sively. He performed the privilege and duty of
unlocking these mysteries, which he did by the
grace of God. Now please note from the Serip-
tures how he did this.

Peter and the other disciples thought that
Christ Jesus was going to set up the merdmn
with the Jews while he was on earth, and this
1s proven by their words spoken to him on the
very day of his ascension into heaven. They

said, as appears in Aets 1:6: “Lord, wilt thou
at this time restore again the kingdom to Is-
rael?” The answer of Jesus to that question was
that the disciples should wait at Jerusalem un-
til they had received the holy spirit and then
they would know about the kingdom. Ten days
later was Pentecost, and it was then at Jeru-
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salem when Peter received the first of these
keys. It was there revealed to him by the holy
spirit for the first time what is the mystery of
the kingdom of heaven. The second chapter of
Acts of the Apostles tells of Peter’s standing
up and speaking to his brethren and telling
them the meaning of the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ and the beginning of the king-
dom. Peter then, under the inspiration of the
holy spirit of God, told the people that Jesus
Christ was the approved one of God and the
great Messiah or King for whom they had
looked, that the Jews had put him to death and
that God had raised him up out of death and
had anointed him and appointed him to be
King. Then Peter added these words: “There-
fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly
that God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ,
the anointed King.” It was then and there that
Peter used the first key committed to him by
Jesus Christ to unlock to the Jews the mystery
of the kingdom of heaven. He told them that
God would send Jesus Christ again, whom the
heavens must retain until the time of the setting
up of the kingdom and the restoration of all
things, and about which all the holy prophets
had written.

For three and one-half yedrs thereafter the
apostles preached the gospel of God’s kingdom
to the Jews exelusively. Then the Lord handed
to Peter the other key by which he unlocked the
mystery of the kingdom to the non-Jews or
Gentiles. Peter was then at Joppa. The Lord
caused to be revealed to him in a vision that
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the gospel must be taken to the Gentiles. At the
same time Cornelius, a Gentile, had been pray-
ing to God. The record at Acts 10:4, 5 is that
the Lord by his angel said to Cornelius: ‘Thy
prayers and alms are come up as a memorial
before God, and now send men to Joppa and
call for Peter” Then Peter went to Cornelius,
and Cornelius told him of a vision that he had
received by the angel of the Lord. Note now at
Acts 10: 34, 35 the words of the apostle: “Then
Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth
I perceive that God is no respecter of persons;
but in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is aceepted with him.”

Later Peter in conference with the other dis-
ciples told them that God had visited the Gen-
tiles, given them the gospel for the purpose of
taking out a people for his name, and that these
together with the Jews would constitute the
kingdom of God under Christ. Thus was made
clear by the second key, which Peter received
from Christ Jesus, the mystery of the kingdom
concerning the Gentiles.

There can be no such thing as a sucecessor to
Peter in this, because he had finished and com-
pletely used those keys by unlocking and mak-
ing known God’s purposes to take out the king-
dom of heaven class from both Jews and Gen-
tiles. For the purpose of confusing many and
for the purpose of turning the people away from
Jehovah, and to induce them to give their de-
votion to some creature, Satan by fraud and
deception has indueced many good persons to
believe that Peter has had successors and that
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to the successor in office has been granted su-
preme aunthority in the church. This is plain
blasphemy and is another proof of the means
which Satan employs to use “organized Chris-
tianity” to deceive and mislead the people.

At the time of speaking to Peter about the
keys of the kingdom of heaven Jesus also said:
“Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Men
have wrongfully claimed that this constituted
authority gave to other men in the church the
power to forgive sins. Such claim is entirely
wrong. What Jesus meant, as plainly appears
from the Scriptures, was that the acts of Peter
in unlocking these mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven hoth to the Jews and to the Gentiles
would be fully confirmed by the Lord.

No man has ever been granted the power to
forgive sins. On the contrary, it is plainly writ-
ten in 1 John, chapter one, that God through
Christ Jesus forgives sins and there is no other
means provided. In fact, Peter himself stated
there is no other name given under heaven aside
from Christ Jesus whereby we may be forgiven
and saved. The Word of God has been misrep-
resented to the people, and men have commer-
cialized and wronglully used it to take from the
people their hard-earned money. Worst of all,
the honor and worship due to Jehovah has been
given to men, contrary to the rules stated in
Psalm 29: 2: “Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto his name; worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness.” Jehovah’s witnesses now bring to
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yvou Bible helps which will enable you to prove
to yourselves what is the truth concerning the
kingdom of heaven. When you know these truths
you will give glory to God, to whom glory prop-
erly belongs.

The true representatives of Christ on earth
have never been popular, for the reason that
Satan the Devil has opposed and persecuted
them hecause of their faithfulness to the truth.
Satan is the god of this world, and Jesus de-
clared that his own true followers would be
hated by the rulers of the world. Peter was a
faithful follower of Christ Jesus and he was
persecuted and suffered a martyr’s death be-
cause of his faithfulness. Would it not seem
strange if Peter would have a suceessor who
would be popular with the nations of the world
and who would himself form a part of the
world? The high official in the organization
called the papal church, and who claims to be
the successor of Peter, is highly esteemed
amongst men and nations. I have no quarrel
with him or any other high officials who always
seek to justily their course, but the people must
know the truth, that they may do the will of
God. One who 1s highly esteemed and honored
in this world is not pleasing to Jehovah, and no
one could be a faithful follower of Peter unless
he is pleasing to Jehovah. Concerning those
who are highly esteemed in this world Jesus
said (Luke 16:15): “Ye are they which justify
vourselves before men; but God knoweth your
hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God.” The
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Seriptures declare that God sets the members
in the body according to his pleasure. No one
has a successor in the body of Christ. Peter is
one of the pillars in the Lord’s organization.
Peter finished the work with the keys that were
delivered to him. He could not and did not have
a suecessor in office, because to no one else aside
from Peter were the keys given. Keep in mind
that it is the truth that sanctifies, as is writ-
ten in Romans 3:4: ‘Let God be true, though
every man he false.” Let honor be conferred
upon Jehovah, to whom all honor is justly due.

PR

The Rock

JEHOVAH’S chief representative is Christ

Jesus, who always speaks with authority be-

cause he speaks in full harmony with Jeho-
vah’s will. The divine record, at Matthew 16: 18,
discloses that Jesus said to his disciples: “Upon
this rock T will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail againstit.” These words
of Jesus have been frightfully misconstrued and
misapplied by men who claim to be teachers of
the Bible. This text has for centuries been the
basis for the claim that the Apostle Peter was
made the chief one in the church and that the
popes of Rome in their order have been the sue-
cessors of Peter and upon this chief one the
church of God is built. From the book of the
late Cardinal Gibbons I quote these words, to
wit: “Here we find Peter confessing the divinity
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of Christ and in reward for that confession he
is honored with the promise of primacy.” If

the Secriptures show that this econclusion is

wrong, then all should accept the Bible, and not

the words of men. Only the truth sanctifies, as

fJ esus stated, and only the truth can make one
ree.

It is at once manifest that the word rock was
used by Jesus symbolically. He was not talking
about building a structure on a literal rock, but
he was talking about erecting the church upon
the great Rock. It is necessary to determine
what is the church, then what is the meaning
of the word “rock” as symbolically used in the
Bible. The church means a class of creatures
that Jehovah God selects for himself and anoints
to carry out his purpose. Jesus Christ is the
Chief One and Head of the church. The class
taken out from amongst men is God’s ehurch,
and itis written, at 1 Timothy 3:15: “The church
of the living God”; proving that the church be-
longs to Jehovah. That Jesus Christ, Jehovah’s
Chief Officer, is the Head or Chief One of the
church is proven by the words written at Ephe-
sians 5:23, to wit: ‘Christ is the Head of the.
church which is his body.’ These secriptures
prove that the church belongs to Jehovah and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief One in that church
and the builder under Jehovah’s direction.

The Seriptures-refer to Jehovah God as the
great Rock because he is the eternal foundation
that ean never be moved. In Deuteronomy 32:
3,4 1t 1s written : ‘T will publish the name of Jeho-
vah God; he is the Rock ; his work is perfect.” At
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the fifteenth verse of the same chapter Jehovah
is referred to as ‘the Rock of salvation’. At
1 Samuel 2: 2 it is written: “There is none holy
as the Lord: for there is none beside thee:
neither is there any rock like our God.” At
Psalm 18:2 it is written: ‘Jehovah is my rock
and the power of my salvation” At Psalm
62:1,2 it is written: “Truly my soul waiteth
upon God: from him cometh my salvation. He
only is my rock and my salvation; he is my de-
fence: I shall not be greatly moved.” The Serip-
tures refer to Jesus Christ as the chief Rock or
corner stone of Jehovah God’s organization be-
cause he is the express image of Jehovah and
the chief anointed One used by Jehovah to earry
forward his purposes. At lsaiah 28:16 it is
written concerning Christ Jesus the Head of the
church: “Therefore thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, T lay in Zion for a foundation a stone,
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation; he that believeth shall not make
haste.”

It 1s quite elear that Peter himself understood
that Jesus Christ did not mean that he would
build the church on Peter and make Peter the
chief one therein, because Peter, in his first
epistle, referred to Christ Jesus, saying that
Christ Jesus is the Chief Cornmer Stone and
Head of the church and that the other members
are living stones built up into the spiritual house
of God.

The circumstances under which Jesus uttered
the words were these: He was teaching his dis-
ciples and testing them as to their knowledge
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of and concerning himself, and henece he pro-
pounded to all of them the question: “Whom say
ve that T am?%” The others remained mute, and
Peter answered: “Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” Jesus replied: ‘Flesh and
blood did not reveal that fact to you, Peter, but
my Father which is in heaven. Thou art Peter;
that is your name.” The word from which the
name Peter is derived means a piece of rock,
while the word “rock” upon which Jesus said
he would build his church means a mountain
or mass of rock. Then Jesus, referring to him-
self, and not at all to Peter, used these words
“Upon this rock I will bulld my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In
brief, what Jesus there said was this: ‘Jehovah
God, the great Rock, has appointed and anointed
me the chief One in his kingdom. “Christ” means
God’s anointed One, and I, Christ, am therefore
the rock which Jehovah has appointed as the
Head of his kingdom and upon which I will
build my church which is my body. My church
shall share with me in my kingdom, and all the
power of hell and destruction shall not prevail
against it.” Compare this with what other scrip-
tures say. At 1 Corinthians 10:4 it 1s written
that God’s chosen people drink of the rock which
Moses foreshadowed and which rock is Christ.
At Colossians 1:18 it is written: ‘Christ is the
Head over his church which is his body.” Christ
and the church constitute the kingdom which
belongs to Jehovah God.

Jehovah is from everlasting to eveﬂ‘lstmg,
and his power is without limitation; hence he
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is referred to as the great Rock. Christ Jesus,
being the Chief One in God’s organization, is a
great Rock. “Rock,” therefore, symbolically
stands for Jehovah’s universal organization as
well as for Jehovah himself. In the second chap-
ter of Daniel’s prophecy it is stated that a stone
was eut out of the mountain or mass of rock
without hands and that it smote the image,
which pictures Satan’s organization, and ground
that wicked organization to pieces and became
a great mountain filling the whole earth. That
was a prophecy. Without doubt the mountain
out of which the stone is eut without hands is
Jehovah God’s universal organization, while the
stone'ent out represents God’s anointed King
Christ and which becomes the capital or chief
part of God’s great organization. The kingdom
under Christ is an organization of itself, taken
out from God’s universal organization, and
Christ’s kingdom becomes mighty and rules the
whole world. This is a eryptic or symbolic way
of describing the kingdom of Christ; therefore
Daniel prophesied in chapter 2, verse 44: ‘The
God of heaven shall set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed; the kingdom shall not
be left to others, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all others and shall stand for ever.’
The purpose of Jesus in teaching his disciples
was to lay a foundation for their faith, to pre-
pare them as teachers of others. He said to
them, as appears at Luke 22: 29, 30: ‘I covenant
with you for a kingdom as my Father has cove-
nanted with me, that ye may sit in my kingdom
ruling the nations.” His disciples heard his
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words, but they did not appreciate what the
meaning thereof was until Pentecost, when they
lecelved the holy spirit. When Jesus spoke the
words it was a day of examination, and he pro-
pounded the question to all of these diseiples.
The spirit of the Lord God directed Peter to
reply: “Thou art the Christ.” Christ Jesus re-
plied: ‘I am that roek, and upon that rock I will
build my chureh, which is my body, and a part
of my kingdom; and ro power can prevail
against it.’” There is not the slightest evidence
that Jesus told Peter that he would build the
church upon Peter; but he did say that God’s
anointed One would build up the church on him-
self. Peter so understood the words of the Lord
Jesus after he received the holy spirit, because
he wrote, in 1 Peter 2: 5, addressing his fellow
Christians: ‘Ye are living stones, built up a
spiritnal house and made acceptable to God b
Jesus Christ.” The other apostles so understood,
because it is written, in Ephesians, chapter two:
‘Jesus Christ himself is the chief corner Stone,
in whom all the building is fitly framed together,
growing up unto the holy temple of the Lord’
Thus it appears that Jehovah is the supreme
Rock or mountain eternal; Christ Jesus is a
great Rock, which is made the Head of Jeho-
vah’s organization; and the true members, or
lesser stones, form the body of Christ, and
therefore form a part of Jehovah’s organization.

It clearly appears that Satan worked this
scheme to make it appear that Peter was given
supremacy or supreme authority over the
chureh, his purpose being to turn the attention
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and worship of men to ereatures and away from
the great Creator. That unholy scheme has been
worked to its limit by the enemy Satan. Millions
of professed Christians have been caused to
give their allegiance and devotion to men rather
than to God, and few have really known any-
thing about God and his great King Christ Je-
sus. Now the time is come to know, and Jeho-
vah sends forth those who love him and says
to them: ‘Ye are my witnesses to tell the people
that I am God.” In obedience to his command-
ment men and women are coming to your doors
with an explanation of the Seriptures to enable
you to see and to learn about the great Jehovah
and his kingdom. God has reserved this time of
teaching the people until now, because now his
kingdom 1s at hand. He is havmg notice served
upon his enemies and upon all “Christendom®
of his purpose to destroy Satan’s organization,
and at the same time having information brought
to the people that they may learn of Jehovah
and who he is, take their stand on his side, and
be spared in the great conflict that is just ahead.

Jesus said the gates of hell shall not prevail
against his organization or kingdom, and they
shall not. The kingdom of God under Christ shall
fill the entire world and rule it in righteousness.
That kingdom of God is the hope of the world,
and the only hope. No organization of men could
ever bring about relief. God's kingdom will
bring the heart’s sincere desire of every one
who loves righteousness.

What is meant by the “gates of hell”’? The
word “hell” means the condition of death, the
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tomb or the grave, while the gates refer to the
way of entering into death and the grave. The
death penalty was inflicted upon Adam because
of sin, and by inheritance all mankind have heen
born in sin; and thus the “gates of hell” have
stood open to all men. God has made Jesus to be
the Redeemer and Deliverer of mankind from
death and the grave. Jesus gave his life that
those who believe on and obey him shall not
perish, but live. In Psalm 16 itis written that Je-
sus died and went to hell, but he did not remain
there. Christ Jesus is the Head and foundation
of the echurech ; and hell therefore did not prevail
against him, because God raised him up out of
death. (Acts 10:40) Jesus then said, as appears
at Revelation 1:18: “I am he that liveth, and
was dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”
Jesus Christ gained the complete victory over
death and hell. Having the keys, as he stated,
means that to him, Christ Jesus, has been com-
mitted the power to release mankind from death
and the grave. Concerning his faithful follow-
ers Jesus says, at Revelation 20: 6: ‘Blessed and
holy are they; for over such the second death
shall have no power.” This is proof conclusive
that hell shall never prevail against Christ and
the members of his body which is the church.
These at their resurrection are made immortal;
which means they will never more be in danger
of death.

Furthermore, it is written concerning Jesus
and those who shall be partakers of the first
resurrection and kingdom that he shall destroy
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the enemy death and the grave and give immor-
tality to the members of his body. At 1 Corin-
thians 15: 25, 26, and 54, it is written: “For he
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under
his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death. So when this corruptible . . . shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.”

What a subtle trick the enemy Satan has
worked upon the people in making them believe
that any man holds primary place in the chureh.
This trick has turned men away from God and
to the worship of creatures. The truth is that
God is the great Rock, Christ Jesus the chief
Rock or foundation of the church which is his
body, and those who are faithful followers of
Christ Jesus unto death shall constitute the
church against which death shall never prevail,
but which will stand forever and will be to the
eternal vindication of Jehovah God.

Location of the Kingdom

of God than about any other doctrine. Je-
sus was sent to the earth by Jehovah to
make known God’s kingdom. Immediately fol-
lowing his temptation in the wilderness Jesus
began his earthly ministry by preaching the
message, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

! l ‘HE BIBLE says more about the kingdom
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God’s kingdom is called “the kingdom of heav-
en” becanse the authority thereof proceeds from
heaven. It is called “the kingdom of God” be-
cause God is the King Eternal and he is the
Author of the kingdom. It is called “the king-
dom of Christ” because the Head thereof is
God’s anointed Son Christ Jesus. For many
centuries men have asked the question: “Where
is the kingdom located?” The improper, and
therefore the unseriptural, answer to that ques-
tion has caused much confusion and doubt
amongst men.

The creeds of “organized Christianity”, so
called, answer the question substantially in
these words, to wit: That when a man becomes
a Christian, the kingdom of God is set up in
that man’s heart; and when the whole world is
converted and the kingdom is set up in the
hearts of all men, then it ean be said that the
kingdom has fully come. Their conclusion is
based upon the authority of the words of Jesus,
who said, as appears in the Authorized Version
of the Bible, to wit, “The kingdom of God is
within you.” Here the words of Jesus are im-
properly quoted; and these words, thus mis-
quoted, have furnished the excuse for the clergy
to say that the kingdom is within the hearts of
men and therefore “organized Christianity”
must convert the world. To arrive at the proper
answer to the question the setting of the text
must be determined. At Luke, chapter seven-
teen, the Bible record shows that the Pharisees
came to Jesus and demanded of him to know
when the kingdom of God should come. Jesus
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answered them saying: ‘The kingdom of God
cometh not by an outward show, neither shall
they say, It is here or there, for behold, the
kingdom of God is within you.

It is apparent that the words of Jesus, as
ahove stated, are inconsistent with the answer
given by “organized Christianity” to the ques-
tion as to the location of the kingdom. The
Pharisees were the enemies of Jesus and of
God, and surely Jesus could not have meant to
tell those men that the kingdom of God was
within their hearts and in the hearts of other
men who were likewise enemies of God. These
same Pharisees or clergymen attempted to kill
Jesus, and Jesus had told them that they were
the children of the Devil. (John 8:40-44) They
being the Devil’s children and his instruments,
Jesus could not have told them that the king-
dom of heaven was within them. What, then, is
meant by the words used by Jesus, “The king-
dom of God is within you”? The marginal read-
ing of this text in the Authorized Version says:
“The kingdom of God is among you.” The
Emphatic Diaglott renders the text with these
words: “God’s royal majesty is among you.”
An entirely different meaning attaches to the
text when it is properly rendered. The facts
are these:

God purposed from the beginning of the
world to set up a kingdom to his own honor and
glory. He appointed and anointed Christ Jesus
as the one to be the King or royal One. In God’s
- due time this anointed and mighty One must
take charge of the world affairs. From the very
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day Jesus was anointed, however, it is properly
said that he was the 1{111,?, or royal One ernititled
to rule the world. The Pharisees knew that he
was teaching concerning the kingdom and say-
ing that ‘the kingdom of heaven is at hand’, and
they therefore, ﬂlllﬂxlllﬂ’ to entrap Jesus, came
to him and demanded that he tell them when the
kingdom should come. The answer of Jesus, as
disclosed by his language appearing in the
Diaglott translation, was that the kingdom
would not come with an outward show, “with
bands of music and a great exhibition of gold
lace and much shouting of people, but that the
royal One is now here “among you”, meaning
that he himself was then the King and he stood
in their presence. The Pharisees so understood
Jesus, because they afterwards charged him
with the erime of sedition, and their testimony
against him before Pilate was that Jesus
claimed to be Christ the King. (Luke 23:2)
The fact that they persecuted Jesus and caused
him to be put to death is corroborative proof
that they were the children of the Devil, and the
will of the Devil they were doing, even as Jesus
told them. They were acting deliberately against
him in their attempt to do him injury.

Shortly thereafter Jesus was put to death and
God raised him up out of death and exalted him
to the highest place in heaven. From that time
forward his faithful followers looked forward
to the coming again of the Lord and to his king-
dom, because Jesus had promised that he would
come again and set up the kingdom. Knowing
this, the Devil immediately got busy to becloud
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the minds of men and thereby. induce them to
believe that the kingdom would not come at all
as they anticipated. He induced the leaders of
“organized Christianity” to teach the people
that the kingdom of God is set up in the hearts
of men, and in support of this false claim caused
such teachers to misuse and misapply the words
of Jesus himself. It has been an easy matter,
therefore, for them to induce the people to be-
lieve that Jesus meant ‘the kingdom of God is
within your hearts’.

“The kingdom of God” means that righteous
government which shall rule the whole world
in righteousness and bring honor and glory to
the name of the great Jehovah God and ever-
lasting blessings to the people. Christ Jesus is
God’s anointed one, as the Head of that king-
dom, and concerning him it is written, in Isaiah,
chapter nine : “The government shall be upon his
shoulder; and of the peace of his government
and righteous rule there shall be no end; and
he shall be the one who will dispense everlast-
ing life to the people.” This great and heart-
cheering truth is the very thing that Satan tries
to keep hidden from the people, because Satan
knows that the kingdom of heaven is the only
hope for the world. :

John the Baptist was the forerunner and an-
nouncer of the kingdom. At Luke, the sixteenth
chapter, it is written: “The law and the prophets
were until John ; since that time the kingdom of
God is preached.” The prophets foretold the
coming of the King, and John the last of the
prophets announced that the King had come.
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John the Baptist was a type of the true follow-
ers of Christ Jesus, and the work he did finds
a duplication at the end of the world, where we
now are. F'rom the time of Pentecost until about
A.D. 1874 the true followers of Christ preached
the coming of the kingdom. About that time
and until 1914 the Lord did a special work of
restoring to the true Christians the meaning of
many scriptures that had been hid and obseured
by reason of the false teachings of men. In 1914
Jehovah God placed his beloved Son upon his
royal throne of authority, and there he hegan
to exercise his kingly power. The outward evi-
dence of that fact was the fulfilment of proph-
ecy uttered by Jesus himself, that the beginning
of his kingdom would be marked by the World
War, followed by famines, pestilence, and dis-
tress amongst the nations. Such outward evi-
dence showing the beginning of the kingdom was
good news or gospel to his true followers, and
therefore the Lord gave commandment, at Mat-
thew 24: 14, saying: “This gospel of the king-
dom shall he preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.”

In obedience to this commandment the true
followers of Christ Jesus are now going to the
people with the message of the kingdom of God,
informing the people of the truth, to enable the
people to prepare to receive the ngdom They
are coming to your homes with the message in
book form. As John the Baptist announced the
King at his first coming, so Jehovah’s witnesses,
who are coming to your houses and whom John
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foreshadowed, announce that the Royal One
has begun his reign. The enemy of the truth
would have the people believe that this preach-
ing of the gospel of the kingdom is propaganda,
and they so make this untrue charge. The wit-
nesses of Jehovah are not trying to induce any-
one to join some organization, but are merely
telling the people the truth of and concerning
the Lord’s kingdom in obedience to his com-
mandment ; therefore they could not be engaged
in propaganda.

The counterparts of the Pharisees or Jewish
elergy are found in the leaders of “organized
Christianity” at this present day. Like the
Pharisees, these modern leaders scoff at the
proof concerning the kingdom and still try to
keep the people in the dark. These opposers of
the truth, thinking to confuse God’s witnesses,
now demand to know where is the proof of the
kingdom and where will the kingdom be, and
the answer is properly given by Jehovah’s wit-
nesses now from the Bible, “T'he kingdom of
heaven is among you.” This answer is true, be-
cause the King Christ Jesus is upon his throne
and has begun to exercise his royal power. Al-
ready he has cast Satan out of heaven and down
to the earth, and his next great aet will be the
destruction of Satan’s entire wicked organiza-
tion. Satan is now hurriedly gathering his
forces for Armageddon, and in preparing for
this he is attempting to cause greater darkness
upon the mind or understanding of the people.
Therefore the propheey of Isaiah applies to this
very day wherein, the prophet said, ‘darkness
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covers the earth, and gross darkness is upon
the people.” By the mouth of that same prophet
Jehovah God gave commandment that his faith-
ful witnesses must go forth and tell the people
the truth ; and to them he says: ‘Arise now, and
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of
God 1s risen upon you; go therefore, and tell
the people that they may know that Jehovah is
God and Christ is King, and that the kingdom
is now here.’

Some would censure the message of truth, be-
cause it appears to be a criticism of “organized
Christianity” and its leaders. These therefore
attempt to prevent the preaching of the truth at
this time. There is no disposition on the part
of God’s witnesses to merely criticize others, be-
cause that would accomplish no good. It is their
duty, however, to tell the truth ; as Jesus pointed
it out to the Pharisees who were the clergy of
that day and who were the instruments of Sa-
tan, even so now it is the expressed will of God
that his witnesses point out the truth to the peo-
ple, even though it exposes others to ridicule
and criticism.

The kingdom of God is the only hope of the
world ; and God will now have the proclamation
made of and concerning his kingdom that the
people may know who is their real friend. He
therefore gives ecommandment to his faithful
witnesses, as stated by his Prophet Isaiah, at
the sixty-second chapter, to go and prepare ‘the
way of the people by gathering out the stum-
bling-stones or false doetrines which have
caused them to be held in darkness. He com-
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mands his witnesses to lift up Jehovah’s stand-
ard for the people that they may know which
is the right way to go. It is the kingdom of God
under Christ that will lift the burden from the
people and bring to them complete relief. For
this reason those who love God and their fellow
man are anxious to tell this good news to others.
This they do by preparing and bringing to you
books which explain the Seriptures and enable
you to find in your Bible the truth of and con-
cerning God’s kingdom and the everlasting
blessings it will bring to suffering humanity.
Truly, then, today the kingdom of heaven is
among you. The invisible King Christ is pres-
ent, and his representatives are in your midst,
advertising the King and his kingdom in order
that the people may understand and prepare to
receive (God’s blessings, and in order that the
name of Jehovah God may be for ever vindi-
" cated.

s
—

The Sabbath

OS Jehovah God command that the peo-
ple living in so-called ‘Christian’ lands
must observe Sunday by refraining from

work and by attending some church meeting?
Men of good conscience hold different views upon
this matter, and their views differ because of
lack of understanding. The proper understand-
ing of the Bible gives the correct answer to the
question ; but before considering the Bible an-
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swer we do well to give consideration to some
extreme views expressed by men and which have
had great influence on others,

Religious teachers amongst men, and who
claim to believe the Bible, insist that men should
be compelled to refrain from secular work or
harmless pleasure on Sunday and that they
should attend some church meeting. Other re-
ligious teachers, who are even more extreme,
say that it is a violation of God’s law to fail to
keep ‘the sabbath day. I quote the words of one
of these religious teachers, who says: “We have
got to be careful how we take the hours of the
sabbath day for secular work, for God will
surely bring us to judgment concerning the mat-
ter. Church attendance on the sabbath day is
a definite obligation to God.” In support of their
views these men of good conscience cite the pro-
visions of the law which God gave to the Israel-
ites, which law appears in the Bible and which
I quote from Exodus, the thirty-first chapter, to
wit: “Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore, for
it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it
shall surely be put to death: for whosoever
doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut
off from among his people. Six days may work
be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of
rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any
work in the sabbath day, he shall’surely he put
to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall
keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual
covenant. It is a sign between me and the chil-
dren of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord
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made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
he rested, and was refreshed.”—Vss. 14-17.

The agnostic and infidel, who know not Je-
hovah God, but who ridicule him and reproach
his name, give another erroneous answer to the
question. They quote the answer of the clergy-
men, and then the scriptures just ecited, and
their answer is, to wit: “In the face of these
texts there are some who claim to love this
bloody and barbarous God of the Jews.” They
claim that the law of God which punished the
Jews with death for deliberately breaking the
sabbath is unreasonable and cruel.

We must assume that both the religious teach-
ers and the agnostic and infidel honesty express
their views, and then we ask, Why are their
answers so different? The reason is given in the
Bible, to wit, that Satan the Devil, by the exer-
cise of fraud and deception, has blinded men
to the truth, his purpose being to turn men away
from God. It is not important as to the manner
of doing this, but Satan is bent upon turning
men away from God regardless of the means.
He induces the religious teacher to say that the
only way man can escape the penalty for the
violating of the sabbath law is by attending
some man-made organization ealled a “church”.
This extreme and erroneous view expressed by
the religious teachers produces agnostics and
infidels and causes them to ridicule God and
turn away from him. In answer to the religion-
ists’ view that men should attend church these
agnostics and infidels often quote from the Bi-
ble the words found at Job 15: 2, to wit: “Why
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should T listen to a self-conceited wise man utter
vain knowledge and fill his belly with the east
wind? By reason of these extreme and econ-
flicting views many good people are left in doubt
as to what is the right thing to do.

God’s law given to the Jews, and which I have
just quoted, does not refer to the Sunday ob-
servance by the nations of “Christendom”. The
Jewish sabbath day was the seventh day of the
week, and not the first. Therefore, if the law
required the attendance of church on the sab-
bath day that law could not be obeyed by going
to some church on Sunday, the first day of the
week. But the religious teachers are not prop-
erly applying or interpreting the law of God
relative to the sabbath day. That law never had
any application whatsoever to anyone except
the Jewish people. It is written in the Bible, at
Galatians, chapter three, and Colossians, chap-
ter two, that Christ Jesus fulfilled the law and
put an end thereto so far as to observing the
typical part thereof. He fulfilled the type.
Therefore in addressing Christians and refer-
ring to the Jewish sabbath the inspired apostle
wrote, at Colossians 2:16, 17 : “Let no man there-
fore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in re-
spect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of
the sabbath days; which are a shadow of things
to come.” With the Christian all days are just
the same and what is wrong to be done on one
day it is wrong to do on any other day. If an
act done on Wednesday is right, it is also right
to do the same act on Sunday or Saturday or
any other day.
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When the primary purpose of Jehovah is un-
derstood the proper answer to the question, as
set forth in the Bible, ean be readily understood.
The Jews were the covenant people of God, hav-
ing solemnly agreed to do the will of God, and
they were promised by Jehovah that if they did
obey his law perfectly they should live, and not
die, and that a willful breaking of their eontract
would be punished by the penalty of.death. The
Jews being God’s typical people, and used to
foreshadow things to come, the law applied to
them exclusively. As stated in Colossians 2: 17
and Hebrews 10:1, the law was a shadow or
type of better and gr eater things to come. The
word sabbath means “rest”; and by establishing
the sabbath day with his eovenant people, the
Jews, Jehovah God gave an implied covenant or
promise to establish in the future a righteous
government for the benefit of man and that such
government would be one of peace and rest. By
his law God was announcing to the Jews, and
through them to all seekers of truth, his purpose
concerning the blessing of the human race.

In the book ecalled Creation, and which is
brought to your doors by Jehovah’s witnesses,
the detailed explanation of the Bible account of
creation is set forth, showing that. the creation
of things pertaining to earth “and man was done
by J ehovah God in’ six periods of time called
“days”, each of which days was seven thousand
years in duration; and on the seventh period
called “day” God rested from his ereative work,
which he had concluded by the ereation of man.
During the seventh period of time God provided
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man an opportunity to prove his faithfulness
and loyalty by showing the proper appreciation
fi the great Creator in being obedient to his
aw.

At the beginning of the seventh day penod
of time the perfect man fell away to Satan the
Devil and Jehovah sentenced him to death. God
could have wiped out mankind and Satan at
that time, hut he chose to wait for the maturity
of his purpose. God would now teach the Jews,
his chosen people, and, through them, others,
that he would restore obedlent man and give
such everlasting life at the end of the seventh
day period, which is the day or period of rest,

and which was foreshadowed by the sabbath.
Jehovah God’s purpose of giving the law to the
Jews was to establish their faith in him so that
they would know that the only way for man to
obtain life is by being obedient to God. Jehovah
had said to the Jews, as is-recorded in Leviticus
18:5: “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and
my judgments; which if a man do, he shall live
in them: I am the Lord.”

But, argues the agnostie, why should God in-
flict the death penalty on man merely for work-
ing on the sabbath day? Why should that be
such a heinous crime? It was not a crime against
man, and there is nothing in the Bible which
implies that man can properly make it a crime
to do on Sunday what is right to do on any other
day. It was a crime ﬂgmnst God for violating
his commandment, and only God could propellv
inflict punishment therefor. It was a very small
thing to require of the Jews-to refrain from
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work on a specifie day, a thing which they could
easily have kept or obeyed. Had God command-
ed them to do something that they could not do,
then punishing them with death would he en-
tirely a different matter. God did not require
them to do a hard thing, but their failing to do
what they could easily do, and their willful vio-
lation of his law, showed a lack of faith in and
respeet for God, and a desire to follow Satan.
God was teaching them that all who follow the
Devil must ultimately suffer death and that
those who would gain life must be obedient to
Jehovah God because he is the only Life-giver.
No other penalty aside from the death penalty
could be inflicted and teach the importance ot
this lesson.

God had made promise to Abraham the father
of the Jews that he would raise up a Seed
through which blessings should come to all the
families of the earth. (Gen. 22: 15-18) Abraham
had faith in God and looked to that day when
God, by the promised Seed, the Messiah, would

“set up a government of righteousness and that
government would be one of rest and peace for
all. This is proven by the words of Jesus, who
said, in John, chapter eight: “Abraham saw my
day and 1e30med By keeping the law govern-
ing the seventh day, or sabbath, the Jews would
have in substance said: ‘Jehovah is our God,
Creator and Ruler. We have faith in him and
will obey him, and we believe in due time he
will give us complete rest in that government
which he promised should come through the
Seed of our father Abraham. By their willful
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disobedience of God’s law, which they could
easily have kept, they showed that they had no
respect for God and were therefore worthy of
death.

It is written, in Galatians, chapter three, that
the law was a schoolmaster provided to teach
the Jews and to lead them until the coming of
the Messiah. When Christ Jesus, the promised
Seed, did come some of the faithful Jews be-
lieved on him and entered into the rest by faith
in him as the King and Savior. Concerning this,
Paul, a Jew, addressing his fellow Jews who
had become the followers of Christ Jesus, said,
at Hebrews, chapter three: “So we see that they
could not enter in because of unbelief.” (IHe-
brews 4:2,3) “For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but the word
preached did not profit them, not being mixed
with faith in them that heard it. For we which
have helieved do enter into rest.” Those who
have truly devoted themselves to Jehovah God
by faith in the blood of Christ Jesus and by full
obedience to God’s commandments have by faith
entered into rest. They see that God’s purpose
is to give complete rest at the close of the
seventh day period to all who put themselves
wholly and completely under the rulership of
Christ. Thus having faith in God and his king-

dom under Christ, the true Christian is now at

rest and knows that the kingdom of Christ will
give not only rest but full and complete life to
all obedient ones during his reign.

Sunday observance, therefore, is not com-
manded anywhere in the Bible. Sabbath ob-
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servance by the Jews was ecommanded purely
for a typical purpose. Satan has seized upon
this provision of the law given to the Jews and
has wrongfully caused men to make laws re-
quiring people to refrain from doing work or
indulging in certain pleasure on Sunday. [x-
tremists have caused the enactment and enforce-
ment of laws by which they attempt to prevent
persons from going about on Sunday exhibiting
books and delivering them to the people, which
books explain and make clear the Bible., They
proceed upen the theory that this is work and
in violation of the Sunday law. Such wrongful
laws have been invoked recently against the
witnesses of the Lord who are preaching the
gospel on Sunday. No earthly power has the
right or authority to make a law which would
interfere with the preaching of the gospel of
the kingdom of God. No civil or municipal au-
thority has any right to make a law that would
make a deed done on Friday lawful and the same
deed done on Sunday unlawful. Law ig a rule
of action commanding what is right and pro-
hibiting what is wrong. If it is not wrong to
play baseball on Friday, it is not wrong to play
it on any and every day.

What the people need is the truth. God’s law

~ governing the sabbath day typically referred to

the coming of the kingdom. Observance of that
law showed faith in God and his promised King

' that would bring rest and blessings to the peo-

ple. Christ Jesus came and fulfilled the law be-
~ cause he was and is the King; therefore nothing
= could be gained by observing this typical law
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after the coming of Christ. The kingdom of God
under Christ is now here, and within a short
time all must be brought to a knowledge of God
and his kingdom, and those who Obey will live,

The Flood

HERIE is an abundance of tangible proof
that at one time there was a great deluge
upon the earth. The Bible contains con-

clusive proof thereof and gives the cause.
Worldly wise men have said that the flood came
by the falling of rain from the clouds. Both the
Bible and the physical facts show that such con-
clusion is wrong. There never had been any
rain before the flood, and could not have been.
The deluge was produced by the falling of a
great canopy of water and mineral substance
which had for centuries beensheld around the
earth. Jehovah God had put it there, and when
his time came for it to fall he eaused it to come
down to accomplish his own good purpose.
The word annular means having the form of
a ring. The annular system has reference to the
successive rings surrounding the earth and com-
posed of water and miner al substance in solu-
tion, and which rings were held in place by cen-
trifugal energy. Men have contended that noth-
ing that is heavier than air could remain in
space above the earth. The modern airship com-
pletely explodes that theory. The airplane
moves rapidly, carrying, in addition to its own .
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weight, a heavy load of freight and passengers,
and remains aloft until the engines are stopped
and then it falls as a dead weight. Itis the energy
moving the plane at a rapid rate that keeps it
aloft; and it was the energy eausing the canopy
to move swiftly that kept it around the earth
until God’s due time for it to come down.

Of the suecessive rings about the earth the
one farthest away from the earth was eomposed
of water chiefly. Heavier rings composed of
carbon and other mineral substance hung nearer
the earth and fell to the earth long before the
creation of man, thereby forming the coal beds
and other mineral depesits. During the period
from the creation of man until the deluge the
water ring spread itself out like an envelope
and covered the entire earth and therefore
caused climatie conditions upon the earth to be
practically the same at the equator as at the
poles. Vegetation that grew in the north and
south polar regions is proof thereof. Animals
that are adapted to the equatorialeegions have
in recent years been found inbedded in the per-
petual ice at the north pole. An antelope was
recently found in the ice fields of Siberia fully
imbedded in the ice and preserved, and it had
green grass in its stomaech, proving that it was
feeding upon grass at the time it was eaught in
the flood. A mastodon was found frozen in the
ice, with green food in its mouth.

The physical facts show that no man ever
saw the sun until after the flood, because the
canopy that enveloped the earth prevented the
sun from shining direetly on the earth. The
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canopy did admit light. Had the sun shone di-
rectly upon the earth, air currents would have
resulted and there would have been rainfall.
The rainbow which appeared for the first time
after the flood is conclusive proof that there was
no rain prior to the flood. At Genesis 2:5,6 it
is written: “The Lord God had not caused it to
rain upon the earth, . . . But there went up a
mist from the earth and watered the whole face
of the ground.” By reason of the canopy that
enveloped the earth the climate of the earth
might be well illustrated by that of a hothouse,
and for this reason gigantic trees and other
vegetation grew. Furthermore, there was no
winter or summer prior to the flood. The first
mention in the Bible of these seasons is after
the flood, showing that the climate throughout
the whole earth was the same by reason of the
canopy.

The Bible makes mention of the “great deep”,
thus distinguishing from the seas the great
deep. It wasthe water canopy or ring surround-
ing the earth that is deseribed as “the great
deep , and about that there is not the slightest
doubt. At Job 38:10,11 itis written: “And brake
up for it my decleed place, and set bars and
doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but
no further; and here shall thy proud waves be
stayed.” At Psalm 104:5,6: “Who laid the
foundations of the earth, that it should not be
removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the
deep as with a garment; the waters stood above
the mountains.” Psalm 42: 7 says: “Deep calleth
unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts; all
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thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.”
The record at Proverbs, chapter eight, shows
the Logos speaking these words concerning
creation: “When he prepared the heavens, I
was there; when he set a compass upon the face
of the depth; when he established the clouds
above; when he strengthened the fountains of
the deep.”

Within a few short centuries after the tragedy
of Kden Satan and his agents had filled the
earth with violence, and all men, aside from
Noah and his family, were turned away from
Jehovah God. The record at Genesis, chapter
six, 1s: “And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imag-
ination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually. . . . And the Lord said, I will
destroy man, whom I have ereated, from the
face of the earth; both man, and heast, and the
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it
repenteth me that I have made them.” Then God
sent righteous Noah to give warning to the peo-
ple of the coming deluge which God would em-
ploy to destroy all the “wicked on the earth, At
the direction of the Lord Noah built a great
boat and took into it his own family and certain
of the animals, as the record in Genesis says:
“And it came to pass after seven days, that the
waters of the flood were u Hon the earth. In the
six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the
same day were all the fountains of the great
deep broken up, and the windows of heaven
were opened.”
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This Seriptural statement cannot possibly
refer to the oceans of water, because they were
not “broken up”, but remain even to this day.
Without a doubt the words “the windows of
heaven” refer to the breaking-up of the great
canopy of water that surrounded the earth, and
this produced the deluge or flood.

That water ring would move with greatest -
‘velocity in the region of the equator. The break-
ing-up of the canopy at the equator would admit
the water and vapors to earth’s atmosphere, and
it would rush on to the poles north and south,
and, because of the decreasing veloecity, would
- begin to fall at the poles, just like an airplane
comes down when the forward motion ceases.

The outermost part of the water canopy was
farthest removed from the reflected warmth of
the earth and would therefore be frozen. This
is supported by the words written at Job 38:
29, 30, which say that the frozen face of the deep
had the appearance of a stone on which frost
had accumulated for centuries. When God broke
the canopy, the water would descend to the
earth’s atmosphere and the velocity with which
it was moving would hurl the ice, water and
snow to the poles where it would fall; and that
explains why tropical animals and tropical vege-
tation were there and beeame imbedded in the
ice and have been preserved all these eenturies.
The extreme cold would destroy all animal and
vegetable life. At both the north and the south
poles perpetual ice now exists, where at one time
glese places produced an abundance of vegeta-
ion.



THE FLOOD 59

‘When the canopy was completely broken up
and all the water thereof had fallen, the earth
by revolving in its elliptical orbit produced the
winter and summer seasons in their respeetive
order; and since the polar regions get little of
the sunlight, perpetual winter exists there. The
detailed deseription of the flood and its cause
and results is set forth in ‘the book Creation.
You will find it profitable to avail yourself of
this book and study it earefully.

The flood was an act of Jehovah God. He
sent it on the earth for the purpose of destroy-
ing the wicked on the earth. Concerning that
world and the world that now exists the Apostle
Peter, under ingpiration, wrote, contrasting one
with the other. At 2 Peter, the third chapter,
these words appear: “Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days scoffers, walk-
ing after their own lusts, and saying, Where is
the promise of his coming? for since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were,
from the beginning of the creation. For this
they willingly are ignoraut of, that by the word
of God the heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of the water and in the water;
whereby the world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished; but the heavens
and the earth, which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”

On another occasion I have submitted to youn
the proof from the Seriptures showing that we
are now in the last days. It is in these last days
that God has made plain to those who gearch for
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the truth, and who seek to serve him, the real
meaning of the flood, why God sent it, and what
it foreshadowed. In the text just quoted from
Peter these words are used: “And the earth
[that was] standing out of the water and in the
water.” That would be possible only when the
water surrounded the entire earth, as the Serip-
tures show was the case. The eanopy of water
enveloping the entire earth, and which canopy
God broke, caused the flood.

Now in the last days, says the apostle, when
devout men and women are looking for the ap-
pearing of the Lord Jesus Christ and his king-
dom according to the promise, there would come
men who claim to teach the Bible but who deny
the Seriptural statement of the flood and who
seoff at the idea of the coming of the Lord, and
that we are in the last d‘lys, and who say,
“Where is there any proof of the second coming
of the Lord and his kingdom?" Only a few days
ago I read a statement appearing in the public
press made by a higher-critic elergyman who
said concerning my Speech on “The Kingdom
of God” that all this talk about the second com-
ing of Christ is tommyrot. This is exactly in
harmony with the prophetie utterance of the
apostlé showing that these men are doing what
the Lord foretold. Then adds the apostle: ‘For
this reason such men are willingly ignorant con-
cerning the meaning of the great ﬂood of the .
coming of the Lord, and of the great destruction
that is coming upon the world’ Further, the
apogtle says in this conneetion: ‘The world
which now 1is, by the word of God is kept in
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store, reserved for destruction by fire” This
exactly corresponds with the propheey of Jesus
to the effect that, as soon as the witness work
is done by Jehovah’s witnesses, then will come
upon the world the greatest trouble ever before
known. That witness work is now in progress,
even though greatly opposed by Satan and his
agents. As God sent Noah to give warning be-
fore the flood, even so now he sends his wit-
nesses to give warning before Armageddon. In
his great prophecy of Matthew, chapter twenty-
four, Jesus says that in Noal’s day the people
refused to heed the warning and were destroyed,
and that exaectly the same thing will come to
pass in the last days, where we now are. Let
the people take warning that the kingdom of
(tod is here and all must come to know that Je-
hovah is God.

What great lesson is given to man by the
flood and the record thereof in the Bible? It
fully proves these facts, to wit, that there is but
one Almighty God; that he has made men free
moral agents and set before them the oppor-
tunity of doing good or pursuing evil; that he
does not prevent men from taking their own
course; that in his own good time Jehovah ex-
hibits his almighty power, thereby demonstrat-
ing to creatures that he is the Almighty God,
and this he does for the vindication of his name,
that good may result to men. The flood fore-
“shadowed God’s purpose to destroy the present
wicked world. Men cannot escape responsibility
by merely refusing to hear and give heed to the
truth, Be assured that God will shortly vindi-
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cate his name by destroying Satan’s organiza-
tion, and particularly that part called “Chris-
tendom”. He is now warning the rulers and the
people of his purpose so to do, that no one ean
ever have the excuse to say that had he known
what was coming he would have done different-
Iy. The people of good will, and who desire
righteousness, will now avail themselves of the
opportunity tolearn the truth and profit thereby.
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