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Only a fool says 'there is no God!' 
(Ps. 53: 1) Anyone who really 
wants to find out how big a fool a 
person really is who says 'there is 
no God', be that person a college 
professor, scientist, or just an or­
dinary one has only to read Judge 
Rutherford's books explaining the 
Bible. They are packed full of 
thri1ls and surprises. 

COPYnrOB"TED 1932 
AND PonT.IS HED ny 

WATCH TOWER 
DIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 

International Bible Students Association 
Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S.A. 

BRANca OFE'JCE8: 

J .. ondon, Magdeburg, Paris, 
Toronto, StrntlificW. Cape 
Town, Berne, Copenllogen, 
Stockholm, nnd other cities. 

Made in U. S. A. 



WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

~ iBatly lltbronide t!~§o~ ­
'KiLLED By';:UTO'MO B i"L~'E' 

T HIS was the headline in t),e Daily Ohron­
iole, morning paper, published ill the town 
of Summerville, C0l1l1ecticut. The Joy 

family was prominent in business and social 
circles ther e. The death of their eldest son had 
caused mnch COlmne11t in the CO=lUlity. A 
great nllm bel' of people aiiended the funeral, 
hut there was 110 funeral discourse. 

N one of the Joy family were members of any 
chl1l'cll, Adam had been in the draft, was ill 
trainillg at camp for several months, and had 
expected to he in tbe next regiment to go over­
seas, when the war ceased. His soldier comrades 
btU'iedllirn without the aid of a clergymau, and 
1;]lis caused much comment in the co=unity, 
especially amongst the old women · and gossipy 
men. 

Only two months previous to Adam's death 
the Armistice had been signed. America clid 
not get into the war until the latter part of it; 
but when 1;],e roll was called at the conclusion 

, of llOstilities it was found that more than one 
hunch'ed thousand of the flower of American 

3 ~ 



4 WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

manhood llad fallen in battle . . Many otber thou­
sands had died from disease and exposure. The 
slain of all the nations in the great war were 
numbered by the nrillions. Besides the war, 
tbere also came upon some of the countries a 
terrible famine. In one land alone there were 
twenty-nine nrillion people who died from star­
vation. 

Neal' tbe. conclnsion of tbe war the world was 
affiicted by a terrible pestilence, d11l'ing w}lich 
the people died like flies witb tbe coming of 
frost. The pestilence was not confined to the 
war-stricken countries, but spread over all the 
earth, from the frozen zones of the north to the 
heated lands of the south. A great pall seemed 
to hang over tlle whole earth. 
Wll~n a terrible ca..lrun.i ty befalls a peoplp. 

some of them begi.n to think. They were now 
thinking, ancI the sudden death of a prominent 
persoll in the community had brought freshly 
to mind the great number of deaths in r ecent 
years. Time and again tile question was being 
propounded from one to another: ''Wher e are 
tlle dead '" 

Wllcn the war came the clergymen preached 
in favor of the war, urging young men to join 
the army, and telling them from tlleir pulpits 
that those who di ed upon the battlefield would 
go straight to heaven. Someone suggested then 
that if the clergymen were right in theil' con­
clusion it would be well for all to die upon tlle 
battlefield. It is evident that the clergymen did 
not beli.eve tlleir own statements, because they 
kept away from the front. 
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The great death rate caused by tl1e famine 
and pestilence was the basic theme of many a 
clergyman's discourse, though the opinions ex­
pressed by the various preachers differed some­
what. The Chronicle made it a business to pub­
lish excerpts from some of these sermons, and 
some.times a sermon appeared in full. Of course 
these were read by the people in the community, 
particularly by those who had lost some loved 
one. 

The Catholic clergymen stated that if one who 
was a good Catholic and wholly faithful to his 
church should elie, then he would go straight to 
heaven at death; but that if he was a good 
Catholi c, yet had come short in keeping his 
vows, then at death he would have to go to pur­
gatory and there remain for an indefinite time, 
and that he could be relieved ftom this condi­
tion of suffering by the prayers of the priests 
or preachers; but that if one elies who was uot 
a Catholic, or· was not a member of any church, 
and was therefore wicked, then at death he must 
go to a place of everlasting suffering, eternal 
torture, a condition from which there could be 
no relief; and this the preachers called "llell". 

The Protestant clergymen in their sermons 
differed somewllat from the Catholics. The sub­
stance of the Protestant preachers' conclusions 
was that if one dies who at the time of death is 
a member in good standing of some church, then 
he immeeliately goes to heaven, and there from 
that time forward enjoys endless "bliss; but that 
if tl,e one dying is not a member of the church, 
and therefore is of tllOse whom they gene.rally 
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term the 'godless', he would have to go to a place 
of eternal torment where he would suffer con­
scious tOl·ture, eternal in duration, aud from 
which there could never be any relief. 

About the time these sermons were being pub­
lished the local paper also carried a small paid 
advertisement, announcing tbat there woul,d be 
a public lectlwe delivered at the Towu Hall on 
a certain S,mday afternoon, by a Mr. Timothy 
Gooclman, on the s\lbject "WHERE ARE THE 
DEAD'" The clergymen, both Catholic and 
Protestant, advised their: congregations to stay 
away from that lecture, warning them that it 
was dangerous. The lectm:e was given and the 
attendance at the Town Hall was small, but 
those who did attend had much to say about the 
lecture. The result was that a numbei' of the 
citizens pulled down from their old bookshelves 
their dusty Bibles and began to examine ,as to 
what the Bible says about those who die. 

It was a cold, wi ntry evening. That day the 
funeral of Adam Joy had been held. Members 
of the Joy household were seated around the 
fireside, each one in silence meditating upon the 
teniblo calamity ,"hich had befallen their home. 
Adam Joy was 1\ prominent YOUI\g man. He had 
alr eady fmishecl at col lege, and it was expected 
that soon l1e would begin his professional career. 
Since the war was over he had not expected to 
reenter t.he a rmy, but to take up the. practice of 
law. 

Neither Adnlll no l' his parents had ever bee11 
intero --ted in (he churches; the paTents had 
made no e f[ort to send the young man to Sunday 
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school or to church, and he had not gone. Hav­
ing r ecen tly passed through college he had 
learned to have little respect for the Bible, be­
cause of what was taught to him there. He was 
a lively young mau, given to harmless pleasures, 
and one whom the sanctimonious of the neigh­
borhood would consider quite worlcUy. But all 
who knew him well would bear witness to the 
fact that the young man was houest and trust­
worthy. 

The clergymen had stated, and the local press 
had puhlished their statements, that people liv­
ing in a Christian community owe special duty 
to the church; that every Sahhath morning the 
people are warned by the sounding of the church 
bell to come and hear the Sel1DOn; and that if 
they do not come, and then die while Ul that un­
saved condition, they die in their SUlS, and that 
a hell of eternal torture is their inev.itable des­
tiny. Mr. and Mrs. Joy had read these state­
ments. 

The silence of the Joy household on the eve­
ning mentiontjd was broken by an occasional 
heart-rending sob from the mother. To console 
her in her grief her husband said: "Rebecca, 
I .cannot believe that our son is in that awful 
place of fire and brimstone, suffering torture. 
We would not even torture our neighbor's vi­
cious dog Ul that manner. I have heard it said 
that God is love, and if that is true it certaiJUy 
would be impossible for a loving God to torture 
our dear boy forever." 

"But," responded Mrs. Joy, "do not all the 
clergymen say that those who die outside of the 
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chmch go to tha't terrible place' I wish that I 
could believe that our son is somewhere else. 
But where is he' I believe my heart will break 
if this suffering suspense continues ; and then I 
shall join my son, wherever he is." 

"Daddy, Daddy, may 1 say something'" Thus 
spoke little Samuel, the younger son of the 
household. With a look of approval from rus 
father the lad continued : "You remember a 
short time ago some man gave a lecture at the 
Town Hall about WHERE ARE THE DEAD' 
Wen, I heard Henry Smith say tliat he was with 
his mother at church that day, and he says the 
preacher told the people to stay away from that 
lectme. But, Daddy, I went to see what kind of 
a man that was, and Henry and I went down and 
stood at tlle door. I looked in once and saw the 
man on the platform. He did not look so bad. I 
saw another man at the dom: offering some books 
and telling the people that they help them un· 

. derstand where all the people are that have died 
and where tlley have gone. Daddy, I saw that 
man today in a yard clown the street. I believe 
I can filld him. WiJl you not let me go and 
fetch him here' Maybe he can tell us where 
Adam is." 

The reqnest seemed a reasonable and sensible 
one, and it was agreecl that the boy should go 
next clay ancl look np tllis man and invite him 
to the Joy home. The next morning little Sam­
uel Joy found the man who had offered the 
books, learned that his name was Jolm Remnant 
and tlmt he was a carpenter who spent his odd 
time witnessing from house to house and com-
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forting those that mourn .. He readily responded 
to the invitation and came to the Joy home the 
next evening. Acquaintance was soon made 
with the grief-stricken family, and they pro­
pounded to him the question: "Wl1ere are the 
dead1" 

SEARCHING TJfE SCRIPTURES 

Sometimes sorrow will cause a man to earnest­
ly inquire, and reason ·upon what he hears. With 
sad hearts but hungry minds the Joy family 
listened to Mr. Remnant that winter evening. 
Addressing his remarks to Mr. Joy he said : 

"Permit me to say, Mr. Joy, that of my own 
wisdom I cannot answer your question. I am 
not a clergyman, nor a propl1et, nor a seer. I 
am but a plain man. I love the: Lord God and 
I serve him the hest I know how j and I am cer­
tain that your question is plainly answered in 
his Word, the Bible. If you are willing for me 
to point out to yon these truths in the Bible I 
am conodent that the evidence will bring satis­
faction to all of you, and I shall be glad of the 
opportunity thus to help you. If you will reason 
upon this Scriptural evidence I feel sure that 
you will find consolation in the answers there 
given. 

"Let me assure. you in the outset that the Bi­
hIe has been grossly misrepresented by men who 
claim to believe it, and the worst amoug .those 
who have misrepresented it are the clergymen 
or preachers who claim to teach it. They have 
misrepresented Jehovah God himself, as well as 
his Word. But understand me, I have no harsh 
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feeling against them. They are not wholly to 
blame, but bave been overreached by our com­
mon enemy, as you will see when we <h~amine 
the evidence." 

Being assured by Ur. Joy that he and his 
family would he pleased to have the Scriptural 
answer to their question, Mr. Remnant pro­
ceeded to give it: 

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

The clergymen would make you believe tlmt 
God took away your son, but I am going to 
prove to you that God did not take away your 
son . No wonder so many people are in great 
distress caused by the death of loved ones, and 
cry out: "How can a just and loving God let my, 
dear ones die~" But I hope to explain to you 
that God does not cause them to die. The clergy­
men say that all who die go inuuecliately to 
heaven, purgatory or eternal torment; and the 
latter they call "hell" . 

We are going to consider tllese places in the 
order named, that you may follow' wlmt I have 
to say. I state now that I am going to prove to 
you from the Bible that yOtll" son is not in 
heaven, that he is not in purgatory, uor in 
eternal tm·ment. Then I will show you from the 
Scrip.tures where he is, why he died, and that 
there is hope of your seeing him again and be­
ing happy with' 11im forever. With these points 
in mind you will be better able to fqllow the 
proof submitted and the points as made. 
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HEAVEN 

"H eaven" means high, lofty and exalted. J e-· 
hovah God dwells in heaven. God is a spirit in­
visible to man. No man has ever seen God or 
ever can see him. Only spirit creatures can see 
J ehovah. J ehovah bas said: "For there shall 
no man see me, and live." (Exodus 33 : 20 ; 
1 Timothy 6 : 16) It follows then that your son 
cannot be in heaven unless he is no longer a 
man but a spirit. We would r equire more proof 
than the mere opinion of man that yom' son is 
now a spirit. 

You well know that the clergymen DOC two 
places, and only two, where all must ultimately 
find an eternal hahitation or abiding place, to 
wi t, heaven and hell. Their argmnent is that 
the good go to heaven, that many go to purga­
tory to get cleaned up, bnt that ultiruaLely all 
land either in heaven or in eternal torment. 

In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews there is 
a long list of good men named. They include 
men from the time of Abel to the last of the 
prophe,ts. These men were all approved hy J e-
110vah and therefore are counted as good men. 
If the clergy are right in saying that the good 
go to heaven we should surely expect to find 
that all these men went to heaven. On the con­
trary, the Scriptures show that none of them 
ever went to heaven or ever will be tllere. Some 
of them had be.en dead for four thousand years 
when J esus was on earth, and J esus plainly said 
at that time : "No man hath ascended up to 
heaven." (John 3: 13) He is the best witness, 
because he came from tllere. and knows. Oer-
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tainly it would not require fom' thousand years 
to go from earth to heaven. 

In order to set this matter for ever at rest 
David is taken as a specific case. Not only was 
David approved, but he was so devoted to the 
Lord that it is written of him that he was a man 
after God's own heat·t. (Acts 13: 22; 1 Samuel 
13: 14) Then concerning David it is written: 
"For David is not ascended iuto the heave.ns." 
(Acts 2: 34) J ohn the Baptist was a good man, 
received the approval of God, and was the one 
whom J ehovah selected to ann011l1Ce the coming 
of the Savior of the world. Yet the Scriptures 
plainly state that John the Baptist will never 
he in heaven.-Matthew l1: l1. 

Now since the Scriptures prove conclusively 
that the preachers are wrong nbout that all the 
good go to heaven, that should be sufficient cause 
for r easonable men to look with suspicion upon 
everything else tlley say. At least we should re­
quiTe strict proof of every claim they make as 
to the dead. 

PURGATORY 

The Catholic system, and some preachers of 
the Protestant clnnch, so culled, teach the doc­
trine of purgatory. Their theory is that a man 
who dies in sin but who is not wholly lost is 
taken to a place called pmgatory, and that 
there he is punished for an indefinite period of 
time 01' until a sufficient munber of prayers have 
heen ma~le for h:im that he might be r elieved and 
taken to heaven . It is usual for some friend of 
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the 'dead person to pay a certain snm of money 
for the saying of the prayers. 

The people rely npon the preache.rs and 
priests to tell them the truth; and not knowing 
any better, they believe what the preachers tell 
them. These inform the friends of the dead that 
prayer said by a priest will in due time get him 
out of pUl"gatory. The following statement made 
by the venerable Cardinal Gibbons is authority 
from the Catholic system upon this point: 

The Catholic cl1Urch teaches that besides a place of 
eternal torment for the wicked, and the everlasting 
rcst for the rigllteous, there exists in the next life a 
middle state of temporary punishment, aUotted for 
those who ha.ve died jn venjal sin, or who have Dot 
satisfied the justice of God for sins already forgiven. 
She also teaches us that although the souls consigned 
to tltis intermediate state, commonly called purgatory, 
canllot help themselves, they may be aided by the 
suffrages [prayers] of the faithful on earth. The ex· 
istence of purgatory naturaUy implies the correlative 
dogma-the utility of praying for the dead-for the 
souls consigned to this mlddle state have riot reached 
the term of their jonrney. They are still exiles from 
heaven and fit subjects for ruvine clemency.-Faith 
of 0,,," Fathers, pagc 205. 

Not even tbis learned writer submits one 
Scripture text in proof of the purgatory doc­
trine. He does submit the words of men who 
were members of the Oatholic system, then a&ks 
us to take their opinions as to purgatory. We 
cannot afford to do tllis, because none of these 
men were ever in such a place and returned to 
testify of the conditions there. Dante was a 
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clergyman in tlle Catholic church. He wI·ote It 
book in verse concernlllg purgatory. He de­
scribes poor men tllere nndergoing various 
kinds of punishment, some of them bitten by 
r eptiles, others standing on their heads in boil­
ing vats of oil, others in holes of fire and brim­
stone, and others suffering in many otl1er forms. 

Dore, a di st.iJlguislled artist, illustrated Dan­
te's imaginations, and these pictures are u sed 
to frighten people concerning the "terrible suf­
fel·ings" of their beloved dead; and it is an easy 
matter to induce those who tl1l1s believe to part 
with their hm·d-earned coin to get prayers said 
in their behalf. These theories are s\lpported 
by such men as J er ome, Ambrose, Chrysostom 
and others, but not by tlle Bible. The net r esult 
of purgatOl·y 1"1.8 been a good source of reven ue 
for tlle clergy, and broken bank accounts for the 
poor people. The prayers said for the dead 
never get above the heads of those who utter 
them. 

It does T)ot seem reasonable that the good God 
would fix a place, such as Dante describes, and 
then permit men to use that for commercial pur­
poses. I s it reasonable that God wouldllear the 
pxayers of men in behalf of some poor soul 
when that prayer is induced by a monetary con­
sider ation ? The Lord's view of commercializing 
his Word, or any part of his service, was ex­
pressed by J esus thus: "It is written, My house 
shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves."-Matthew 21: 13. 

Not only is the doctrine of purgatory without 
support in the Scriptures, but when we come to 



E T ERN A L TOR MEN T 15 

examine the Scriptures as to the real condition 
of the dead we find positive proof that purga­
tory is a fraud and a snare, invented by the 
enemy of man and used against man's interest 
for centuries past. You will notice that Cardinal 
Gibbons says in the quotation above that the 
poor unfortnnate fellow in purgatory cannot 
help himself, but some priest is presll1nptu­
OUS enough to tell the people that he can help 
bin1 provided there is a sufficien t consideration. 

ETERNAl. TORMENT 

Since the Scriptures prove positively that the 
preachers are wrong in their statement that the 
good go direct to heaven at death, and since 
there is no Scriptural support whatsoever for 
purgatory, we are inclined to look with much 
skepticism upon the doctrine of eternal torment 
whicll has been rolled under their tongues for 
centuries as a sweet morsel. Briefly, the teachi.ng 
of the preachers is that the wicked are consigned 
for ever to a place of literal fire and brimstone, 
that there the fire never ceases, and that the 
poor Cl'~atures are tormented in that place for­
ever, with no possible opportunity to escape. 

You are a reasonahle man. Let us now nse 
our reasoning facultIes some. God says to man: 
"Come now, and let us reason together." (Isaial1 
1: 18) Is it r easonable that any life cml exist 
fOl'ever in 1he1 No creature can exist without 
a body or organism, and when a man (lies the 
body is dead and you put it in the grave. Is it 
reasonable that God gives that creature an 
asbestos body so that he can be burned forevor1 
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"God is love." Is it reasonable that love can 
find a.:Q expression in the etemal torment of any­
one 1 God is good, and everythlng that he does 
must be consistent with himself. What good 
could r esult from tormenting one foreved You 
would not torment your dog for a day. Is it 
reasonable that a good and loving God would 
torment your son foreved 

UNCONSCIOUS 

Your son could not be in heaven enjoying the 
beauties and happiness of that place, nor in 
purgatory undergoing punishment, nor in eter­
nal torment, without having a lmowledge there­
of. He must be conscious if he is in any of these 
places, if they are what the preachers describe 
them to be. If the Scriptures show conclusively 
that he is unconscious, would not that prove 
that neither the theory of going to heaven nor 
of purgatory or hell torment is the correct one? 
Now what do the SCTiptures say about the dead 1 
Are they conscious or unconscious1 

"For the living know that they shall die; but 
the dead lmow not any thing ... . Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no wOTk, nor device, nor knowledge; 
nOT wisdom, in the gl'ave, whither thou go est." 
-Ecclesiastes 9: 5, 10. 

"For in death theTc is no remembrance of 
thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?" 
-Psalm 6: 5. 

"Like sheep they are laid in the grave [sheol] ; 
death shall feed on them."-Psalm 49: 14. 
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"The dead praise not the Lord, neither any 
that go down into silence."-Psalm 115: 17. 

These sCl'iptures conclusively prove that when 
a man dies he knows not anything; that when 
dead he has no knowledge or wisdom, and does 
not work; that p.e has no memOl-Y; that he is in 
a condition of silence. That is not very consist­
ent with the theory of being in bliss or stand­
ing on his head in a vat of boillllg oil or being 
otherwise tortured by fireproof devils wearing 
asbestos coats. 

TJle. body of your son was laid in the grave. 
H e \Vas unconscious at that time. Ii he is in 
l, caven or purgatory or torment what part of 
him is there? The clergy will answer that the 
body is' dead, but will insist that the "immortal 
soul" of yom son has left the body and has gone 
to heaven, to , purgatory or to torment. Again 
they are flatly contradicted by the Lord's Word. 

THE SOUL 

No man has a soul Every man is a soul. The 
word "soul" means animal, creature, or man. 
God did not make a man and then put {L soul in 
man, as the preachers tell us. This is the way he 
made man, as stated in Genesis 2: 7: God made 
man's body out of the earth. .All his organism 
was made from tile eartll. Then God breatlled 
into his nostrils the breath that all living crea­
tures hreathe, and tills animated the body, and 
the man ,stood up and lived . 
. ' .All tile animals are de~ignated as souls. A 
cow is a soul and an ox is a soul. Note Numbers 
31: 28, in which the Lord says that the beeves, 



18 WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

asses and sheep are souls. The preachers have 
made the people believe that a man carries a 
soul around in him and that when he clies the 
soul hlkes off to some other place. But there is 
absolutely no support for such a contention. 

IMMORTALITY 

In order to SUppOl't their purgatory and 
eternal torment theories it was necessary for 
the advocates thereof to try to find that the soul 
of man is immortal. Immortality means that 
Which cannot clie. It is easy to be seen that no 
creature could be forever in hell tonnent or in 
heaven or ~n purgatory if that creature could 
be killed. TJlerefore the master mind back of 
these doctrines said : 'Vie must say that the 
man has an immortal soul.' Now if we find that · 
the Scriptural proof is that man is a mortal 
soul, subject to death, then the" purgatory and 
torment theories mllst be completely false. 

When God made man and placed him in Eden 
he said to him : 'In the day that you sin you shall 
surely clie.' (Genesis 2: 17) That was the plain 
statement of God's law. Did he mean that ouly 
the body should clie' The answer is: "The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezekiel 18: 4, 20) 
"What man is he that livetll, and shall not see 
death' shall he deliver his soul from the hand 
of the grave '''-Psalm 89: 48. 

DEVIL'S LIE 

The only support for the theory of immor­
tality of all souls is founded upon a lie which 
was told by the Devil hlmself. He Imew that 
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God had told Adam til at the eating of certain 
fruit would cause him to be sentenced to death. 
He approached Eve in order to get her Jhst on 
his side, and said to her: 'You can eat of tJlat 
food, and if you eat it you mil be as wise as 
God himself. For ye shall surely not die.' He 
induced Eve to violate God's law. 

Which one told tbe truth' God said : 'Ye 
shall die.' The Devil said : 'Ye shall not dic.' 
Jesus answers: ''Ye are of your father tlle devil, 
and the lusts of your ratheT ye will do. He was 
a murderer from the bcginning, and abode not 
in the truth, because th~re is no truth in him. 
When he speakcth a lie, he speaketh of his own : 
for he is a liar, and the father of it."-John 8: 44. 

For a long-while the preachers have been tell­
ing the people that 'there is no death; that when 
a man dies he has gone either straight to heaven 
or to purgatory or to eternal torment; that tlleTe 
is only one hope for him while he lives, and tJlat 
is to join our church, and go to heaveu; and that 
there is only one hope for him when he dies, and 
that is to employ us to pray him out of purga­
tory'. Of course a man would have to be immor­
tal before he could be subject to this kind of tor­
ture. Hence the necessity for the invention. 

WHO IS IMMORTAL? 

The Devil himself is not immortal, because 
the Scriptures show that God is going to destroy 
him in due time. (Hebrews 2: 14; Elzekiel28: 18) 
We might with propriety propound to tile 
preachers this question: If hen is a place of 
eternal -torment, and if the. Devil is the chief 
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fireman, who is going to keep up the fire when 
the Devil is destroyed 1 

.A. Christian is admonished to seek immortal­
ity. (Romans 2: 7) .A. man does not seek that 
wllich he already possesses. God alone possesses 
tJle quality of immortality, as it is wl'itten: 
''Who only hath immortality, dwelUng in the 
light which no man can approach unto; whom no 
man hatJl seen, nor can see: to whom be honour 
and power everlasting."-1 Timothy 6: 16. 

vVl,en Jesus was on the eartJ, he was not im­
mortal, but God gave him immortality at his 
resurrection. (See J oh11 5: 26; Revelation 1: 18.) 
The faitJuul overcoming Christians are prom­
ised immortality as a glorious reward, as it is 
written: "This mortal must put on inlmortality." 
(1 Corinthians 15: 53) It would be inconsistent 
for the Lord to have put that into lljs Word if 
man were already immortal. 

Now tlJese scriptures show that man is a 
soul; that he is subject to death; that he is there­
fore not immortal; a11d these things being true, 
it must follow that a man, when he rli es, could 
not immediately go to heaven, purgatory or 
eternal torment. 

HELL 

Now we shall prove that hell is not a place of 
etemal torture. H elJ means the grave. There 
is where your son is. He is unconscious. He is 
not sufl'ering. In God's own due time he will be 
awakened out of death and will be brought back, 
and will then have an opportU11ity to chvell with 
you and you with him forever upon this earth, 
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in peace and bappiness. If you can see ana be­
lieve these Scriptural statements, then you Will 
have hope of seeing your son again; and having 
that hope, you will not SOlTOW as do those who 
have no hope. (1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18) Let us 
now examine the Scriptures fur ther and see that 
these statements are true. 

Tbe Bible we have was translated from other 
languages. The Old Testament was translated 
fTom the H ebrew, and the New Testament f r om 
the Greek. The English word "hell" is derived 
from the Hehrew word sheal; and the Greek 
words hades, gehenna and tal'taros are also 
translated "bell" in the Scriptures. As winter­
time approaches a fanner gathers his carrots 
and turnips, (ligs a hole in tbe ground, and then 
covellS these vegetables ove.r so they will not 
freeze. According to tile old English way of de­
scribing it he is putting his vegetables in hell; 
tbat is to say, a dark place. Now in the Bible 
the Hebrew word sheal is translated "grave" 
more times than it is translated "hell". The grave 
is a dark place. If sheo l meant torment in one 
place it mnst mean it in all. A few scriptures on 
tbe point will illuminate the mind on this ques­
tion. 

J acob was one of the men whom God ap­
proved. Jacob's son Joseph had been taken 
away and sold into Egypt, and r epresentation 
had been made to Jacob tllat his son was killed. 
His sons and daughters came about him to com­
fort him, and he said: "I will go down into the 
grave [sheal] unto my son mourning." (Genesis 
37: 35) Yem's afterward there was a fanilne 
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in the land where Jacob lived, and be sent his 
sons into Egypt for corn. They found Joseph 
t1wl"e. They returned with the reqnest that the 
father send Benjamin, the yonnger son. Jacob 
responded to their r equest, with these words: 
"My son shall not go down with yon; for his 
brother [Joseph] is dead, and he ['Benjamin] 
is left alone: if mischlef befall him by tile way 
in tile which ye go, then shall ye brillg down 
my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave [sheol]." 
-Genesis 42: 38. 

Here the word sheol is translated "n-rave". 
It is easy to be seen that Jacob expected to go 
to the tomb. The translators saw that they 
could not ·make this scripture read "hell"; if 
they did it wonld be rather inconsistent to argue 
that Jacob's gray hairs wonld last long in fil:e 
and brimstone. The modern r evision committee 
left this word sheD I untranslated, expecting 
thereby to deceive the tmeducated. 

Job was a good man and approved by Je­
hovah. TIle Devil boasted that he could make 
Job curse God. God let him try it. But he never 
succeeded in causing Job to curse Jehovah. Job 
was afflicted with boils from the top of his head 
to the soles of his feet, his flesh was putrid, and 
all his neighbors and friends turned against 
him and came to mock him; even his wife re­
pudiated him and said: "Curse God and di~." 
Poor Job was left with no one to comfort him. 
According to the preachers' description of hell 
Job was having about as much of it as any man 
could have on this earth. If he believed that· hen 
means eternal torment it would seem rather 
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strange that he should have utter ed this prayer, 
to wit: 

"0 that thou wouldest hide me in the grave 
[ sheDl, hell], that thou would est keep me secret, 
until thy wrath be past, tbat thou wouldest ap­
point me a set time, and remember mel" (Job 
14: 13) Then he .adds : "If 1 wait, the grave 
[sheDl, hell] is mine house : 1 have made my bed 
in the darkness." (J ob 17 : 13) Job wrote these 
words under inspiration from J ehovah . They 
are cited here to prove that the word sheDl, 
translated "hell", means the grave, the tomb, 
the condition of silence. J 

In P salm sixteen it is written: "Thou wilt not 
leave my sOlll in hell." This is quoted in Acts 
2: 30-32 and is specifically applied to the Lord 
J esus; proving that J eSllS we nt to' the hell of 
the Bible, which means the tom h. If hell were a 
place of eternal torture J eSllS would still be 
there. But lI e came out in three days. He was 
resurrected f rom the dead. The preachers may 
answer: "He went down to hell to investigate 
and to inform others how hot it is there." If 
they are correct he must have been supplied 
with an asbestos body on the trip. Besides, J e­
sus spoke of hell and never llldicated that it 
was a place of torment, as we shall see as we 
progress with tllis argument. 

One of the best iJlustratimls of what is meant 
by hell i s that with reference to J onall. A great 
whale swallowed him. J onall says, "1 cried by 
reason of mine affiiction unto the L ord, and he 
heard me; out of the belTy of hell cried 1." 
(J onalJ 2 : 2) Evidently it was quite dark ill that 
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whale's belly. If hell had been eternal torment 
Jonah would not have gotten out. 

The same word sheol is often translated "pit". 
Describing the wicked tl]at die, it is written con­
cerning them: "They go down quick into the 
pit." (Numbers 16: 30) The word "pit" is from 
tlu; word sheol. 

Again it is written concerning those who die: 
"They shall go down to the bars 'of the pit, when 
our rest together is in the dust." (Job 17: 16) 
The word here translated "pit" is from the same 
Hebrew word sheol, and plainly expresses that 
it means the condition of death. 

HAD E S 

In the New Testament the Greek word hades 
is translated into the English word "hell", and 
has t.ltesarnemeal1ing,ideut.ically, as shealu] \.he 
Hebrew. It always refers to the condition of 
death, spoken of as the grave, the tomb, or the 
pit. A few proof texts upon this: Acts 2: 27 is 
a quotation from Psalm 16: 10. In Matthew 16: 
18 J esus uses the word hades, which is trans­
lated "hell", saying: "The gates of hell shall not 
prevail" against his cllUrch. Without doubt the 
thought is that the condition of death shall be. 
destroyed in due time. 

In harmony with this, in Revelation 1: 18 it 
is declared that Jesus has the keys of hell, that 
is to say, the means of lmlocking the condition 
of death; as ill Revelation 20 : 13, "Death and 
hell delivered up the dead." Hades is the word 
here used; it has the same meaning as sheol, 
and evidently means the grave, the tomb, giving 
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up the dead at the l·esurrection. It manifestly 
does not mean eternal torment, because if peo-

~ pIe are there eternally they could not be brought 
out. This scripture does not say tllat hell gives 
up the living, but says that it gives up tlle dead. 

GEHENNA 

The Greek word gehenna is also l'endered 
"hell" in the English. It means the condition of 
death, or complete destruction, from which there 
is no awakening or resnrrection. Gehenna i s a 
Greek expression referring to the valley of Hin­
nom. Just on the south side of J erusalem is a 
valley called the "valley of Hitmom", or the val­
ley of Gehenna. Tllerein was a fire kept constant­
ly burning. The offal from the city and the bodies 
of dead animals and the like were throWlI in to 
this fire and destroyed. Under the Jewish law 
no living creature was permitted to be cast into 
tl1is fire. The practice was to bring the offal out 
of the gate of the wall of Jerusalem and cast 
it over the high embankment into tlle valley. 
The bodies of some of these animals lodged on 
the rocks and tbe worms consumed them. The 
valley of Hinnom, therefore, was a place of de­
struction. 

Speaking to the Jews, who would understand 
his meaning, J esus said: "If tlline eye offend 
thee, pluck it out : it is better for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of God with one eye, than, hav­
ing two eyes, to be cast into hell fire [gehenna] : 
where their worm dieth not, and tlle fire is not 
quenched." (Mark 9: 47, 48) The 'unquenchable 
fire' and the "worm" represent destruction, and 
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J esus was telling the Jews that that was what 
-would come upon their nation. ' 

What J esus was telling the Jews was, in plain 
phrase,. that he, J esus, was the one appointed 
King, and that in due time God would set up his 
kingdom ; that a place in that kingdom was the 
greatest privilege one could have; but 110 one 
could enter it unless he were willing to sacrifice 
everything that would be contrary to God's will. 
If, therefore, anyone had something that was 
dear to him, even as dear as an eye or as a 
hand, if it was offensive and would keep him out 
of the kingdom, he had better sacrifice it than 
to be destroyed. 

Again J esus nsed the same word gehenna, in 
this text: "And fear not them which lcill the 
body, bnt are not able to Jilll the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell [gehenna]." (Matthew 10 : '28) Here 
he plainly says that gehe,.na, translated "hell", 
means destruction. One man might kill another 
one and that one would in due tiI(le be resur­
rected; lmt if God should destroy him he would 
destroy his very right to existence, and then 
there would be for him no resurrection. 

HalZes, translated ''hell'', means the condition 
of death from which there shall be a resurrec­
tion, Gehenna. means a condition of death from 
which there will be no resurrection. 

In Jesus' day the clergy were. his real enemies, 
although they claimed to represent Jehovah 
God. They were hypocrites, misrepresented J e­
hovall and misled the people. He plainly told 
them that they were the servants of the. Devil . 

• 

I 

• 
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. (John 8: 44) After he had entered the temple 
and driven out the money changers he delivered 
a discourse to the Pharisees and others of the 
clergy of that time, and in that connection he 
said to them: "Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers! how can ye escape the damnation of 
hell ," (Matthew 23: 33) The word gchenna is 
here used. These men bad sinned against ligbt. 
They lmew that he was the Messiah, and yet 
they persecuted him and sought to kill him. Be­
cause they had this light he was asking them 
the question, How is it possible for you to 
escape eternal destruction1-Hebl'ews 6: 4-6. 

One who slanders and speaks evil against 
another and stirs up strife seeks to destroy 
others. It is written : "The tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity: so is the tong~,e among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is 
set on fire of hell." (James 3: 6) The word here 
translated ''hell'' is gehenna, and clearly means 
des truction. 

TARTAROS 

The Greek word ta?·tm·os is rendered in the 
English Bible hy the word "hell". There seems 
to be no good reason why this should have been 
rendered "hell", except that it represents a con­
di tion of impri~onment of evil angels. Prior to 
the flood certain spirit creatures, or angels, de­
filed themselves with human creatures. A prog­
eny of wicked ones resulted on earth. The great 
deluge came and these offspring were destroyed. 
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But the evil angels were not destroyed. Con­
cerning them it is written : 

"For if God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment." (2 Pet. 2: 4) "A.nd the angels which 
kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hatb reserved in everlasting 
chains, nnder dark"Iless, unto the judgment of 
tlle great day." (Jude 6) But tllere is nothing in 
the Scriptures that says that any human crea­
ture ever went to such a place as ta,·ta,·os. It 
is a condition of restraint of certain evil angels 
who will finally be disposed of in the Lord's 
judgment time. 

It is understood that your son made no pre­
teJISe of being a Christian. The fOl'egoing scrip­
tures show conclusively that your son is dead, 
in the tomb or grave; that therefore he is wholly 
unconscious, being entirely out of existence ex­
cept in God's memory; and that in due tilDe he 
will be brought out of the death condition. Be­
fore examllling the Scripture~ upon this point it 
will first be of profit to determine the question: 

WRY DO MEN DIE? 

Your son was a bright young man. He was 
dutiful to you. He was guilty of no crime. He 
appeared to have a bright future, and you had 
great hopes for him. With propriety, then, you 
ask : "Why should my son die at all! W11Y 
should God take him away'" God did not take 
your son away. To understand why he should 
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die at all it is necessary to examine the history 
of man as fOlmd r ecorded in the Bible. 

The first man was created perfect and was 
given a perfect home on earth. He had the right 
to live on earth and was made the prince of the 
earth, being given complete authority to cOlltrol 
it. His perpetual enjoyment of these favors de­
pended o.n his obedience to God's law. Being a 
p erfect man, endowed with tlle faculty of rev­
erence, man worshiped his loving Creator, J e­
hovah God. 

Lucifer, a spirit son of God, was appointed 
by the Lord God as man's overseer ill Eden. 
Lucifer became ambitious to have the worship 
of man, that he might be like the :Most High. 
(Isa. 14: 12-15) Lucifer resorted to fraud and 
deceit to accomplish his purposes. He rea soned 
that he must first alienate mall from God and 
that then 11e, Lucifer, would appear in the eyes 
of man as his benefactor and entitled to hi s 
worship. He worked through tbe woman Eve 
and induced her to believe tha t God was not 
telling her and her husband the truth. 

Lucifer said to Eve : 'For God doth know tll at 
in the day yo eat tl1at food your eyes shall be 
opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil. Ye shall not surely die.' (Genesis 
3:4,5) Otherwise stated, he told. Eve that J e­
hovall was deliberately keeping her and Adam 
in the dark as to their rights alld privileges: He 
induced Eve to believe him, and she violated 
God's law. Adam learned what she had done 
and joined her in the transgression. (1 Timothy 
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2: 14) The result was that Adam lost every­
thing that he had received. 

THE JUDGMENT 

The judgment that God entered against Adam 
completely disproves the doctrine of etemru 
torment. You know that a retroactive law is re­
pugnant to man. It shocks even imperfect man's 
sense of justice. In malting the fundamental 
law of America it was provided that no ex 1JOSt 

facto law should ever be enacted. Surely God 
is better than man. If-the preachers are right 
in stating that God provided the place of eternal 
torment, and sent Adam into that condition with 
the othenvicked, then the penalty of thelawwas 
changed after Adam had sin ned; and if God did 
that, then he is guilty of making and enforcing 
an ex post facto law. Such a thing is absolutely 
inconsistent ,vith a just God, and it is written 
that justice and judgment are the foundation of 
J ehovall'S throne.-Psalm 89: 14. 

To Adam God declared Iris law, and then said: 
'If you violate it you sball surely die.' (Genesis 
2: 17) To die means to cease to erist. It means 
the absence of life. If man violated God's law, 
which he did, then God, to be consistent, must 
do with him exactly what he had stated he would 
do. The Lord God caused-fljis judgment to be 
recorded in the Bible, and it is so plain and un­
equivocal that even a preacher ought to be able 
to understand it. In that judgment there is no 
intimation of eternal torture or purgatory. That 
judgment reads: 

• 
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"And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of tJlY wife, and hast 
eaten of tJle tree of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all tJle days of thy life; tJlOrns al-so and 
tJlistles shall it bring forth to tbee; and thou 
shalt eat tJle herb of the field; in the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken : 
fo,· dt!st thot< m·t, Qmd wnto dt!st shalt thot! '·e­
turn."-Genesis 3 : 17-19. 

The doctrine of eternal torment was nevex 
heard of for more than four thousand years 
after Adam was sentenced to death. It is an in­
vention of the Devil himself, and promulgated 
for the p urpose of maiutaining his original lie, 
'There is no death.' The Devil saw that if man 
should believe the doctrine of the inherent uu­
mortality of tJle soul, then he must likewise be­
h eve that tJle wic.ked soul must be in torment 
somewhere; and tJlat if he could induce man to 
beheve that J ehovab God had given man an 
immortal soul that call1ot die, and had provided 
a place of eternal torture for that soul, then he 
would tmn mankind away from God and cause 
man to curse God. It is a part of the Devil's 
original scheme which he worked npon Eve, tJlat 
he migllt turn man away from the great J e­
hovah. The two doctriues of inherent immortal­
ity and eternal torment must stand or falI to­
gether; and both being 1m true, they must fall. 

Man was made of the elemeuts of the eaTth, 
and when he dies h e goes back to the dust ; aud 
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the breath of life, which God breathed into his 
nostrils, passes out of man back into space 
whence it came, and man is completely dead. 
-Ecclesiastes 3: 19; Psalm 146: 4. 

At the time Adam sinned he had no cllildren. 
His children were born after his expulsion from 
Eden. Because of sin Adam was sentenced to 
death. When his children were born they were 
imperfect, because the man under sentence of 
death could not transmit perfect life. Hence we 
read: "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother co.nceive me."-Psalm 51: 5. 

All the human race, then, have been born 
sinnC7rs; not because they wanted to be, but be­
eause there was no escape from it. "Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, 
fot' t]"l.t all hnvp. sinned." (Romans fi: 1.2) 'rhe 
Devil is r esponsible for CaUSiJlg man to sin, and 
therefor e the death of man can be charged di­
rectly to the Devil 

Now, your son was born without any right to 
life, for the reason that he inherited tIle result 
of Adam's violation of God's law. God must sen­
tence Adam to death, in order to be consistent; 
and siJlCe all of bis offspring were born withont 
a right to life, then death is the natural end of 
all the human family. Whether a man dies by 
accident 01' from disease it matters not. 

You might ask: Why has not God stopped 
death sooner? The answer is that God has per­
mitted the human race to go on uutil his own 
due time to lift tllem out of sin and degradation. 
If the dead are uncons,cious and "know not any-
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thing", then they are not suffering. If God in 
his due time will awaken them out of death and 
give them an opporttmity for life, then they have 
suffered no injury. We shall now see that God 
has made provision for the redemption of man 
in due time, and that each one shall have an in­
dividual opportunity to obey him and live for­
ever. 

RANSOM PROMISED 

In God's due time death will he destroyed, and 
then no more will die. "He will swallow up death 
in victory."~ (Isaiah 25: 8; Revelation 21: 4) 
These are promises of God, and all of God's 
promises are certain to be fulnlled in due time. 
(Isaiah 46 : 11; 55: 11) Another promise Jeho­
vah made is this: ''1 will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, 
I will he thy destructioD." (Hosea 13: 14) These 
promises of God would be of no avail if anyone 
who has died were i.n eternal torment. 

Be it noted that the foregoing promise is not 
to r edeem man from purgatory or eternal tor­
ture, hut the promise is to redeem him from 
death and from the power of the grave. It fol­
lows conclusively, therefore, that the present 
condition of the dead is that they are in the 
tomb, and not in any place or condition of con­
sciousness. Since God has made provision for 
the r edemption of man, death is often spoken of 
as sleep. In due time, then, the Lord will bring 
the dead out of that condition hack to life, if 
tIllS promise is true. But how could that he 
doneY you ask. Let us see. 
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Love meruls the complete expression of un­
selfishness. If you do sometlling for a person in 
order to aid him, and you do it l'egardless of 
whether he knows it Or does not Imow it, and 
you are unselfish in it, love is the motive that 
'prompts you. You loved your son ever since 
you had him. You would have done any tIl ing 
that you could have done for his good, whether 
he knew it or not. If your SOl) had gone wrong 
and YOll could have done sometlling to help him 
you would have done so gladly. 

Adam, the first man, was the son of God. He 
went wrong. God having made and announced 
his law, Adam, baving broken it, must pay the 
penalty. God could not let him go unpunished 
and maintain his own dignity and justice. But 
God il1uneiliately, because of hi s love for his son 
Adam, began to make provision for man's re­
demption and deliverauce. So wisely did he 
make his provision that he arranged that not 
only .Adam, but all of Adam's children, sh(lnJd 
be redeemed and given an opportunity for life, 
and that inclucj'es your son. 

But Adam and all his offspring would remain 
in deatll everlastingly had not God made some 
provision to grant them life. He could not con­
sistently r everse his own judgment, but he 

_could consistently make a provision for some 
one to take. the place of Adam in death that 
Adam and all Iris children might be relieved of 
the disability and have a chance to live. In Ilis 
law is this provision: 'A life may be given for 
another life.' (Deuteronomy 19: 21) That .pro-
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vision of the law was that if a perfect man 
could be found who would be willing to die in 
Adam's stead, then God could consistently re­
lease Adam and all of his offspring from death 
and the effects thereof. No man in all the earth 
could be fo und to meet the law's requirements, 
because all are the offspring of Adam.-Psalm 
49: 7. 

N ow mark the unselfishness of J ebovah God. 
As the great provision for man's r edemption 
unfolds to our eyes we can begin to truly ap­
preciate that· God is love. The beginning of 
God's creation was the Logos, his beloved Son. 
In obedience to the will of J ehovah the life of 
this beloved Son was transferred from the 
spirit to the human plane. He was begotten in 
the womb of Mary by the power of J ehovah. 
(Matthew 1: 18) He was born a perfect ehild, 
holy, harmless and separate from sinners. 

Wben this Son reached tilirty years of age, 
the age required for legal majority under the 
law, he was a perfeet man, exactly like Adam 
before Adam sinned. Now tile name of this be­
lovec! Son, originally the Logos but now a man, 
was Jesus. (Luke 1.: 31; Hebrews 7: 26) Why 
had .Jesus become a man ¥ Remember, God had 
promised to r ansom man from the power of the 
grave and from death. Jesus said that he came 
to give Iris life a ransom fo r man. (Matthew 
20: 28) He also said that he came that man 
might have life. (John 10: 10) TIle Scriptures 
plainly state that he was made a man, lower 
than the angels, that by the grace of God he 
migllt taste death for every man.-Hebrews 2: 9. 
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God loved his Son. He is the dearest One to 
J ehovah's heart. Because also of J ehovall's love 
for man, that he right have an opportlmity to 
live and that all the dead right be brought back 
and be given an oppornmity to live, he per­
mitted Iris Son J esus to die. It is written: "For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 11im 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. F or 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him right 
be saved."-Jo1111 3 : 16, 17. 

J esus c]jed and was raised from the dead. He 
died as a mau, and he must fOl"Cver remain dead 
as a man. He was resurrected by J ehovah as a 
c]jvine creature, and he then ascended into heav­
en and prese11ted the value of the perfect human 
life that he laid down as a ransom or redemptive 
price for man. He died, not only for one, but 
for all, and in due time all manlcind must be 
given a Imowledge of these facts in order that 
each one may have the opport1mity to accept 
the Lord and obey bim and live. 

It is written: "For this is good and accept­
able in the sight of God our Suviour; who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the. 
lmowledge of tlte truth . For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, the 
m,an Christ J esusj who gave l1imseH a ransom 
for all, to be- testiued in due time."-l Timothy 
2: 3-6. 

Why should J ehovah God have permUtcd his 
only beloved Son to die1 1f any of mankind are 
in eternal torment Jesus' death could not have. 
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resulted itl beneiit to them. The mass of man­
kind bave died without even knowing anything 
about the Lord, and if the preachers are. right 
these have all gone to eternal torment. The 
doctrine of purgatory and the doctrine of eter­
nal torment are absolutely contradictory to the 
great truth of the ransom sacrifice; and the 
Scriptures plainly state that the ransom sac­
rince is the means, and the only means, provided 
whereby man shall have an opportunity to live. 
(Acts 4: 12) Now in order to see how those who 
have died in ignorance shall have an opportu­
nity for life we proceed to examine tbat doctrine 
so clearly and wonderfully and beautifully 
taught in the Scriptures, to wit : 

THE RESURRECTION 

Man is the highest of the animal creation. 
He is of the earth, earthy, and made to be prince 
over all the animal creation. (1 Corinthians 
15: 47; Genesis 1: 26) All animals are souls. 
When an animal is dead it is a dead soul or 
creature or animal. A man dies like other ani­
mals, and all go into the same place, to wit, the 
grave. In proof of this it is writteJl: "For that 
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; 
even one thing befalleth them: as t)le. one dieth, 
so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; 
so that a man hath no preeminence abov.e a 
beast: for all is vanity. All go unto one place; 
all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again." 
-Ecclesiastes 3: 19, 20. 

No one would contend that any of the beasts 
are in purgatory or in eternal torment. They 
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are dead and out of existence. Lilte tllem, man 
is dead and 'knows not ~nythiug'. (Ecclesiastes 
9: 5) Man would remain dead forever were it 
not for tlle redemption God has provided, and 
then for tlle resurrection of tIle dead. Rcsunee­
tion means a restaniling to life; that is to saYI bringjng up to life again. ~rhe very word itsel 
implies tlJat those io be resul'l'ecled ar e d0nd. 
If the good go to heaven as soon as they c1ie, 
what would be tlle use of resu1'l'ecti ng them 1 

If any are in heavcn, pll1'gatory OJ' hell, ae­
cordulg to the preachers, they are still alive; 
therefore they could not be resm:rected. II' any 
are in eternal torment they could not be reSl1r­
rected, for two reasons, (1) because tlley would 
still be aJjve, and (2) because they would be 
doomed to that place eternally. If the reSUl'rec­
tion is true, then the doctrines of eternal tor­
ment and purgatory are absolutely false. 

The ScriptlU'es Tead: God "hath appoin ted a 
day, in the which he will judge tl,e world in 
righteousness, by tl,at man whom he hath or­
dained; whereof he hath given assurance un to 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead". (Acts 17: 31) How could Goel give "as­
surance unto all men" unless he brings ll,om to 
a knowledge of the trutll; a1\d how c0111d lIe 
bring them to a Imowledge of the truth unless 
he awakens them out of death 1 

Again, it is written: "There shall be a resnl'­
rection of the dead, bo th of Ole just anclnnj1'ist." 
(Acts 24: 15) The just are those who have been 
justified by reason of their faitll in Christ Jesns. 
I will explain tlJis further to you, in connection 
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with those WllO ultimately go to heaven. In cor­
roboration of this J esus said: 

"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life.; and 
they that l,ave done evil, unto the l'esurrection 
of [judgmentJ." (John 5: 28, 29) If any of the _ 

. dead are in purgatory' or eternal torment Jesus 
wonld have said so; but he said that they are in 
the grave and that they shall come forth. Note 
there are two classes; one class comes forth to 
the resnrrection of life, and the other class to a 
resurrection of judgmen t. 

HEAVENLY CLASS 

Nineteen hundred years ago Jesus ascended 
into heaven, and shortly thereafter the way was 
open for men to become his footstep followers. 
(1 Peter 2: 21) He said that men who would 
become his followers must deny themselves, take 
up their cross, and follow him. (Matthew 16: 24) 
He also plainly taught that he was coming again 
at the end of the world to receive unto himself 
those who had been faithful, and that these 
should be taken to heaven. This class is made 
up of what are called true Christians. There 
have been some of these in the Catholic church, 
some in the Protestant church, and some outside 
of all of the churches . 

. Men become Christians only between the first 
and second advents of our Lord. One becomes 
a Christian by having faith in God, and in the 

• 
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Lord J esus Christ as his Redeemer, and then 
by makmg a full consecration of himself to do 
God's will. God then justifies sueh a one. Justi­
fication means to be made right with God; that 
is to say, God counts him as right or l'ighteol1s 
in order that he nright be. a footstep follower 
of J esus.-Romans 5: 1, 9; 8: 33. 

God then begets him as a new cl'eature (James 
1: 18; 1 Peter 1: 1-3), and gives him, as a new 
creature, the promise that 110 may be a parLak r 
of the divine nature if he proves £aiLhl\11 in hi s 
obedience to the Lord. (2 P eter 1 : 4-11) Faith­
fulness to the Lord means to keep oneself sep­
arate from the world, the Devil's organization. 
(James 4:4; 2 Corinthians 6:17) The clergy­
men mix up with big business, politicians, and 
everything of thi s world which i~ a part of the 
Devil's organization. In addition to this they 
misrepresent the Lord, teach devilish doctrines, 
and make God appear a fi end. They could not 
be classed as just men or justified. 

The Christian is one who faithfully and un­
reservedly serves the Lord; and he must be. 
faithful in that, not for a short time, b11L >ts long 
as he is on the earth. The promise is: "Be I.h Oll 
faithful unto death, and I wi ll give thee the rl"OW I1 
of life." (Revelation 2: 10, R.TT.) 'Phis is I.ho 
class, then, who die as the "good" (J01111 5: 2D); 
and these are the ones who Ule Lord lW0111i 808 
shall participate in tll e chief reS111Tcc i iO I1 and 
shall be changed from human to sp'irit C]'ont lll 'OS 
at the resurrection, and who shall then go Lo 
heaven and there be forever wiLh the 1 ,owl. 
(Revelation 20: 6; 1 Corinthians 15: 49-54) 

• 
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These are rewarded by being made immortal. 
None other are made immortal. . 

INHABITERS OF THE EARTH 

Your son never made any pretense of being a 
Christian. He, like all of us, was born without 
the right to live, by r eason of Adam's sin. He 
was therefore c.vil in the sight of the Lord. But 
that does not mean that God sent him to eternal 
torment. He died; and now, says J esus, aU that 
have done evil shall come forth to the resurrec­
tion of judgment. (John 5: 29) The Devil caused 
the word for "judgment" in the Bible to be mis­
translated "damnati9n", in order to bolster up 
his theory of etel'1lal torture. 

The mass of those who have died have been 
of this sinner or evil class. They never heard 
of the Lord, and knew nothing about the means 
of salvation. But they are going to be awakened 
and have a judgment or trial, and an oppor­
tunity for life. Then they must be brought to a 
Imowledge of the truth, in order to be able to ac­
cept the Lord and obey him. If faithful under 
trial, then their I·eward shall be life on the earth. 

It is written that God made the earth for 
man's habitation, and that he made it not in 
vain. (Isaiah 45: 12, 18) The earth will remain 
here forever. (Ecclesiastes 1: 4) It is to be the 
home of restored man. 

Now before these blessings can come the dead 
must be awakened out of the grave. The resur­
rection of the dead is an absolute certainty. The 
resurrection of these cannot be gainsaid. (1 Co­
rinthians 15: 3-20) The Scriptural argument is 
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this: "Now if Christ be preached that lI e r ose 
from the dead, how say some among you that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there be no r esurrection of the dead, Dlon is 
Christ not risen. .A..nd if Clnist be not rRi. ed, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in yOU\" sins. ~I'hon 
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ. at·o 
perished." (1 Corinthians 15: 12, 13, J7, J8) Noto 
that the sc!"ipture does not say that they llUvo 
gone to eternal torment; but it does say I hat 
if there is no resulTection, then those who have 
fallen asleep in death are perished, which mcans 
gone completely out of existence. 

The Scriptural al·gument continues: ,rEnt 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the fi rstfruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resur­
rection of the dead. For as in .A..dam alJ die, 
even so in ChTist shall all be made alive. But 
every man in his own order: Cbrist tbe first­
f!"nits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming."-l Corinthians 15: 20-23. 

THE KINGDOM 

That which stands out prominently in the 
Scriptures is the kingdom of God . .A..ll tho proph­
ets foretold the coming kingdom; and J eSlls 
taught conce!"ning the lcingdom, and likewise 
did the apostles. By that is meant God's king­
dom, with Christ as King to rnle mId I1losa nil 
the families of the earOI. Now note what tllo 
Lord is going to do, amongst other thjngs, dur­
ing his r eign; 
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"For },e must reign, till he hath put all en­
emies lmder his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death." (1 Corinthians 15: 25, 
26) You will note that death is spoken of as an 
enemy; and indeed it has been a great enemy 
to the human family. Wl1en I came b,to your 
home this evening I noticed, of course, that you 
were all sad; and this reminds me of a precious 
promise that God has put in his Word, which I 
now want to read to you that you may have com­
fort therefrom. It reads: 

"Thus saith the Lord, A voice was beard in 
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Racbel 
weeping for her children refused to be com­
forted for her children, because they were not. 
Thns saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for thy 
work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and 
they shall come again from the land of the en­
emy. And there is hope in thine end, saith the 
Lord, that thy children shall come again to their 
own border."-Jeremiah 31: 15-17. 

"The land of the e.nemy" is the tomb, the 
grave, the condition of death; and here is the 
promise that there is hope for your son, because 
he Sllall come again to his own border, his own 
country, back to tlns earth and life. Since J esns 
provided the great ransom sacrifice, which must 
be for the benefit of all men the dead must be 
awakened.and given a lmowledge of that fact. 

You will observe that death is spoken of in the 
Scl"iptures as "sleep"; therefore all the human 
race have died and sleep in Jesus. Now note 
that it is written: "But I would not have you to 
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be ignorant, brethren, concel'ning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For jf we believe that Jesus 
died and rose agam, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring witl, him. Where­
fore comfort one another with Lhese words." 
(1 Thessalonians 4: 13,14,18) A 1m owl edge of 
these things brings comfort to sad hearts. God 
wants the people to be comforted. IT e do s not 
want them to be frightened . 

The disciples of the Lord went Forth to preach 
to the people messages of comfort, and all who 
have believed on the Lord are instructed to com­
fo rt those whom they find in SOlTOW. (2 Corin­
thians 1: 3-6) Many men claim to be preachers 
of the gospel who are not. "Gospel" means good 
news; and these men who have been preaching 
purgatory, hell -fire and brimstone have been 
bringing anything but good news to the people. 

The people have sorrowed greatly when they 
have been told either that their loved ones dying 
outside the church are in purgatory, suffCl'ing 
beyond human description, or that they arc in 
eternal torture, there to remain forever. God 
never purposed that tlle people shonld be tl1\1ght 
thus. It never entered hi s mind. ~rhis has b~cn 
purely a scheme concocted by tlle Devil, to blind 
the minds of the people to the real trnth and 
turn them away from J ehovah Goel. rt is plnin ly 
written ill tlle Scriptures that Sat.on hns blinderl 
the people for this very reason.-2 Corinthians 
4: 3, 4. 

One who is a CI11'istia" is commissioned or t.h e 
Lord to preach good news unto the Loachabl , 
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to bind up the broken-hearted, and to comfort 
those that mourn. (Isaiah 61: 1, 2) The preach­
el'S of purgatory, hell-fITe and brimstone have 
not done this. They have used these devilish 
doctrines for a selfish purpose, to bring to them­
selves revenue. I wish you would examine tJle 
Scriptures as to how the Devil has been deceiv­
ing men and opposing righteousness for the 
past six thousand years. 

There is a book published by the Interna­
tional Bible Students Association under the 
-title Delive,'a,'!ce. It describes man's c::..-periences 
and the opposition of the Devil to God and to 
righteousness, from the time of Eden until now. 
It tJlen SllOWS from the Scriptures that the Lonl 
is going to destroy the Devil's organization, re­
stl'llin the Devil himself, open the eyes of the 
people to the truth, bring the dead back to earth 
and unite them with the living, and give the 
people peace and happiness. That wilLbe true 
deliverance; and the people will be delivered 
from false teachers and from sickness and sor­
row and death, and they shall be happy_ 

CONTRAST 

I want to just contrast a few of the great 
truths taught by God's Word with the fiendish 
and devilish things taught by Satan and his 
representatives: 

God gave to man the right to live, and said: 
'If you obey me you shaillive, but if you disobey 
you shall surely die.'- Genesis 2 : 16, 17. 
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Satan said: 'God is trying to deceive man 
and keep him in ignorance. He surely shall not 
die.'-Genesis 3: 4, 5. 

God sentenced man to death becallse or the 
violation of his law. 

Satan began to teach the. doctrine of inl1Cl'cnt 
immortality, and that the dead arc more alivc 
than they were before they (lied. 

God in hls Word says that tile dend nrc 1111-
conscious, that they are in the grave, and that 
they know not anything.-Psalm 146: 4; lCrcle­
siastes 9: 5. 

The Devil promulgated the lie tllat a few good 
church members have gone to heaven and that 
a great many more-persons have gone to purga­
tory to be punished until prayed out by preach­
ers for revenue, but that the mass of humanity 
have gone to eternal torment. 

God's Word teaches that he is love and righ t­
eousness.-1 John 4: 8. 

The Devil and hls emissaries teach that Ood 
is a fiend who is going to torment hls creatures 
forever. 

God magnifies in hls Word the great ransom 
sacrifice. which he provided that men might livc. 
-1 Timothy 2: 5, 6. 

The Devil and his emissaries on eal'th trl\Ch 
the doctrines of purgatory and eternnl tormCllt, 
wllich deny the great ransom sacl'ifI '0. 

God's Word teaches that the dead sImI! he 
resurrected.-Acts 24: 15. 

The Devil and his Clnissal'ies teach (,hat. U,OHO 
who die are immortal and in fact nrc not d ltd; 
and therefore. they deny tIle resuTl'ection, 
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God's Word teaches that in his own due time 
he is going to restore the obedient ones or tI,e 
human race and give tll em an everlasling home 
on earth, and tlley shall have eternal happiness. 
-Acts 3: 19.21; Matthew 18: 11. 

The Devil and his emissaries teach that the 
earth is merely a breeding ground rOl'lmmanHy, 
and that a few of these God gels to hcnv n hilt 
that the rest of them go to pmgato "Y 01' 1.0 
eternal torture. 

Of course we have no personal enmity agninst 
the preachers or anybody else; but smely tiny· 
one can see that men who preach inherent im· 
mortality of souls, purgatory and eternal lor· 
ment, even though claiming to be clergymrn, 
are promulgati'ng the Devil's lies and are there­
fore the instnunents of Satan tll~ Devil. If these 
doctrines of the preachers were right, then 
there would be no hope for your son. But they 
are not right. The Scriptures p1!unly teach, not 
only that there is hope for YO\lr son, but tlmt he 
is certain to be brought back from death andlJe 
given an opportunity for life everlasting. 

[TJll'oughout the conversation young. '111111 'r l 
had followed every point. At this stage l,e cOl1ld 
not contain himself any longer. Jnmping liP ho 
exclaimed: "Oh Daddy, Daddy, whoopeo I 1 got 
it! The Devil made us all believe hi s lie ahout 
Adam and everybody else: Adam is not in ]111" ­
gatory or torment, but is in the grllvr, ancl he 
is coming back to us. The preach 1'S that tol,l 
the people to stay away from that Ie Lll"e hn v 
been tellil1g the Devil's lie. I sec it now I Why, 
Johnny Jones told a. lie the other day at school, 
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and teacher made him turn his coat wrong side 
out and stand up in the cornel'; and all the boys 
stuck out their tongues at him because he lied, 
Daddy, is that the reason why the preachers 
wear their waistcoats and collars wroug side 
in front, because they have been telling the 
Devil's lie''' ] 

MI:, Remnant continued: 
The question of the lad suggests some scrip­

tures Wllich show that ere long these preachers 
will be held very much in contempt, because of 
the false doctrines they have told to the peo­
ple, For many, many years they have taught 
purgatory and hell-fire, and thereby have huilded 
up a tremendous ecclesiastical system which has 
become part of the ruling factors of this world, 
They preach the young men into war and tell 
them that if they die on the battlefield they will 
go straigllt to heaven; and those who do not 
want to go and loll their fellow man, they tell 
them, must go to hell, 

Now some of the preachers are admitting 
that there is no such place as eternal torment, 
and the papers are publishing their admissions, 
As the people get their eyes open the preachers 
become contemptible in their eyes, Wllen the 
people learn' how they have been misled, snrely 
these men who have been instrumental in teach­
ing the people such God-dishonoring doctrines 
as purgatory and tOl'ment will he in contempt, 

The clergy will not then want to mark them­
selves as preachers by the ldnd of garb they now 
we-ar, In fact they will try to hide their identity, 
They will be so ashamed of themselves that they 
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will claim that they never were preachers hnt 
that they were taught to herd swine and cattle. 
This is clearly indicated by the word. of (he 
prophet. Of course God foreknew llic com so 
they would take, and he caused this to ho wTit­
ten propheticaDy coneeTnil!g them: 

"And it shall come to pass in that clay, thnt 
the prophets [preachers] shall bo nshamed 
everyone of his vision, when he hnth proph­
esied [preached]; neither 'hall thoy wru I' It 

rough garment to deceive: but he shall sny, 1 
am no prophet [preachCl'], t am an hushltnd­
man; for man taught me to keep caLLIe I"'om my 
youtl1. And Ol!e shall say unto him, What ,1/'(' 
these wounds i,] tl,ine hands? Then ho shall 
answer, Those Witll which I was wounded in 
the house of my friends."-Zechariah 13: 4-6. 

The word "prophet" means "preacher". Be it 
noted that then they shall not wear garments to 
deceive, as they do now. They will deny that 
they were preachers. They will do this in Ol'der 
to escape ilie contempt of the people. "The honso 
of my friends" means the Devil's organi7.ation, 
wllicll house is made up of the commercial, po­
li tical and ecclesiastical crowd. Other scriptu l'cs 
also show that the preachers are goieg to geL 
wounded in that house.-RevelaLion 17: 16, 17; 
J eremiah 25 : 34-36. 

There is no more honorable and blesR d VOCIt­
tion than preachieg the trut.h or God's Word. 
To preacll the "gospel" means to bring "good 
news" to those who desire to heal'. Hut tl,o Lord 
God never pnrposed .that the telling of the good 
news should be commercialized, much Id!ls the 
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telling of bad news. He sent a host of angels 
from heaven to preach good news at the birth 
of Jesus. (Luke 2: 9-11) Tlris compauy of heav­
enly messengers declared that in (Iue time tiris 
good news should come to all people. There was 
no charge made for the heavenly message. 

Jesus preached for three and a hal f years 
when he was on earth, and never took up a col­
lection. Panl made tents for a living while he 
went about and preached the gospel. Tllese 
faithfnl teachers of God's Word brought com­
fort to the hearts of those made sad. It is a 
privilege to do that. 

In attempting to ten this good news I am not 
fighting against men, bnt against tile Devil and 
his allies. I believe it to be the duty of every 
man to help hi R fellow man to get free from 
error and delusi0J1, and to get that which will 
be beneficial to man. 

Yon ask why the papers do not pnblish these 
things that I have told you. My answer is this: 
The Devil has a great organization on earth, 
because he is the god of the world. (2 Corin­
thians 4:3,4; John 12:31) There are three 
combined factors that are the visible rnlers of 
the world; namely, the commercial, political and 
religious elements. The chief ones in the church­
es are the ultrarich and the politicians. The 
preachers have made them the pl'inciplfl of the 
flock. The commercial and political elements 
arrange for war, and the preache.rs lU'ge the 
mell to go to war. 

The big newspapers are owned by the rich 
and are used by the politicians. and since the 
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preachers are a part of the 01'ganization they 
insist that the papers shall give no advel'ti se­
ment to the truth concerning God's WOl'd, 'I'hnt 
is the very reason why the pl'eaclicl's in this 
town told their congregations to stay away 1'1'0111 
the Town Hall and not to listen to the Ic('llll'o 
given there on ""IV-HERE ARE ~' r ilU n II:A 1) 1" 
The master mind back of all oC this is Salan, 
who wants to l<eep the people conlinul1l1 y in t,he 
chirlc But the time has cOl11e 1'01' t.he peo]1l~ t.o 
know the truth, and they are beginning lo gel 
theu eyes opened, 

h."INGDOM AT RA..'I1l 

The long-promised kingdom of Mcsainll is 
here, God indicated in his Word that 110 WOllid 
not interfere with the Devil's earthly ol'ganiza­
tion until the end of tbe Gentile times, Jeans 
pointed out that that day should he indicated by 
a world war, famine, pestilence, revQlutions, 
return of J ews to Palestine, and distress or na­
tions, (Matthew 24th chapter ; Luke 21 st chap­
tel') These pl'o,phecies began to have thei I' I'n 1-
filment in 1914, 

The command of the Lord is. that tllon "t hi s 
gospel of the ldngdom sllall be preached 'in nil 

, the world for a witness 1111to aU nations; 1111<1 
then shall the end come", (Matthow 24: 14) 
Wben the peoples of earth have been illrorl11 pd 
about these great things, and til0 l'nling classes 
refuse to hear the Lord, then thel'e shall rollow 
a time of trouble such as \Jle w01'lrl line nOVO l' 
known, (Matthew 24: 2], 22) And then nil tho 
people shall be brought to a lmowlcdgo oC t.he 
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fact that the kingdom is here and shall learn of 
the blessings it will bring. 

RIGHTEOUS GOVER.t~MENT 

God's propllet foretold that Iris anointed Son, 
the Messiah, should be King, that is to say, the 
invisible Ruler; that he would have Iris right­
eous represe.ntatives on earth; that the govern­
ment would rest upon the sllOulder of the great 
Messiah; and that he would rule in righteous­
ness, and Iris representatives with justice. 
(Isaiah 9: 6, 7; 32: 1) I shall not ask you to 
listen to me now to tell you of the many bless­
ings the kingdom wiIJ bring to the people. 

You will pernrit me to refer you to a book 
called The ~arp of God. It is published by the 
International Bible Students Association, It 
gives a plain and clear statement of the divine 
provision for the blessing of 1:]le people under 
the reign of the great Messiah. At this time, 
however, I wish to tell you of what you may e.'{­
pect for your son during the reign of the great 
Messiah, which is even now begun: 

RESTORATION 

The establishment of 'the Lord's kingdom will 
begin the "times of restitution of all things, 
wlrich God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began". (Acts 
3: 21) Restitution means to restore that whlch 
is lost. The first man whom God made was made 
perfect, and was given the right to rule the 
earth. Because of sin he lost the right to life, 
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the r ight to be prince of the cart]), nncll.llo 1'igllt 
to a perfect government. 

The Lord JeS"llS, nineteen lnmdrod y~'\I'S AgO, 
by his death and resurrection p1'ovirl~d I he g l·~"t 
redemptive price for man, unci nil his ri"hI8. 
Otherwise stated, Jesus b011ght ovol'ylhill l( 111,,1 
man had lost, and bougbt it with his OWn hloo!!. 
It is his right, tben, in God's due lillie 1.0 rOHI,"'o 
life to the lnullall race. vVhy has not. Clnd 1'0· 
stored it before I answer, that (io,l 's l'ov('lIi"d 
purpose is that between Ule time of tho 1'08111'· 
rection of the LOl'd Jesus and the Rettill V; lip 01' 
his kingdom he has been taking ont fro III till' 
world a people for his name, and that wIlen this 
is done, then the Lord sets up his kingdom "lhat 
the residue of meu might seek after the Lord". 
-Acts 15:17. 

Four thousand years ago God made promise 
to AbraJlam, in these words: 'In thy seed sha 11 
all the families of the earth he blessed.' (Genesis 
12: 3; Galatians 3: 8) The "seed of Ahrahnm" 
is Christ, the anointed One. (GaJatians 3: 1 G, 
27,29) This "seed" is what the Lord God hilS 
been developing during the time from th rrsIII·· 
rectiotl of Jesus to the setting up of his kingdom. 
Then shall follow the restoration to mankl"d 
of everything that has beel1 lost. Evel'Y one or 
tlie prophets of Qod foretold these clays of ('PH· 
toration. The prophets did not lluclc('s lan,l \lIn 
meaning of these pl'ophecies, hut God llsed t hCIn 
to make a record for the benent of lhr pnopic 
who are bow on earth. 

The first work of restoralion will be' to rJphti 
up tbO'se who are now on earth. G od'~ pro]lhet 

• 
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shows that with the coming of the KiJlg he 
would be r ejected by the rulers of the world, in­
cluding the clergymen. (Psalm 2: 2-8; I saiaJl 
8: 14; 28 : 16) Then the hail of truth shall sweep 
away til e r efuge of lies, and disclose the hiding 
places of these lies, that the people may know 
the truth and that tile eyes of their IDlderstaud­
ing may be opened. (Isaiah 28: 17; 25 : 7) That 
work is now beginning. 

In the course of time all the dead shall be 
awakCllCd. Those who have died in recent years 
will come back in due time, and those who are 
living on the eartll at their coming will be r eady 
to r eceive them. While tiley are yet praying 
God to sel]d back their loved ones these will 
come.-Isaiah 65: 24. 

God will awaken mankind out of death and 
give them, not the old body that went into the 
tomb, hut a body reasonably sound and suited to 
tileir purposes. (·1 Corintilians 15: 38) Those 
awakened out of death will begin to get a knowl­
edge of tile truth; and as they learn of the good­
ness and loving-kindness of God they will see 
what wonderful things he has done for them, 
and then they will obey. 

But, you may ask, why will not the Devil de­
ceive them at that time and keep them from 
knowing the truth, even as he has done in the 
past ' The answer is that during that period of 
time Satan shall be bound that he may deceive 
the people 11 0 more. God will not permit him to 
deceive them.-Revelation 20: 1-3 . 

• 
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THE HIGHWAY 

A highway, as you)mow, is fl, way r01' 1100pl0 
to traveL In our time highway~ arc W(·11 nl,trkod 
ways for going to and fro. God uses n hi ghway 
to illustrate the way of retul'ning Lo him lhrough 
Christ's kingdom. He canseel hi s pl'Oph~l. In 
write it this way: "And an l1i ghwlty shli ll 1>0 
the.re, and a way, and it . hall b ('nllrd, '1'111' 
way of holiness ; the unclean shall nol. PO MH OVIlI' 
it; but it shall be for those: thr wltyl'nl'illp; 111('11 , 
though fools, shall not rr thrl'('in."- IKni1l 1> 
35: 8. 

The Lord shall show the 1100pl0 I he WIly to go 
over that highway, and tha t way will ho hy 
wholly devoting themselves to th Lord; Uwrn­
fore it is called "The way of holiness". The Lord 
wilJ not permit the unclean to PMS ovel' it; h111. 
those who strive to do l-ight lhe Lord will gmd­
uall y lead, and give them health and stl'ongth 
until they are. fully restored; and then tllO i n­
habitants shall JIOt say, "I am sick" (Isaiah 
33: 24), for the Lord will bring tl1em health and 
cure, and give them an abundance oE pence and 
truth. (J el'emiah 33: 6) That will be It hltppy 
time. 

I again call yom attention to the fa,et tha t I ho 
Lord Jesus gave his life a ransom Io r n 11, 10 ho 
testified to all in due time. (1 Timothy 2: 5, 6) 
Now, says God's prophet, referring to I ho til1lo 
of restitution: "The ransomed of th .I Jorcl sinLiI 
return, and come to Zion with songs, nnd vo,'­
lasting joy upon their heads: they shnll ohlain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and s ighing ahall 
flee away."-Isaiah 35: 10. 
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"Zion" here means God's organization, of 
which Christ is the Head, the King and Ruler. 
The people will CQme to that organization with 
everlastingjoyupon their heads. They will learn 
the truth. They will obtain joy and gladness, 
and their sorrow and sighing shall end for ever. 

Restoration or restitution will be going on for 
a thousand yeaTs. Those who r efuse to obey the 
Lord will be destroyed with an everlasting de­
struction. (2 Thessalonians 1: 9; Acts 3: 23) 
But all those who obey the Lord and try to do 
right shall be aided and led in the right way, 
and at the end thereof will be granted life ever­
lasting upon the earth. Man, Ulen fully restored 
to life and all the rights incident thereto, and 
having a just and perfect government upon the 
eartll in which peace shall reign completely and 
forever, will have come to a full restoration of 
all tlJat was lost in Adam. Then you and the 
other members of your family, united with your 
son who has died, all of you rendering your­
selves in obedience to the Lord, shall live and 
not die. The promise of the Lord is tlJat those 
who have done bad but who then turn to right­
eonsness and wall, righteously before the Lord 
shall live and shall never die.-EzekieI18: 27, 28. 

Jesus illustrated this when he was on earth. 
Lazarus was his friend. He often visited at the 
home of Lazarus andllis sisters. Jesus and his 
disciples were. some distance away from the 
home of Lazarus when, turning to his disciples, 
he said: "Our frie.nd Lazarus steepeth." One of 
his disciples replied: "Lord, if he sleep, he shall 
do well." But Jesus knew that Lazarus was 
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dead, and he was ,speaking of hiR denl". (,Ju"n 
11: 11-13 ) Jesus proposed now 1.0 H" llW II (PHt1 
clisciples, and thereafter othel's who \VOl lld 1('111'11, 
the real condition of the dead; and w""!., ill 
God's due. time, should come to I." ~ 1I1. '''I' IINI 
said J esus unto them plainly, 1,a1.anIH iM cl Pll cl; 
and I am glad for your sakes I.llnl. I WIIH IIllt 
there, to the intent ye may believe; nevNIIH,I"HH 
let us go unto him. Then when J I' '11 H "'UIlt' , hll 
found that he had lain in the grave 1'11111' dll YH 
already."-John 11: 14, 15, 17. 

I s it not strange that the people have b"li\\wd 
the preachers and not the Lord ' Acconling I.Il 
the. preachers, if Lazarus was a good man I", 
had been in heaven those four days ; or, i r he 
was a bad man, he had been in either PUl'gfl.l.ol'Y 
or eternal torment! But J esus plainly soid: 
"Lazarus is dead." (John 11: 14) J esus tllt)n 
went to Bethany. He went to the tomb whero 
Lazarus was buried. "Then they took away I II 
stone from the place where the dead WII S llliti. 
And J esus lifted up his eyesJ and said, 1 ~I\l ll(\l ', 
I thanl, thee that thou hast heard me. i\ lid r 
knew that thou hearest me always: bul. h(' ('III1 HO 
of the people which stand by I said H, I hnl Illey 
may believe that thou hast sent me. i\ nd wlll'll 
he tbus had spokell, he cried wilh a 101ld vlli,'c, 
Lazarus, come forth. And he I.hnt WI1M cl,'nd 
came forth, bound hand and root wil." ~I'IIV"­
clothes: and his face was bonnd aholll willi It 

napkin. J esus said unto the111, ],OOH" "il1\ , IIlIrI 
let him go."- J ohn n: 41-44. 

Here is the positive proor as 1.0 111( \ Mlldil iOIl 
of the dead. If Lazams had been ill 11 'IWCII 11 
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would not have been wea,ring those graveclothes. 
Had he been in purgatory or eternal tormen t he 
would have had them burned off before the first 
day was over. Be it noted that J esus did not 
call him back from heaven 01' fTom purgatory, 
but he had the tomb opened, and then calred, 
"Lazarus, come forth," and Lazarus came forth. 
J esus thus showed that the dead aTe in the tomb, 
in the gTave, and that in God's due time he shall 
awaken them. 

It was on that occasion that J esus said to 
Martha: "I am the r esurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoeveT liveth and be­
lieveth iu me shall neveT die. Believest thou 
thi s'" (John 11: 25, 26) This pToves that the 
day is coming, now not far distant, when the . 
LOTd, as he promised, will awaken all that are 
in death and bring them back to life ; and then, 
according to the words of J esus, 'He that lives, 
and believes on me, shall never (lie.' 

On another occasion J esus said: "Verily, ver-
' J ily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, 

he shall never see death." (John 8: 51) Now, 
until the time comes no one can keep the sayings 
of the Lo\'d. When the time comes, and these 
dead ones are awakened and given a knowledge 
of the truth , then if they keep the sayings of the. 
LOl'd they shall live and shall never die again. 
And those living on the eaTth when r estoration 
begins, if they are obedient to the Lord, shall 
live and shall never die. 

Because we st!!J1d now in the great transi­
tional period when the Lord is here, and the 
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knowledge of the truth is begi nning tn (:(0 I,n 
the people, when J ehovah God hA A pin ned hi H 
beloved Son upon his tllronc, it (''' II IInw II( 
confidently stated that there are mil1iOlIH nl' JI lin 
pIe living on this eartll who will n V~ I ' !li<', lin, 
cau.se they will Imow and obey tl,O tl'utll, 
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