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PREFACE

EHOVAH made man a free agent, holding
] him responsible for his intelligent acts. Je-

hovah never prevents man from expressing
his mind, Intolerance does not at all apply to
Jehovah and those who faithfully obey him.
Satan the enemy has at all times held men in
darkness and attempted to compel them to he-
lieve and practice what selfish men have tanght
them. Satan the Devil is the author and pro-
moter of all intolerance. Whenever you find men
or organizations trying to prevent others from
hearing the truth, then you may be certain that
such men or organizations are the servants of
the Devil, regardless of what claims are made
for them.

The Catholic hierarchy has been and is the
most intolerant organization on earth. Falsely
claiming that the pope is the one endowed with
authority to interpret the Seriptures the Cath-
olie hierarchy has kept the people in ignorance
of the Bible and influenced them not to read it,
and induced them to believe only what the Cath-
olic hierarchy has taught. The result is that
millions of good, honest people who desire to
know the truth of the Secriptures have not had
the opportunity to learn it. When anyone tells
the truth to the people of and concerning the
Bible the Catholic clergy ery out against such

3



4 PREFACE

faithful witnesses of the Lord and say, “Intol-
erant bigots,” like the robber who, desiring to
divert attention from his own wrongful acts,
cries out, “Stop, thief!”

The front cover of this booklet is an illustra-
tion of cruel intolerance and persecution carried
on by the Catholic hierarchy and their allies
against Jehovah’s witnesses, What follows in
these pages explains why intolerance is prac-
ticed at the present time. The lectures appear-
ing herein were broadcast by radio and by hun-
dreds of transeription machines, and are now
prepared in printed form for those who desire
more knowledge.

The truth is of most yital importance to
everyone. No organization should be permitted
to stand in your way of getting the truth. Let
no one deprive you of your individual privilege
to learn of Jehovah and his gracious provision
for your blessing. Study carefully the treatise
herein. Get knowledge and understanding and
learn the Lord’s way and rejoice.



INTRODUCTION

O ENABLE the readers to have a better
appreciation of the speech of Judge Ruth-
erford which follows, a brief explanation

of the cirenmstances surrounding at the time of
its delivery is here made. This introduction is
made by A. K. Wagner.

On a certain Sunday in June, 1933, upward.
of fifty Christian men and women were arrested
in Plainfield, N. J., and crowded into hot cells
and kept there overnight without trial. These
Christians were calling at the homes of the peo-
ple and telling them about God’s kingdom for
which Jesus taught all of his followers to pray;
and this was the offense for which they were
arrested. This good news angered the servants
of Satan, the Catholic elergy of that community,
who induced law officers to cause the arrest of
these good people. In the absence of necessary ac-
commodations these men and women wereicom-
pelled to stand up all night, and next day were
taken into court, where a farce trial was had
by a highly prejudiced judge. Having no evi-
dence against these Christians the judge of the
court wrongfully compelled them to answer
questions, the answers of which he construed
against them, and refused to permit them to

give testimony in their own behalf. Then this
b



6 INTRODUCTION

unrighteous judge committed them all to Jjail
for a term of ten days. The treatment of these
Christians was so outrageous that it shocked
the sensibilities of honest people who heard
about it. At the time Judge Rutherford was in
Europe, and, being informed of the persecution
of these Christian peopIe, he immediately cabled
to engage a theater building and certain radio
stations to be used to convey his speech, which
he would deliver to the publie, on the subject
“WHY IS RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE
PRACTICED IN THIS COUNTRY TODAY #”

The chief of police, a Roman Catholie, tried
to prevent this meeting from being held. On
the day before the speech was to be delivered
a number of Christian men and women were
distributing small handbills announcing the time
and place of the meeting. This they had a per-
fect right to do, as there is no ordinance in
Plainfield, and no other law, that prohibits such
distribution ; besides, it was done for the people
who might wish to come. Without any lawful
right or excuse the distributors of these hand-
hills were arrested by police officers and thrown
into jail. Shortly thereafter police officers near
the jail were heard discussing the matter of the
distribution of these announcements that Judge
Rutherford would speak next day at the Strand
Theater, and one was heard to say to another:
“He will be here tomorrow, and he will get what
is coming to him.”

i



INTRODUCTION 7

For many centuries the Catholic hierarchy
has operated the most cruel, wicked and defam-
atory organization that has ever been on the
earth. They employ coercion and the gag, and
any other unlawful means necessary to accom-
plish their eruel purposes. When they want
gomeone killed they make the killer believe that
the priests can fully absolve him from all wrong
and clear him from all punishment, either here
or hereafter.

Two hours before the time for this meeting
to begin armed policemen began to arrive at
the theater. No one had invited them to come
and no request had been made for any police
protection, and none was needed, because it was
a peaceable assembly for the discussion of a
Bible matter, which the Constitution of the
United States guarantees shall be held without
interruption. Manifestly at the instance of cruel
religionists these law officers were there, more
than sixty in number, armed with heavy revolv-
ers, sawed-off shot guns, riot guns and other
ingtruments of destruction. Just before the be-
ginning of the lecture police officers made an
effort to provoke Judge Rutherford to a con-
troversy, with the manifest purpose of finding
some excuse to prevent the meeting. But in
this they had no success. When Judge Ruther-
ford stepped to the front of the platform to
speak he was literally surrounded by armed
men, as though he were a desperate eriminal,
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With guns to'the back of him and in front of
him and on every side he delivered the speech
which now you are about to read. The judge
of the court who had conducted the farce trial,
and who at the time had indulged*in cruel and
improper speech toward the defendants, and
who had defamed the name of Jehovah by his
public declavations, sat immediately in front of
the speaker and was compelled to listen, to-
gether with other officers who were doing the
bidding of the Roman hierarchy. Of course, the
representatives of the Catholiec hierarchy would
not know what God has promised, as stated in
Psalm 34:7: “The angel of the Lord encampeth
round ahout them that fear him, and delivereth
them.” The speaker proceeded to fearlessly and
plainly point out to the audience that packed
the theater, and to the far greater unseen audi-
ence by radio, why the Catholic hierarchy, which
claims to represent (God, constantly indulges in
the persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses. With
keen interest you will now read Judge Ruther-
ford’s speech,



INTOLERANCE
Religious Intolerance: Why

HIS SPEECH is not made for the purpose
of holding up to ridicule or denouncing
men for their misconduct and wickedness,

even though there are those in this community
and in this auditorium who justly deserve much
castigation. Jehovah God will inflict punish-
ment on them in his due time. My work is
that of one of his witnesses to tell the facts.
We have reached the time of greatest erisis in
the history of man, and it is of vital importance
that everyone know the facts and the reason
for the existence of the same.

This speech is not made for the unfaithful
clergy, nor for their blind dupes who attempt
to hide behind the law and shield themselves in
the performance of their wrongful acts. It is
made for the benefit of the people who desire
righteousness and fair dealing and who are
anxious to follow out that course. Men claiming
to be law-abiding citizens of New Jersey have
tried to prevent the holding of this meeting and
to thereby prevent you from hearing the truth.
Even the chief of police of this city has asked
the owner of this theater to cancel his contract

9



10 INTOLERANCE

for the use thereof on this occasion, and that
after the full rental price had been paid. The
owner preferred to honorably stand by his con-
tract rather than to yield to sinister influence.
I ask you to calmly and dispassionately follow
my speech to the end, and I hope that you may
receive benefit therefrom.

It is necessary for me to briefly refer to cer-
tain events that have recently come to pass in
this vicinity. A few weeks ago in the city of
Plainfield more than fifty good ecitizens, and
known to the officials to be harmless, were ar-
rested without warrant or cause and thrown
into prison. Twenty-nine of these prisoners
were good, honest and faithful women. At the
time the weather was exeeedingly hot, and yet
these twenty-nine women were crowded into
three small cells, each made for one person, and
most of them compelled to stand up all night.
The next morning they were fingerprinted as
though they were desperate eriminals. In gross
violation of the fundamental law of the land,
and in utter disregard of the rights of other
persons, those arrested were then brought be-

fore the so-called “court”, unlawfully compelled
~ to testify against themselves, prevented from
making their own defense, and were summarily
convicted in the absence of law or evidence and
immediately incarcerated in prison. Their only
offense was that of going from house to house
on Sunday and preaching the gospel of God’s
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kin‘gdom, for the aid and comfort of the people.
A more complete statement of the facts and
proceedings of that mock trial is set forth in
the Golden Age magazine under date of July 19,
1933, a copy of which magazine you may have
only for the asking.

I quote the words of the magistrate before
whom this faree trial was had in which he re-
ferred to the ordinance which he claims had been
broken, to wit: “That law is made to protect
your and my family from impostors who go
around and rob men.” The magistrate knew
that all the defendants were Christian men and
women and that they could nof properly be
classed as ‘impostors and robbers’; and in proof
of this I quote further his words from the rec-
ord, to wit: “I think your intentions are all right
and that you are good Christian people.” If he
was sineere in this latter statement his other
words and conduct in conneection with the case
were wholly out of order. It is manifest that
there was exercised by priests and clergymen
some eruel and malicious influence which caused
thege inoffensive, innocent and devout Chris-
tian people, without just cause or excuse, to be
incarcerated in prison.

Many good citizens of this land are asking
why such outrageous things are possible in this
country, where the fundamental law of the land
provides that every person shall worship God
according to the dictates of his own conscience.
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In this time of greatest stress and suffering of
the people these good Christian men and wom-
en, who earn their bread by daily labor, employ
their days of rest, and particularly Sundays, in
going from house to house to comfort and en-
courage the people and to point out to them that
the hope of relief and blessing for mankind rests
entirely upon Jehovah God’s kingdom. The real
persecutors of these humble men and women
are known to be prominent leaders in the reli-
gious world. The people are entitled to know
why this religious intolerance is practiced in
this day of enlightenment, and I shall submit
to you the conclusive answer to that question.
The Bible, or Holy Secriptures, contains Je-
hovah God’s Word of truth. The clergy are
compelled to admit that. Court officials lay their
hand upon the Bible and solemnly swear by it
to tell the truth. All such are therefore preclud-
ed from gainsaying the Bible as true, and they
tacitly admit that they must be bound by the
teachings of the Bible. By the Bible, and it
alone, I ghall answer the question why religious
intolerance is practiced now in this country.
The Creator of heaven and earth is the Al-
mighty God, whose name alone is Jehovah. The
name Jehovah means “the Eternal One” and his
purposes toward his creatures. There is a mim-
ic god who opposes Jehovah God and who is
man’s worst enemy, and the name of that mimie
god is Satan the Devil. He is otherwise known
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as Serpent and Dragon. Centuries ago the Dev-
il challenged Jehovah to place men on earth
who would remain true and faithful to God
under all conditions, the Devil claiming that he
could turn all men away from and against Je-
hovah. That challenge raised the issue of who
is supreme. Jehovah could have killed the Devil
immediately, but had he done so the Devil would
have been denied the opportunity to make proof
of his challenge and all ereation would have
been denied the opportunity to choose volun-
tarily to serve either God or the Devil. Jehovah
grants to every man the privilege of exercising
freely his own will.

Jehovah God accepted the Devil's challenge,
and fixed a time limit, during which time the
Devil should have full opportunity to prove his
bhoasted challenge. Therefore Jehovah said to
the Devil, as is recorded in the Seriptures: “But
for this cause have I allowed thee to remain,
in order to show thee my power; and in order
that they may proclaim my name throughout
all the earth.” (Exodus 9:16, Leeser) This
means that in due time Jehovah would have
his name declared in all the earth by his wit-
nesses that the people might have the opportu-
nity to choose as to whether they would serve
Jehovah God or whether they would continue
to serve the Devil. That time has now come;
and that is the reason why the question for
consideration today is of such great importance
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to you, regardless of what previous religious
convictions you may have held. It is to your
interest to have the truth, even thongh the truth
proves all religions to be falge. It is only by
the truth that we shall be made free and learn
the way to eternal life.—John 8:32.

From the very beginning the Devil attempted
to destroy every one who was faithful to God.
He caused Abel to be murdered, and is therefore
designated “a murderer from the beginning®.
(John 8:44) BEarly in the age of man the Devil
organized religion and used it as a means of
deception to turn the people away from Jeho-
vah. In the name of religion the greatest amount
of intolerance has been practiced amongst men.
Intolerance is never employed by Jehovah or
by any of his faithful servants, but it is used
by and is limited entirely to Satan and to his
servants. The religions which the Devil has em-
ployed to turn men away from Jehovah God
appear at different times under different names,
but the general Bible name therefor is Baalism.
The word “Baal” is derived from the word
meaning devil ; and therefore every religion, re-
gardless of name, and which the Devil has em-
ployed to turn men away from Jehovah, is
properly called “Baalism”. For centuries the
Devil has been the invisible ruler of this world
and, as such, has constantly blinded men lest
they learn the truth. (2 Corinthians 4:4) Long
centuries ago Jehovah gave his word that in
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his due time he would send a righteous ruler
who would rule in the stead of Satan and who
would destroy the Devil and his organization
and who would then give abundant blessings
of peace and life to the obedient ones of the
human race. God always keeps his promises,
and that promise is absolutely certain to be
fulfilled.

Jehovah God organized the Jews, or Israel-
ites, into a nation and gave them the truth. He
did not do this because the Jews were naturally
better than others, but because he would use
them as his typical people by whom he would
teach others lessons of great importance, and,
especially, that if they would live they must be
obedient to Jehovah God. The Jews agreed to
obey Jehovah’s law, but later they yielded to the
subtle and sedunetive influence of the Devil, and
that nation, with bhut a few exceptions, turned
away from Jehovah God.

To his chosen people Jehovah sent his faith-
ful prophets, whom he made his witnesses in
the earth to testify his truth to the people. Be-
cause these faithful prophets testified to the
truth they suffered all manner of persecution
at the hands of bigots and intolerant ones in
the religious organization. From the Seriptures
I quote the following concerning those faithful
witnesses of Jehovah, to wit: “And what shall
I more say? for the time would fail me to tell
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and
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of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and
of the prophets; who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, . ..
And others had trial of eruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and im-
prisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the
sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
(of whom the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in degerts, and in mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth. And these all, hav-
ing obtained a good report through faith, re-
ceived not the promise.”—Heb. 11: 32, 33, 36-39.

Who caused the persecution of those faithful
prophets? It is obvious that Satan by and
through his intolerant religious agents did so.
(Gtod’s agents wonld not torture and persecute
his own people. God permitted Satan to do his
worst against those men, and at the same time
afforded an opportunity to them to prove their
integrity and faithfulness to God. They proved
their faithfulness, sealing their testimony with
their lifeblood.

Then Jehovah God sent to earth his great
Prophet and Witnegs, Jesus, hig beloved Son.
Today big religionists, public officials and the
metropolitan press speak with scorn and ridi-
cule of men and women hecause they designate
themselves “Jehovah’s witnesses”. In this con-
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nection T mention the fact that Jesus Christ was
Jehoval’s Great Witness, and it is man’s great-
est privilege to follow in the footsteps of Jesus
and to be a witness to the name of Jehovah.
When on earth Jesus hore witness to the name
of Jehovah. He was haled before the then great
Roman ruler of Palestine, and in answer to a
question of Pilate he said: “To this end was
I born, and for this cause came I into the world,
that T should bear witness unto the truth.”—
John 18: 37.

Jesus, the holy and harmless One, who never
did a wrong, yet was charged with every crime
known to the calendar, and time and again men
sought to kill him. Finally he was arrested on
the false charge of sedition and was brought
before the court, and his trial was had, which
trial was a farce and mockery from beginning
to end. The trial of the fifty witnesses of Jeho-
vah in Plainfield a short time ago forcibly re-
minds one of the trial of Christ Jesus. Read,
if you will, the history of that trial in the book
designated Deliverance and mark the similarity
between the two. Jesus was compelled to testify
againgt himself, even as men and women were
made to bear witness against themselves in the
Plainfield trial recently had. In both instances
such course of action wag unlawful, Jesus was
convicted without just cause or excuse and was
put to an ignominious death, and this was done
by a eourt made up of religionists who claimed
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to be servants of Jehovah God. Today history
is being reenacted.

Jesus and his apostles did not build houses
in which they assembled the people to preach
to them, but they went from house to house, to
the homes of the people, and taught them the
truth, even as Jehovah’s witnesses are doing
in this day. (Acts 20:20; Luke 19:5) The
apostles of Jesus Christ, beecause they preached
the gospel, were also maltreated, arrested and
thrown into prison. These faithful apostles were
abused by court officers and ordered to leave
the eommunity and to refrain from their work,
and to them the apostles replied: “We ought to
obhey God rather than men,” hecause “we are
his witnesses”. (Acts 5:29,32) The faithful
apostles continned to bear witness to the name
of Jehovah, and their maltreatment and perse-
cution continued and they all died as martyrs,
sealing their testimony with their lifeblood.

Following the days of the apostles true
Christianity continued to grow, and the Roman
emperor Constantine, manifestly for a selfish
purpose, formed a state religion and labeled it
“Christianity” on earth. There is where the
Papal system of Rome had its birth. Thereafter
followed the most wicked inquisition and per-
secution of the true followers of Christ Jesus,
The fires of torture were kept burning for years
in the countries of Italy, Spain, France, Mexico
and other places, and millions of people, by such
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inquisition and torture, were compelled to sup-
port the Papal religious system or Catholie
hierarchy. I am referring to these facts briefly
in order to show the econstant course of religious
intolerance that has existed and persisted for
centuries, and then I ghall point out from divine
prophecy the cause for such unjust and wicked
treatment of innocent human ecreatures.

Religious intolerance and persecution mali-
ciously practiced in Europe drove brave men
and women to the bleak shores of Ameriea, that
there they might find a refuge where they could
worship God in peace and without interference.
It was those brave souls who laid the foundation
of the American republic. So completely had
religious intolerance been burned into the minds
of these early immigrants to Ameriea that the
framers of the United States Constitution and
the constitutions of the various states expressly
prohibited by such fundamental law any inter-
ference with any person in preaching the gospel,
and provided that men should he privileged to
serve God and preach the gospel aceording to
the dictates of their own conscience.

Selfish and cruel organizations, parading un-
der the name of “Christian”, have steadily and
constantly inereased in America. They have
grown in numbers and grown in power. One
of these organizations, particularly the Papal
system, has made every possible attempt to con-
trol the United States Government, but up to
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this hour, thank God, it has never been able to
put one of its erowd in the office of president
of the United States. The people of America,
knowing the history of this system, have resist-
ed every encroachment upon the political affairs,
and for this reason the Papal representatives
have been the ones who have howled the londest
about bigotry and intolerance.

In these last days, when the faithful followers
of Christ Jesus under the clear command of the
Almighty God go ahout to tell the truth to the
people in order that the people may be aided
and receive comfort, these witnesses are sub-
jected to the most vicious persecution, and this
is done upon the pretext of ‘protecting the peo-
ple from impostors and robbers’. It is apparent
to all that such pretexts or claims are hypoeriti-
cal and false in the extreme. The persecution
of Jehovah’s witnesses in Plainfield and vicinity
during the past few months has greatly shamed
and stunned those who love the principles upon
which the American government is founded. The
fiagsco in the form of a court trial that was en-
acted in Plainfield recently by men who had
sworn to render fair and even-handed justice
to its citizens shocks the sensibilities of every
self-respecting American lawyer and causes all
honest Americans to hang their heads in shame
and to ask, How is it possible for such religious
intolerance to be practiced in America now? .
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INSTIGATORS

The fact that men claim to represent and
serve Jehovah God is no evidence that their
claim is true. On the contrary, the known facts
abundantly show that wicked men and wicked
systems parvade under the name of God and his
Christ who do not have the spirit of Christ, but
who are cruel in the extreme and who manifest
the gpirit of Satan the Devil. Those who caused
the persecution of Jehovah’s prophets were all
religionists. The men who persistently perse-
cuted Jesus, and who eaused his death, were
the clergymen of that day, and who posed before
the people as teachers of God’s Word. The great
inquisition practiced for years in Spain and
other countries was instigated and carried for-
ward by clergymen of the Papal system. The
intolerant persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses
in New Jersey and other places in this day is
instigated and pushed forward by the clergy-
men who pose before the people as preachers
and servants of Jehovah God. Jehovah is the
God of justice and love, and he never persecutes
any creature; and no one who is the servant of
God conld or would persecute any man. Whom,
then, do these instigators of religious persecu-
tion in modern times represent? Jesus answered
that question when he said to the clergymen of
his day who were persecuting him: “Ye seek
to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth,
which I have heard of God: ... Why do ye
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not understand my speech? even because ye
cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the beginming, and
ahode not in the truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of
it.” (John 8:40,43,44) Jesus authoritatively
shows that those men who fraudulently claimed
to represent God were in fact the active agents
of Satan the Devil. That rule applies at all
times.

Then turning to his true followers Christ Je-
sus gaid to them: “If they [the clergy] have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”
(John 15:20) And thus he fixes the responsi-
bility for such persecutions upon the clergy. It
was the clergy class that persecuted the apostles
of Jesus to death. It was the clergy who have
instigated and are pushing forward the intol-
erant persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses in New
Jersey; and, upon the authority of the state-
ment made by Jesus, these persecutors fraudu-
lently elaim to be Christians and to represent
God but in fact are the agents and representa-
tives of the Devil and his bidding they will do.

Now I submit to you the conclusive proof
from the Scriptures as to why religious intol-
erance is practiced in this day; and the specific
answer is of vital importance to every human
creature, regardless of religious convictions,
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Jehovah God declares in his Word that he
permits Satan to go on unhindered in his wicked
work until the end of a certain and fixed time
and at that time he would then destroy Satan
and all of his agencies. When Jesus ascended
on high Jehovah said to him: “You must wait
until my due time to put down the enemy and
destroy him. (Psalm 110:1) The Serxiptures.
then show that the year 1914 marks the end of
that period of time for waiting and the begin-
ning of the reign of Christ. In his great proph-
ecy recorded in Matthew twenty-four Jesus
states that that time would be marked by a
world war, followed quickly by famine, pesti-
lence, revolution and distress of nations. All
of these things have come to pass since, and
which began to have fulfilment in 1914, At the
same time the Seriptures show that a war was
fought in heaven by Jesus and his angels against
Satan and his forces and that Satan was ousted
from heaven and cast down to the earth. This
record is found in the twelfth chapter of Rev-
elation. All of you know that sinee 1914 the
peoples of earth have been in great distress
and perplexity. The reason for such suffering
and perplexity on the part of the people is made
clear by the words of Jesus recorded in Revela-
tion 12:12, which read: “Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth, and of the sea! for the devil is
come down unto you, having great wrath, be-
cause he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”
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Satan knows that his time is short until the
great battle of Armageddon, which will then
be decisive as to who is supreme, and at which
time Satan’s organization shall be destroyed.
Before that great battle takes place, however,
God commands that his witnesses must go
through the land and bear testimony before
the rulers and hefore the people of and concern-
ing Jehovah and his kingdom. (Isaiah 43:10-12;
Matthew 24:14) This is done in order that the
people may be informed of God’s purpose to
destroy the wicked one and to establish a right-
eous government on earth which will be the
means of the complete uplift and blessing of
the human race.

In obedience to this commandment of Jeho-
vah faithful men and women devoted to God
and his kingdom now go from house to house
preaching the good news or gospel of the King-
dom. They are not doing such work for com-
mercial gain, but they are doing it at great
financial loss to themselves. They work in the
gshops and in the fields to earn their bread and
then devote their spare time to preaching the
gospel according to God’s ecommandment, and
this they do because they love God and have
agreed to do his will. In doing this they are
but pursuing their divinely given rights of wor-
shiping God according to the dictates of their
conscience, and with which rights no munici-
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pality, state or other government can properly
and rightfully interfere.

Since the Constitution forbids the enactment
of any law or laws interfering with the preach-
ing of the gospel, then why are these faithful
witnesses of Jehovah arrested and thrown into
jail? That question is answered by the Lord,
at Revelation 12:17. Jehovalh’s testimony is
committed primarily to Christ Jesus, and he
commits to his faithful followers, who are also
Jehoval’s witnesses, the obligation of deliver-
ing such testimony. For this reason Satan the
Devil seeks to destroy every one who is telling
God’s truth. Jehovah’s witnesses now on earth
constitute the remnant of God’s organization,
which organization is symbolized in this scrip-
ture by a woman, and the Lord says concerning
these that the Devil is extremely mad at them
and goes forth to make war against those who
keep the commandments of God and who have
the testimony of Jesus Christ. (Revelation 12:
17) That seripture is conclusive proof that the
Devil is the one who instigates and carries for-
ward the persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses
and that the visible persecutors of these wit-
nesses of Jehovah are acting for and as agents
of the Devil. Even though priest, clergymen
and other associates in persecuting Jehovah’s
witnesses claim to be Christian, the facts show
that such claims are false, for the reason that
CGtod and Christ Jesus do not persecute anyone
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and certainly God would not have one set of
his servants to intolerantly persecute another
company of his servants.

If these fifty or more men and women who
were recently persecuted and imprisoned upon
the charge of being peddlers and hawkers are
in truth and in fact Jehoval’s witnesses and
his representatives, and if the charge is false,
why then would Jehovah permit them to he
thus wrongfully treated and perseeuted by men
who represent the Deyil? The answer is, in or-
der to cause the enemies of God to identify and
mark themselves and to afford opportunity for
Jehoval’s witnesses to prove their faithfulness.

The Scriptural answer to that question is
illuminating and of vital importance. The Serip-
tures declare that what came to pass upon the
Jews, or Israelites, foreshadowed what must
come to pass on “organized Christianity” at
the end of the world, where we now are. (1 Co-
rinthians 10:11) “Christendom,” or “organized
Christianity”, is the antitype of ancient Israel.
The Devil overreached the Israelites and turned
them away from God. Because the Jews in-
dulged in Baal religion and persecuted Jeho-
vabh’s faithful prophets who were sent to teach
them, Jehovah selected Jehu, made him His
executioner, and sent him to inflict punishment
upon the Baal worshipers of Jewry. On that
occasion Jehu was a type of the Lord Jesus
Christ, whom God has appointed to execute his
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judgment against all of his enemies, and partie-
ularly against “Christendom™.

Jehu called a great assembly of the people,
and every one of the Baal worshipers assembled
at one place. Then Jehu eommanded that all
the preachers, prophets, clergymen, priests,
servants and worshipers of Baal should put on
garments by which they would identify them-
selves as the followers and worshipers of Baal,
and this they did. In that manner Jehu caused
every one of them to identify himself, and to
take his stand either on the side of Baal or on
the side of Jehovah God. This marvelous pie-
ture is set forth in 2 Kings 10:19-28, When
the identification and division was complete,
then Jehu directed his soldiers to slay utterly
every one of the Baal worshipers, and this was
done; and thus ended Baal worship in Palestine
at that time.

That graphic identification and the slaying
prophetically foretold the identification and de-
struction of all false religions in the world, and
particularly the destruction of all those who
defame God’s name and persecute his faithful
witnesses.

The purpose of Jehovah’s witnesses in going
from house to house in this day and preaching
the gospel of God’s kingdom is not to convert
the world. The purpose, according to the com-
mandment of God, is to notify the rulers and
the people that Jehovah is the God supreme,
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and that his kingdom is at hand, and that God
will now vindicate his name, and that he will
now afford the opportunity to all who hear to
identify themselves as being either on the side
of Jehovah God or on the side of his enemy
the Devil. That explains why during the time
since the World War Jehovah’s witnesses have
been permitted to proclaim the message of his
kingdom throughout “Christendom”, and ex-
plains why it has been possible in that time to
print the message of the kingdom in filty-eight
different languages and to put into the hands
of the people more than 140 million books con-
taining that message. All this work has been
done at God’s commandment to give the people
an opportunity to identify themselves as to
where they stand. This is God’s work, and no
human power can stop it. The intolerant per-
secutors may throw many of Jehovah’s witness-
es into prison and kill others, but that will not
stop the witness work. Where one falls in the
ranks Jehovah God will raise up others to take
his place, He has decreed that the testimony
must be given, and it will be given.

Jehovah’s witnesses are preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, not for filthy money, but in
obedience to God’s commandments, and the only
way for men to be faithful te Jehovah and to
their covenant is to obey his commandment.
Like the early apostles the witnesses count not
their lives dear unto themselves, and they are
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determined to obey God and not man; and for
this reason they go on amidst great opposition,
bearing testimony to the kingdom of Jehovah.

The proof shows that in every instance it has
been and is the priests, pastors or clergymen
of so-called “organized Christianity” who cause
the persecution and ill treatment of Jehovah's
witnesses. Those clergymen are therefore most
reprehensible, By their action they have iden-
tified themselves as being against God and for
his enemy the Devil. The message of the king-
dom in printed form has been supplied to them
by Jehovah’s witnesses, and that without charge,
and they now without just eause or excuse at-
tempt to hide their wrongful action behind some
municipal ordinance and use this as a shield
while they carry on the persecution of Jehovah's
witnesses. Thus they completely identify and
mark themselves. The rulers of “Christendom”
have likewise been served with copies of the
message of the kingdom, which affords them
an opportunity to take their stand on one side
or the other. Police officers, magistrates and
judges of the courts are also putting on the
garments and thus identifying themselves as
to where they stand. Jehovah God permits
the perseeution of his faithful witnesses now,
therefore, for the very purpose of furnishing
opportunity for ngen to identify and mark them-
selves and to thus take their stand on one side
or on the other.
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Now the message of the kingdom must go to
the people, that they may have an opportunity
to identify themselves and to take their stand
on one side or the other. The message or gospel
of the kingdom is therefore separating the peo-
ple into two general classes, and Christ Jesus
is the one who is doing that separating work.
With which eclass will you identify yourself?
That is a question now which every one who
hears must answer. You cannot identify your-
selves as being on God’s side and at the same
time connive at and sympathize with or approve
the persecution of Jehovalh’s witnesses. One
of the reasons, therefore, that God permits his
witnesses to thus suffer is for your benefit, that
you may see the truth and have the opportunity
of identifying yourself with the right side.

SHEEP AND GOATS

The last prophetic parable Jesus spoke when
on earth was that eoncerning the sheep and the
goats, and which prophecy ‘he said would find
its fulfilment at the time of his coming for judg-
ment. That time is now here, and the people
are thus gathered and by him made to identify
themselves, even as Jehu, the prototype of Je-
sus, caused the Israelites and Baal worshipers
to identify themselves. Jehovah has given the
people of the nations of “Christendom” a knowl-
edge of his kingdom, and thus he has gathered
them before his Exeeutioner, and who says, as
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it is written in Matthew 25: “And he shall sep-
arate them [the people] ... as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats.” “His sheep”
means the class that are on the Lord’s side,
while the goats represent the class that are
against the Lord and on the Devil’s side. Con-
tinuing, then Jesus said: “And he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left.” (Matthew 25:33) In this. striking pro-
phetic parable Jesus counts his true and faith-
ful followers as though they were himself, and
the people who have been good to his followers
he credits as being good unto himself, and those
who have illtreated his brethren or followers
he counts as doing evil to himself. Thus he
brings the application of the seripture right
down to the present day. He shows that if a
person abuses, illtreats or persecutes Jehovalh’s
witnesses, that person thus identifies himself as
an enemy of God and of Christ.

Many of you people have been glad to have
Jehovah’s witnesses call at your door and tell
you the comforting message concerning God’s
gracious provision for your blessing. In turn
you have given them a cup of refreshing water
to drink; and if youn found one of them sick you
gladly ministered unto that gick one. When the
twenty-nine harmless women were crowded into
those hot prison cells and required to stand
there all night amidst suffering, some of you
stood in the streets at midnight and sympathized
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with them and wished that you might do some
good to them. You wanted to comfort them by
your presence. The Lord knew your heart con-
dition and your desire and your kind sympathy
and he counts that goodness as unto himself
and he likens such who thus sympathize with
him to sheep. To such Jesus says: “For 1 was
an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and
ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and
ye came unto me.” (Matthew 25: 35, 36) On the
other hand there is a class of persons pictured
by goats, because such men are eruel and heart-
- less. Such men are extremely selfish. They have
caused innocent men and women to be thrown
into prison because they wanted to keep you in
ignorance of the goodness of God’s kingdom
and to save themselves from being exposed as
false teachers and impostors. When men and
women assembled in the streets in close prox-
imity to the prison for the purpose of express-
ing by their presence their sympathy and com-
fort to the imprisoned ones, and when some
tried to make a photograph of the sympathizers
and the prigoners, such sympathizers, as well
as the prisoners, were illtreated and thrown
into prison. Thus the harsh ones, eruel and
intolerant persecutors, put themselves in the
goat class, and to these hilly goats Jesus now
says: “For I was an hungred, and ye gave me
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no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:
I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked,
and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and
ye vigited me not. Then shall they also answer
him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hun-
gred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or
gick, or in prison, and did not minister unto
thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one
of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” (Mat-
thew 25:42-45) Thus Jehovah permits cruel
and selfish men to intolerantly persecute his
faithful witnesses in order that his faithful ones
may bear testimony to his name and at the
same time cause the persecutors to identify
themselves as being against God and his king-
dom, Clergymen who pose as your spiritual
advisers, and publie officials who have sworn
to look well to your general interest, have vio-
lated their obligation, played the people false,
reproached and sneered at and defamed the
name of Jehovah God and his Christ, and thus
they have put on the garments and have iden-
tified themselves as God’s enemies.

Now, if you will, hear the words of final judg-
ment of Jehovah pronounced by Christ Jesus
concerning these two classes who have thus
identified themselves. To those who identify
themselves as lovers of truth and righteousness,
and who are designated under the symbol of
harmless sheep and whom the Lord thus places



RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE: WHY 35

on his right hand of favor, he now says: “Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.” Happy is the lot of such!

To the eruel, malicious and ruthless persecu-
tors of Jehovah’s witnesses and defamers of
God’s name, the great Judge, Christ Jesus, now
says, as it is written (verses 41 and 46): “De-
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels. . . . And
these shall go away into everlasting punishment :
but the righteous into life eternal.” Further-
more Jesus said: “Shall not God avenge his own
elect [witnesses]?” Then he answers his own
question and says: “I tell you that he will avenge
them speedily.”—Luke 18:7, 8.

In the past two years and more the clergy
of this state hdve persistently and intolerantly
persecuted Jehovah's witnesses, not for doing
wrong, but because these faithful men and wom-
en at great financial and physical inconvenience
to themselves have walked in the roads and
come to your homes to bring you aid and com-
fort by bearing testimony to the name of Jeho-
vah and his kingdom. By the intolerance of
these priests and clergymen, aided and support-
ed by policemen, they have thus prevented many
honest Catholics and Protestants from hearing
the message of God’s kingdom. They have done
the people a positive injury and have abused
and defamed God’s holy name. It appears to
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me that by the long and cruel persecution of
these faithful men and women God has permit-
ted this day to come that the honest people may
hear the truth and have the opportunity to see
how they have been grossly deceived by men
who should know better.

As further proof that God has permitted his
faithful witnesses to suffer at the hands of in-
tolerant persecutors in order to cause the per-
secutors to identify themselves as against Je-
hovah, note the words of Jesus addressed to
his faithful followers at Mark 13: 9: “They [the
intolerant persecutors, or clergy and their allies]
shall deliver you up to [the courts];and in the
synagogues ye shall be beaten; and ye shall be
brought before rulers and kings for my sake,
for a testimony against them,” that is, against
your persecutors. ¥

Every man must stand before the judgment
geat of Christ, and these men who have wrong-
fully and intolerantly caused the persecution of
Jehovah’s witnesses will never be heard to make
the defense that they did not know they were
fighting against God. (2 Corinthians5:10) They
claim to be teachers of the Bible, and they are
bound to know what is therein contained. By
their course of action they oppose the message
of God’s kingdom, and thus they bear testimony
against themselves that they are guilty before
God. The hypocritical and false claim that they
are punishing Christian men and women in or-
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der to ‘protect the people against impostors and
robbers’ will be no excuse or defense hefore the
Lord.

The faithful witnesses of Jehovah who thus
suffer for righteousness’ sake thereby maintain
their integrity before God. Filthy prisons will
not deter these men and women from continuing
to give their testimony. They will rejoice to
continue their faithfulness unto God even unto
death and to suffer as Christ Jesus suffered.
To them therefore the Lord caused these words
to be written, at 1 Peter 4:14: “If ye be re-
proached for the name of Christ, happy are ye;
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon
you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on
your part he is glorified.”

But shame upon the priests and clergymen
who have connived at and caused the persecu-
tion of Jehovah’s witnesses in order that they
nmight keep the people in ignorance of the truth
and thus shield themselves from exposure;
shame upon those public officers who have heen
ready and willing to class Jehovah’s witnesses
as selfish peddlers and hawkers in order that
they might serve their own selfish ends; shame
upon the lawyers who practice upon the bench
and before the bar, who because of fear of losing
some personal advantage have side-stepped the
issue and failed and refused to decide squarely
the question as to whether or not men can be
prevented from preaching the gospel of God’s



38 INTOLERANCE

kingdom by the enactment and enforcement of
municipal ordinances leveled against peddlers
and hawkers.

The reason for this is that we have come to
the great erisis foretold by the holy prophets
of old. God has placed Christ his King upon
hig throne and has seated him in his temple
for judgment and commands all men to hear
him. Because of the subtle and wrongful influ-
ence of the clergy as Satan’s agents, lawyers,
judges, and public officials are ashamed of the
name of Jesus Christ and of Jehovah and are
ashamed to do their duty conecerning the con-
strnetion and enforcement of the law of the
land. To such fearful ones Jesus now says
(Luke 9: 26) : “For whosoever shall be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him shall the Son
of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his
own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy
angels.”

The world has ended and the Devil must sur-
render possession. Before he is completely
ousted, however, God commands that his testi-
mony concerning the kingdom must be delivered
by his witnesses. Regardless of all opposition
these faithful witnesses will proceed to give
that testimony, and when that work is done,
Jesus declares, there shall immediately follow
upon the world the greatest tribulation ever
known. (Matthew 24:14-22) That will be the
battle of the great day of God Almighty, and
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not one persecutor of Jehovah’s witnesses shall
survive. (Jeremiah 25:34) To the people of
good will, and who want to do right and who
want to identify themselves on Jehovah’s side,
he now says through his prophet: ‘Before the
wrath of God break upon you, seek meekness
and righteousness, if you would be hidden and
taken through that trouble.’ (Zephaniah 2:1-3)
Let every one, therefore, who would live, refrain
from the intolerant persecution of Jehovah’s
witnesses, seek meekness and do that which is
right. In the language of the Scriptures: ‘If
this work be of men it will come to naught, but
if it be of God ye cannot overthrow it’—Acts
5138, 39.

To his faithful witnesses Jehovah by kis
Word now says: ‘Be of good courage, the eter-
nal God is thy refuge and underneath are the
everlasting arms.” At the hands of religious
hypocrites you have suffered much persecution
for righteousness’ sake. Our Lord Jesus like-
wisge suffered, and blessed is the man or woman
who follows in hig steps. (1 Peter 2:21) It is
to you as hig faithful followers that Jesus now
says (Matthew 5:10-12): “Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad; for great is your reward in heav-
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en; for so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.”

The head of the Roman Catholic hierarchy.
announced that the year 1933 is a holy year,
made so by his own personal declaration. In a
speech broadcast over many radie stations I
stated that such declaration by the pope con-
cerning a holy year, and that it would bring in
peace and prosperity, is a presumptuous sin
before Almighty God. The Catholic press
throughout the land denounced me for making
that speech, and made many false statements
against me. I replied in a letter addressed to
them, and, they having failed to publish it, the
Golden Age magazine has published it, and each
of yon may have a copy of that letter, together
with the speech on the “holy year”, as you pass
out of the building. Peace and prosperity will
not come to the people by the efforts of selfish
men. Only God’s kingdom under Christ will
bring that blessing. No so-called “religious or-
ganization” has any right to keep the people in
ignorance of the truth. Let the people hear the
truth and then decide for themselves what to do.

For centuries the practice of the Catholic
hierarchy has been to teach the people the doe-
trines of men, and not the truth as found in
God’s Word. They have practiced religion and
used it as a means of extracting great amounts
of money from the poor and honest people. They
tell the people not to study the Bible but to
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hear what the priests tell them. They claim
that the pope is the only one who can interpret
the Seriptures; which claim is wholly false. The
Bible was written for the benefit of all who love
God, and therein it is stated that no scripture
is of private interpretation. It is the Word of
God, and concerning it Jesus said: “Thy word
is truth.”

The Catholic priests have put the people in
fear and thus held them in subjection to the
papal organization. They have thereby brought
them into the snare of Satan the enemy. It is
written, in Proverbs 29: 25: “The fear of man
bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust
in Jehovah shall be safe.”—A4.R.V.

I insist that the clergy of the papal hierarchy
represent the Devil and not Jehovah God. I
challenge the pope of the Catholic hierarchy to
appoint any man he will on earth, to represent
him and his organization, and that we debate
this question by radio before the American peo-
ple, each side to pay one-half the cost. You must
choose whether you will follow the Devil’s rep-
resentatives or follow Christ. You must hear
the truth in order to know which way to go.
ghe truth is found only in the Word of Jehovah

od, i



Value of Knowledge and
Understanding

EN seek after that which they bhelieve
will bring them personal benefit. In
geeking after that which is desired, if

a man takes the wrong road he is certain to
come to disappointment and sorrow. If he takes
and pursues the right road success erowns his
efforts. It is therefore of great importance that
a man at the very outset know which is the right
road fo take.

Material wealth and worldly fame are the
things which men of the world principally seek
after. The existence of man on earth is hrief,
and when he dies he must leave behind him all
his material wealth and his worldly fame can
no longer bhe enjoyed by himself. That which
thoughtful men desire above all things else is
life with the attending blessings of health, peace
and happiness. Men madly rush about in their
efforts to aequire material wealth and fame,
and, while they may desire to live, very few
men have any real coneeption of how life in
happiness may be gained. What is needed fo
learn the right way is knowledge and under-
standing.

‘What are knowledge and understanding? and

what is the distincetion between the two? Prop-
42
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erly defined, knowledge means information
gained from truthful testimony. Understanding
means to take hold of and comprehend the true
meaning of the testimony received and to there-
by be enabled to know for a certainty what is
the right course or road to take. One who pur-
snes such a course is wise, and the final result
to him is certain to be good. One may have
knowledge of the existence of a thing and have
no understanding of its meaning. The two are
necessary to go together that good may result.

How may one know for a certainty that he is
gaining true knowledge and that he is having
the proper understanding of the information
received? If he follows the teachings of man
he cannot he certain; for the reason, all men
are imperfeet and the teachings of men are
based upon human information. Regardless of
the good intentions that a man may have, his
opinion may be entirely worthless. But it is
possible for us to know for an absolute eertain-
ty whether or not we are receiving true knowl-
edge and getting the correct understanding, and
that information I shall now try to impart to
you..

It has been my privilege to bring to your
attention on former occagions the conclusive
proof that there is one trne God whose name
is Jehovah and who is almighty in power, per-
feet in wisdom, exact in justice, and wholly
unselfish, and that he is the source of light,
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truth and life. All information received from
him is truthful and wholly trustworthy. Truth
is also called light, and light makes known to
us the things that we want to know.

There is also, as the proof shows, a false or
mimic god, whose name is Satan the Devil, who
is the very embodiment of wickedness and who
is the enemy of all men. He is bent on the com-
plete destruction of the human race. Amongst
other things the Seriptures designate him as
the ‘prince of darkness’, and he and his wicked
associates are rulers of darkness controlling
this world. (Ephesians 6:12) It is the wicked
ones who make war against all who love and
serve the light of truth which comes from Je-
hovah God.

In order to gain true knowledge we must be
assured that the information we receive ema-
nates and proceeds from a truthful souree. Con-
cerning Jehovah God it is written: “God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (1 John
1:5) Jehovah sent his heloved Son to the earth
to teach the truth to the people, and of him
it is written that Christ Jesus is “the true Light,
which lighteth every man” who desires to be
enlightened. (John 1:9) Concerning the Holy
Seriptures, which constitute the Word of Jeho-
vah God, Jesus said: “Thy Word is truth”; and
concerning the way that leads to endless life
and happiness he further stated: “This is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true
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God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
(John 17:3) That assures us that the Bible
ig the source of all truth concerning the origin
and destiny of the human race.

You may reply that there are several hundred
different denominational religious organizations
called “churches”, all teaching different doec-
trines and all elaiming to base their teachings
upon the Bible, and, you ask, how may we know
who is right? The answer is that all of these
organizations have some knowledge of the text
of the Bible but are utterly without understand-
ing as to the meaning thereof. The Bible has
had the widest distribution of any book pub-
lished, and yet there is without doubt a greater
lack of knowledge and understanding of it by
intelligent people in “Christendom” than of any
other book in existence. The fact that a man is
educated and graduated from a theological uni-
versity and holds all the degrees of that uni-
versity is no proof whatsoever that he has a
knowledge and understanding of the Bible. He
may be able to repeat from memory every text
in the Bible and yet have no understanding or
true conception of the meaning thereof. It will
be conceded that the majority of the educated
clergymen of this day even repudiate the inspi-
ration of the Seriptures and have set up man’s
wisdom as superior to that expressed in the
Bible.
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Jehovah God reveals an understanding of his
Word only to those who are devoted to him.
Men who are worldly wise, that is to say, who
follow their own wisdom or the wisdom of other
men, cannot understand the Seriptures. Such
are natural or worldly men, and of them it is
written : “The natural [or worldly] man receiv-
eth not the things of the spirit of God; for they
are foolishness unto him: neither ean he know
them, because they are spirvitually discerned.”
(1 Corinthiang 2:14) It is impossible for any
man to please God and receive an understanding
of his Word unless that man has faith in God
and in his Word. (Hebrews 11:6) aith means
to have a knowledge of the text of the Bible, he-
lieve that the texts are true, and confidently rely
thereon. There is no other means of acquiring
faith.

A college education is not one of the essen-
tials to the understanding of the Bible. That
which is of first importance to gain a knowledge
and understanding of the Bible is to know that -
Jehovah is God and have a proper fear of him
and not to have fear of man. It is only to such
that God reveals an understanding of his Word.
(Proverbs 1:7) The psalmist (25:14) says:
“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him; and he will shew them his covenant.” The
understanding and interpretation of the Bible
is not committed to any one man or any com-
pany of men. The Bible was written for all
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persons who honestly seek to understand it and
who follow God’s appointed way to gain an
understanding thereof. It is written that the
Seriptures are given for the instruction of the
man who devotes himself to God. None other
can have an understanding.—2 Timothy 3: 16, 17.

Jehovah God ereated man and made him the
most intelligent of his earthly ereatures. It is
to be expected that God would reveal his truth
to the reverential man; and so he does. To the
man who seeks to know God and his Word
Jehovah says: “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord; Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like erimson, they shall be
as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18) That means, regardless
of how great a sinner a man is, if he turns his
heart to Jehovah and diligently seeks to know
the truth in God’s appointed way he will be led
into the light of truth. It means that we must
take God’s Word and study it from a reasonable
viewpoint and not attempt to substitute human
wisdom for divine wisdom. Note that God says
to those who are seeking the right road to trav-
el: “T'rust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5,6) This is positive
proof that it is unsafe to follow human reason-
ing to the exclusion of God’s Word.
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Public officers today, by the aid of high dig-
nitaries in the church organization, are making
strenuous efforts to pull the people out of de-
pression and distress and to recover the world.
A high publie official stands before the people
and says in connection with world recovery: “IL
have faith in divine guidance in this effort to
recover the world from depression.” If he had
faith in Jehovah God, then he would take God’s
Word as a guide, because the Word of Jehovah
God is given for a guide to the one who trusts
in and pleases Jehovah. (Psalm 119:105) The
fact that one claims to have faith in divine guid-
ance is no proof that he has faith; and this con-
clusion is further supported by the fact that
his course of action is contrary to what the
Word of God states. What that man lacks is
knowledge and understanding.

Jehovah God’s Word makes it plainly to ap-
pear why there is great distress and perplexity
and depression now upon the nations of the
world. The testimony of Jehovah’s great Wit-
ness, Christ Jesus, which is recorded in the
Seriptures is to the effect that the beginning
of the end of this wicked world wounld be marked
by a world war, in which the nations of “Chris-
tendom” would engage. That world war began
in 1914, and therefore that date marks the be-
ginning of the reign of Christ and the ending
of Satan’s rule without interruption. It means
that the great climax in the history of the world



KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 49

has been reached. Worldly wise men, who claim
to believe in God, told the people that the great
war would make the world safe for democracy,
and that then the people would be free, and
now all persons know from experience that such
a slogan was untrue. There was a brief period
of material prosperity following the war, and
then came the great distress which now weighs
down upon the nations of the world.

If we have faith in divine guidance, then we
must heed the divine Word, which says that the
world war would be followed by great “distress
of mnations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth: for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken”.—Luke 21: 25, 26.

Those words describe exactly what we now
see on the world, and which conditions are a
complete fulfilment of the prophetic utterance
of Jesus concerning this very time. That means,
then, that we have come to the end of the world
and that God will bring about the complete-
change shortly, and that in his own good way;
which means that he will set aside the wicked
rule of the world and that the government of
the nations will pass over into the hands of
Christ Jesus, who will rule in righteousness.
The wicked organization now ruling, the Lord
first will destroy, that there may be a clear way
for righteousness and upbuilding of the peoples.
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It must be conceded that the rulers of the
nations at the present time are putting forth
their very best endeavors to recover the world
and bring it back to material prosperity; but
if it is true that the world has ended, why do
they thus make an effort to hold the old organi-
zation intact? The answer is that they do not
have knowledge and understanding of Jehovah’s
purposes. If they really had faith in God and
in his Word they would know that Satan the
Devil is now endeavoring to drive all peoples
to desperation and destruction and because he
knows that he will shortly meet the Lord in the
last great conflict he has hrought all this woe at
the present day upon the nations. In God’s Word
it is written: “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth,
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that
he hath but a short time.” (Revelation 12:12)
If the world rulers had a knowledge and under-
standing of this seripture they would see the
real cause of the trouble and look to the only
One that can possibly remedy it.

Jehovah does not alter his purposes at the
instance or prayers of men. He declares that
his time has come for Christ Jesus to rule and
to put down the enemy and therefore the enemy
must be destroyed and his organization pass
away for ever. Jehovah in his own good way
will then establish the world in righteousness,
that it never again can be moved. (Psalm 96: 10)
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It follows, therefore, that those who have a
knowledge and understanding of the divine
Word know that this old world cannot be recov-
ered, but that within a very short time the Lord
will completely destroy Satan’s organization
and his rule, in order to make way for the right-
eous rule of his kingdom through which all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.—
Revelation 19:10-20; Genesis 22:16-18; Gala-
tians 3: 16-29.

The public press announces a nation-wide
movement begun by the united efforts of the
various religious organizations, and political
and financial leaders, to get the people back to
the churches to help pull the world out of its
present dilemma. Their slogan is: “God the
Light of the world; follow the Light back to
the church.” They do not say, however, whether
they mean the true God or the mimic god. The
Seriptures definitely show that the true God is
not in the churches today ; therefore this move-
ment must be at the instance of Jehovah’s ene-
my Satan for the purpose of deceiving the peo-
ple. In the past the people have received no
light on the Seriptures from the churches, and
they will receive none by going back to the
churches. The same ones who have organized
this nation-wide movement are the ones who
bitterly oppose the proclamation of the truth
of and econcerning Jehovah God’s kingdom ; and
for that reason alone their movement is doomed
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to complete failure. Instead of getting the peo-
ple back to the churches, where they are asked
to give up their hard-earned money and receive
only husks, there should be a nation-wide move-
ment to aid the people to gain a knowledge and
understanding of Jehovah’s purpose as set forth
in the Seriptures. Jehovah’s announced purpose
is that in this day he will cause all to know
that he is the true God and that the only hope
of the world is his kingdom under Christ, which
is now begun. To the nations Jehovah now says:
“Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my
beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I
will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew
judgment to the [nations]. . . . Andinhisname
shall the [nations] trust.” (Matthew 12:18-21)
If the men of this nation-wide movement had
a knowledge and understanding of Jehovah’s
Word they would tell the people that the great
crisis is here, that the greatest tribulation of
all time is just ahead, in which all the nations
will go down, and that the only way of escape
is by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ. A knowledge and understanding hon-
estly used now would be of great value to them
and to the people. A knowledge and understand-
ing of this prophecy just now would do more
to help the people than anything else. Failure
of teachers to help men get such knowledge and
understanding works a hardship on the people
and puts them in a bad way, as it is written:
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“Where there is no vision [understanding], the
people perish; but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he.”—Proverbs 29: 18.

Who is the chief opposer of the truth, and
the one who keeps the people in ignorance there-
of? The Seriptures answer that Satan the Devil,
the prince of darkness, the god or invisible rul-
er of this world, he it is that blinds the people
to the truth lest the light of truth from God’s
Word through Christ Jesus should shine unto
them. (2 Corinthians 4:2-6) Be assured of the
fact that if you find the leaders in any organiza-
tion or institution are opposing the spread or
proclamation of the message of truth of and
concerning God’s kingdom under Christ as the
only means of blessing mankind, all such op-
posers are being blinded by Satan and such
opposers are without knowledge and under-
standing of God’s purposes, hence you cannot
afford to follow them.

By his prophet Amos, in chapter eight, verse
eleven, Jehovah foretold the present-day famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, “but of hear-
ing the words of the Lord.” The truth is just
as abundant as ever, but few are they amongst
the people that hear it, for the reason that Sa-
tan and his agents keep the people blinded and
in the darkness. You may be sure, then, that
any teachers of any organization that would
hinder the people from studying and under-
standing the Bible are the agents of Satan
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whether they know it or not. Today there is
comparatively a small ecompany of men and
women who are wholly devoted to Jehovah God
and his kingdom and who are employing their
time and means in an earnest endeavor to bring
the message of truth to the peoples of the land.
This little company of men and women are the
only ones under the sun who are meeting any
opposition to their work for the aid of the peo-
ple. They are opposed, not because they are
competing with others for commercial business,
or for members of an organization ; but they are
opposed because they are trying to help the
people obtain a knowledge and understanding
of God’s Word. The Secriptures emphatically
state that all opposition to such work of en-
lightening mankind proceeds from Satan, the
prince of darkness. Many will ask, Then why
do the great religious leaders and the politicians
and their supporters oppose this witness work
in the name of God and his kingdom and perse-
cute the witnesses? Is it because they willingly
desire to serve the Devil? The Secriptural an-
swer is, because such opposers are without
knowledge and understanding of Jehovah’s
Word. If these opposers had a knowledge and
understanding of the Bible, which shows that
the only hope for the nations of earth is the
kingdom of God under Christ, and that in the
very near future God will destroy Satan’s or-
ganization and put his kingdom of righteous-



56 INTOLERANCE

ness in full control, surely they would not de-
liberately fight against God. It is easy to be
seen, therefore, that they lack knowledge and
understanding and that knowledge and under-
standing te them would now he of very great
value.

Today in this part of the country there are
a number of Jehovah’s witnesses who have gone
from house to house with the message of God’s
kingdom advising the people how they may
learn the way of escape from the great trouble
that is shortly coming upon the world, and how
they may come into complete peace and happi-
ness and life. They are doing this because God
commands it and because they love to do Jeho-
vah’s will. In doing this philanthropic and godly
work they meet much opposition from the cler-
gymen, high church leaders, police officers and
magistrates, and at the hands of such they suf-
fer many indignities. Just while I am talking
information comes that two men and five wom-
en, Jehovah’s witnesses, are under arrest and
being tried at Summit, N. J., because they free-
ly gave to people in that city today the message
of God’s kingdom. Their persecutors are fight-
ing against God. New Jersey police are derelict
in arresting kidnapers, but under the clergy’s
influence are adepts at arresting faithful wit-
nesses of Jehovah, who help the people in time
of need. Why would men who claim to believe
in God thus oppose and persecute those who
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are really engaged in carrying the truth to the
people to comfort them in this time of distress
and perplexity? The answer is, because such
opposers are without knowledge and understand-
ing of God’s Word. When the knowledge of
God’s purpose is brought to the attention of
such opposers, then their responsibility is great-
ly increased. If they had never known any
better they would not have been so reprehen-
sible; but, having been informed in the light
of events that are in fulfilment of prophecy,
they are now without excuse. To his faithful
followers, and concerning those who oppose his
witnesses Jesus says: “Remember the word that
I said unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will
also persecute you; if they have kept my say-
ing, they will keep yours also. But all these
things will they do unto you for my name’s sake,
because they know not him that sent me. If I
had not come and spoken unto them, they had
not had sin; but now they have no cloke for
their sin.” (John 15:20-22) Clergymen and
public officials have now had fair warning, and
they must assume the responsibility before God.
Knowledge and understanding would be of in-
estimable value to them if they would learn
the way of wisdom.

The only way to life and endless happiness
is Jehovah’s way, and that way is by and through
Christ Jesus and his kingdom. From God’s
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Word we are taught that there is no other name
given under heaven whereby men can get life
except the name of Christ Jesus. (Acts 4:12)
Let us suppose that the world might be recov-
ered by present efforts and that the wheels of
commerce might turn everywhere and all the
people be put in even a better condition than
they were before the war. ven such temporal
blessings could be only temporary to the present
generation. Only God’s kingdom through Christ
can now bring the things that men desire and
need. Jesus emphasized that point when he
said (Matthew 16:26): ‘For what is a man
profited if he shall gain the whole world and
lose his life? No man or organization of men
can give life to any man. ‘Life is a gift of God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6: 23)
No one can receive a gift without first having
knowledge and understanding thereof. Then he
must render himself in obedience to the terms
of the gift. If you would offer a man a bag of
gold and he could neither see nor hear nor
otherwise understand you he could not accept
the gift. Knowledge and understanding con-
cerning the gift of life, therefore, are of the
greatest value to all. God’s Word is true and -
points out to man the right road to take, and
he who gains that knowledge and understanding
from Jehovah and walks in that appointed way
finds the way to life and may receive the great-
est gift that could come to him, Therefore the
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Lord says to man, as set forth in Proverbs 8: 10,
11: “Reeceive my instruction, and mot silver;
and knowledge rather than choice gold. For
wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things
that may be desired are not to be compared to
it')l

Jehovah God has caused the Bible to be print-
ed in all langnages and has made it possible
for you to read the texts thereof and to thus
gain a knowledge of the texts. In these latter
days he has cansed his prophecies to be ful-
filled and a record of such fulfilment to be writ-
ten out and published and brought to your at-
tention that you can gain both a lmowledge and
understandmg of his purposes. The Lord him-
self is the interpreter of his Word and he has
made it plainly to be understood even by the
most unlearned in worldly matters. Do not,
therefore, permit yourself to longer be led by
men who claim to teach God’s Word and yet
who have neither knowledge nor understanding
of the Word of God. They have been blinded
by the enemy Satan, have given heed to worldly
wisdom, and ignored God’s Word and have led
you into blindness. Concerning them Jesus says
(Matthew 15:14): “Let them alone: they be
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”

Jehovah God is no respecter of persons. He
has not committed to any organization or man,
be he pope, priest or lawyer, the right to inter-
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pret his Word, but, on the contrary, has caused
to be written in his Word that no seripture is
of private interpretation. (2 Peter 1:20) Je-
hovah God and Christ are the teachers, and
through them are knowledge and understanding
obtained. It is the privilege and duty of every-
one now to gain such knowledge. To all who
honestly seek the Lord he now says: “And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come: and whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.”—Revelation 22: 17.
Regardless of whether you are a Catholie,
Protestant or Jew, permit me in all sincerity
to urge upon you that you do not follow the
teachings of men, but that you personally and
diligently apply yourselves to a careful and
prayerful study of the Word of God that you
may gain the knowledge and understanding of
his purposes concerning you and your eternal
welfare. Such knowledge and understanding is
of far greater value than all the material wealth
and fame of this world. Concerning this the
Lord says to the people: “Happy is the man
that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding : for the merchandise of it is bet-
ter than the merchandise of silver, and the gain
thereof than fine gold. She is more precious
than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire
are not to be compared unto her. Length of
days is in her right hand; and in her left hand
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riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleas-
- antness, and all her paths are peace. She is
a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her;
and happy is every one that retaineth her.”—
Proverbs 3:13-18.

If the present rulers had knowledge, under-
standing and faith in God’s Word they would
be econvineced that the world can never be recov-
ered and that all schemes for that purpose are
certain to fail. The reason is, Jehovah has en-
tered final judgment for the destruction of the
world. What the human race needs, and what
it will get, is regeneration and a new world
wherein dwells righteousness. (2 Peter 3: 10, 13)
Then there will be no more need of disarmament
conferences, because there will never be another
war. There will be no more suffering from pov-
erty, because Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ
will supply the people with an abundance. Un-
righteousness and wicked oppression will cease
for ever. Such is Jehovah’s marvelous provi-
sion. Such knowledge and understanding bring
peace and comfort of mind even in this time
of distress. With all your getting, therefore,
get knowledge and understanding, and rest con-
fidently in the promises of JEHOVAH GOD.
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