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BEYOND THE GRAVE

EN WHO CLAIM to be wise tell the peo-
ple that great men living on the earth
for a season accomplish much and then at

death pass on to the next world, there to accom-
plish much more. In recent years a man known
throughout the earth as an inventive genius
died., Public men and the public press would
have the people believe that that man was really
the ereator of light and power and that when
he died he passed quickly into another world
where he will accomplish much more. In this
they deceive themselves and deceive many
others and dighonor God. One man who was at
the bedside when death ensued states that the
dying man remarked, “It is beautiful over
there,” thereby meaning to convey the thought
that the dying man could see beyond the grave,
It is exceedingly doubtful if the dying man ever
made such a statement, but if he did make it
the statement was due to a delusion resulting
from weakness.

Have any truly great men ever lived on earth
aside from Jesus Christ, the beloved Son of
God? I answer in harmony with the Scriptures,
Not one. But ig not a man great when he can

invent electric lights, electrie trains, and cause
3
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that power called “electricity” to move great
machinery? If a man. could do these things he
might be called great, but no man ever invented
electricity or electrie lights. It is freely claimed
that electricity is a modern invention and that
man had much to do with the original invention
thereof and therefore man is great and his
name and fame are immortal. Others laud the
name of such so-called “great” men and give
them praise and honor. But why not give honor
to Jehovah God, who created all things? It was
Jehovah who said, “Let there be light,” and
“there was light”; and that was long before
man was created. Instead of eleetricity’s being
a modern invention it is one of the means which
Jehovah God ereated and which he employed to
light the pillar of cloud that went before the
Israelites to guide them at night, and he also
used it to light the most holy in the tabernacle
which he caused to be ereeted in the wilderness
for the Jews. Satan would have the people be-
lieve, however, that man invented electricity.
The peoples of earth have been greatly
blessed by the use of electricity during the past
half century, but no man is the inventor thereof.
Men with much more than ordinary ingenuity
have harnessed this power and used it to the
good of mankind and also to the injury of man-
kind. Men are prone to attach too much im-
portance to the achievements of human crea-
tures and then to say that the brains of great
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men do not perish at death but live on to ac-
complish greater things. What things man
achieves are confined to this earth; and when he
dies his achievements stop at the grave, where
he awaits God’s due time to waken him out of
death. When a man dies God suffers no loss. Let
it be kept in mind that our common enemy Sa-
tan always attempts to make man appear to he
greater than God, his purpose heing to turn
man away from God, who is man’s real Friend.
It was Jesus who said ‘that which i highly es-
teemed amongst men is an abomination to Je-
hovah God’. The reason why such esteem is an
abomination to God is that Satan uses men to
sing the praises of other men to turn mankind
away from God, and this to the hurt of man.
At Psalm 94:8-11 (4.R.V.) God’s prophet says:
“Consider, ye brutish among the people; and ye
fools, when will ye be wise? He that planted
the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed the
eye, shall he not see? He that chastiseth the
nations, shall not he correct, even he that teach-
eth man knowledge? Jehovah knoweth the
thoughts of man, that they are vanity.”

It was Satan who brought forth Nimrod as
the first ‘great and mighty’ man and made the
people believe that he was greater than God.
Jehovah could have prevented Satan from doing
this, to be sure, but he has put before men good
and let men choose either that or choose to take
a wrongful course. At the same time God has
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warned men against the deception practiced by
Satan. Amongst such instruction of warning
Jehovah says (Psalm 146:3,4): “Put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he re-
turneth to his earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish.” This divine rule applies with
equal force to the weak and to the strong. A
man of much earthly attainment and who has
done much more than ordinary men is at death
in the same condition as a nonentity. There is
no immortalizing of the minds at death, because

"it is written, in Eeclesiastes 9:5,10: ‘The dead

know not anything; there is no wisdom, nor
device, nor knowledge, in the grave, where man
goes.” To deify man and magnify his impor-
tance and what man has accomplished in this
life tends always to turn men away from God,
who is the only source of life and blessing,.

Man did not create himself; nor did man
formulate the purpose for which he was created.
The eternal, supreme and all-wise God made
man and gave him life and declared the pur-
pose for which he was created. The fact that
God made man superior to the brute beasts and
endowed him with reasoning faculties implies
that man’s greatest efforts should be put forth
to learn the will of his Creator, who is always
right, to reason upon it and then to do God’s
will.
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Ilven the courts of the land recognize that
when a man is dying he is not competent to
make a will disposing of his property. With
stronger reasoning it must appear to all that a
dying man could not look into the future and
say what is there. Satan takes advantage of the
weakness of dying men to induce them to speak
of what they imagine they see but which they
cannot in fact see. Satan would induce men to
believe that what is called death is their friend
and that then they pass into a better condition.
This is the substance of Satan’s first lie. The
Scriptures plainly tell us that death is man’s
worst enemy aside from Satan himself. Except
for the unselfish provision God has made for
man there would be no hope whatsoever beyond
the grave. God made the first human creature
perfect, with the right to live on earth as long
as he did right. When he willfully did wrong
God sentenced him to death, which means his
everlasting destruction unless God delivers him
out of death. Jehovah God has made provision
for man’s deliverance from death, but as long as
Satan ecan keep men in ignorance of the truth
they cannot avail themselves of God’s gracious
provision.

Let the people cease from an attempt to im-
mortalize men, and give heed to the Word of
God, that they may know what is beyond the
grave. The death penalty was justly put upon
Adam; and all men, without exception, have suf-
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fered from the effeets thereof. All were, by in-
heritance, born in sin., Agreeable to his promise
God sent his beloved Son to earth to take the
place of the sinner in death in order that man-
kind might be relieved from death and its ef-
feets. Therefore it is written, in John 3:16:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” Belief in God and in Christ is absolutely
essential to receiving life beyond the grave; and
no man can bhelieve without first he has some
knowledge upon which he bases that belief.
Hence it is written, in Romans 10:11: “How
then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? and how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard?”

A free gift cannot be aceepted by a man until
he has knowledge that the gift is offered to him.
If man is wholly ignorant of such offer, how
could he receive it? If men are induced to be-
lieve that when a good man dies he goes at once
into another world where he continues to grow
great, and this reward he receives by reason of
his greatness attained on earth, they show their
entire ignorance of the only way that leads to
life. The Secriptures declare that there is no
name given under heaven whereby men can be
given life except by and through Christ Jesus.
In Romans 5:18 it is written: “As by the of-
fence of one judgment came upon all men to
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condemnation; even so by the righteousness ot
one the free gift came upon all men unto justi-
fication of life.” If a man dies in ignorance of
God’s gracious promise of redemption and res-
urrection by the blood of Christ Jesus, then it
will be absolutely impossible for him to at oneca
pass into another and better world. It will be
necessary for him first to be raised out of death
and given a knowledge of the truth before he
can have an opportunity for life.

There is but one class of persons that can
even by faith look with hope for a better place
beyond this world, and that class of people is
made up of those who are fully devoted to God
as followers of Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul
was one of such, and when he had finished his
earthly work he wrote: ‘I have kept the faith,
and shall wait for the coming of Christ Jesus
and his kingdom, and I know that then I and
those who love his appearing will receive the
crown of life” But Paul did not rely upon his
earthly attainments as a great man as a reason
for receiving such reward. On the contrary, he
counted every worldly attainment as nothing.
He said, at Philippians 3:7-11: “But what
things were gain to me, those I counted logs for
Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things
but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and do eount them
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found
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in him, not having mine own rightecousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith; that I may know him, and the
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, being made conformable unto his
death; if by any means I might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead.”

No man can have the hope of passing at death
into a better condition who has not believed
upon Gtod and upon Christ and his kingdom and
devoted himself entirely to the Lord., Regard-
less of all earthly attainment, the man who has
devoted himself to the things of this world can-
not possibly look into the future when on his
deathbed and truthfully say: “It is beautiful
over there,” If Satan ean practice such fraud
upon the dying and upon the living he thereby
succeeds in causing them to be kept in ignorance
of God’s provision.

There is hope for the dead who die in ig-
norance, and that hope is in the resurrection;
because it is written, in Aects 24:15: “There
shall be a resurrection of the dead, hoth of the
just and unjust” Again, in Aets 17:31, the
statement is made that God has appointed a
specific time, during the reign of Christ, in
which all mankind shall have a fair trial for life.
Those who have died outside of Christ are dead
and unconsecious, in the grave. At the Lord’s
due time these shall be awakened out of death
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and given a knowledge of the truth and an op-
portunity to live. In 2 Timothy 4:1 the Serip-
tural statement is that Christ Jesus shall judge
the living and the dead at his coming and his
kingdom. The hope for the obedient ones under
hig judgment is that they shall he made perfect
men and live on the earth for ever. They will
then learn that all of the great inventions are
the result of God’s favor and not of man’s in-
genuity.

God created the earth for man and man for
the earth, and the restored man will inhabit the
earth in due time, hecause the Lord has so
promised, as stated in Isaiah, 45th chapter, Men
who have been diligent in aceomplishing good
and desirable things for themselves and their
fellow man while in this life may accomplizh
greater things when restored to perfection un-
der Christ Jesus, but they will then learn that
whatsoever they have, and all their attainments,
are due to the loving-kindness and gracious gift
of Jehovah God.

Because we are now in the period of transi-
tion from Satan’s world of darkness to the king-
dom of God’s dear Son, he has permitted many
heretofore hidden things to come to light, and,
without doubt, during the reign of Christ men
will learn far more than has ever been learned
until now. All they learn, however, will not make
them heady nor cause them to give honor and
glory to man, but will cause them to give honor




12 BEYOND THE GRAVE

and glory to Jehovah God, to whom honor is
due, and because he is the source of life and all
blessings. .

Seeing that God ordered the electrie light
for the benefit of his chosen people Israel long
centuries ago, and that he has permitted men to
use this same light and power for their aid and
comfort in these days, we may be sure that this
great power will be used for many more hene-
ficial things during the reign of Christ. The
promise is that then the weeds and thistles and
pests, and like things, shall be destroyed; and
it is entirely reasonable to conclude that the
Lord will show man how to get rid of these
things and this may be done by electricity. Every
man, however, who will receive the blessings
under the kingdom of Christ must believe that
Jehovah God is the Rewarder of man and that
Jesus Christ is his Administrative Officer. For
man’s benefit Jehovah will have all men to know
that he is the only true God and that there is
none bhesides him.

Religions

ELIGIONS may be properly placed in two
classes, to wit: (1) the true religion, which
means a loving obedience to Jehovah God

and a joyful service rendered to him; and (2)
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world religions, which include the various out-
ward forms of worship practiced by men and by
which men indicate their belief in some superior
power which power has to do, as they believe,
with their eternal welfare. All peoples of earth
practice some kind of formalism called religion,
and doubtless all are sincere. By the term
“world religion” is meant that form of outward
worship practiced by the people who are of the
world. With malice toward no one, and with a
sincere desire to aid all who wish to aseertain
the truth, T now call attention first to the world
rehmons, showing the origin and the develop-
ment thereof, and thcn I shall point out from the
Scriptures what ig the true and pure religion.
There is one true and almighty God who is
from everlasting to everlasting, and his name
is Jehovah. There is one mimic or fraudulent
god who practices fraud and deceit to mislead
the people, and his name is Satan the Devil.
Man is created with a natural desire and tend-
ency to worship some higher power; and since
life proceeds from Jehovah God, he is the one
worthy of all worship by men. Knowing the
natural tendeney of men to worship, and having
a covetouns desire for the worship of man, Satan
has practiced fraud upon men and has led them
into the worship of anything except Jehovah
God. The Scriptures tell us that Satan is the
god or invisible ruler of this world. The word
world means the peoples of earth organized into
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forms of government and acting under the in-
fluence and eontrol of an invisible and higher
power. If that unseen power is wicked the world
is wicked. If the unseen power is righteous and
good that world is good. From Eden till now
the world has been wicked because Satan the
wicked one has exercised controlling power over
men and nations and kept them under his con-
trol and turned them away from the true God.
A religion, therefore, that does not lead men to
give all their love and devotion to Jehovah is
a world religion, regardless of the sincerity of
those who practice it, That religion may be
called heathen or it may be called Christian.
“Organized Christianity” is a world religion,
and is therefore not true and does not represent
Jehovah God.

World religion had its origin about two hun-
dred and fifty years after Adam was expelled
from Eden. By that time the people had in-
creased in numbers and had fallen under the in-
filuence of Satan. The people began to organize
themselves into a company, and it is written,
in Genesis four, that ‘then they began to call
themselves hy the name of the Lord’. (Margin)
This they did under the wicked influence of Sa-
tan and in derigion and mockery of Jehovah Godl.

Later the people assembled on the plains of
Shinar, and under the influence of the unseen
power Satan they set about to build a tower that
it might reach up to heaven. They there hegan
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the practice of a religion which was wicked, be-
cause Satan induced them to worship Nimrod,
a man, and give to him a name even above that
of Jehovah God. By the building of the tower
of Babel and instituting Devil worship this peo-
ple said in substance: “We have no need of Je-
hovah God.” Satan had turned them away from
the true God. That marks the beginning of or-
ganized governments, and from then till now
every organized government of earth has had a
state religion or a recognized and practiced re-
ligion peculiar to its own state or nation. There
have been seven great world powers, and each
one of these world powers has had its religion.
The last two, Rome and Britain, adopted what
they call “the Christian religion” or “organized
Christianity”. While these nations claim to be
Christian, they are not the representatives of
God and Christ, but are worldly organizations
and part of'the world and under the influence
and control of the invisible ruler Satan, Their
leaders constitute a part of the ruling factors
of the world. The tendeney of all these religions
is to give honor and praise to men or to some
unseen idol or god and to turn the people away
from the worship of the true and almighty God.

Jehovah God selected the children of Abra-
ham and adopted them as his own peculiar peo-
ple. These are called Israelites, or Jews. Jeho-
vah God led them out from Ilgypt and to Mount
Sinai and there inaugurated a covenant with
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them and gave to them his law. His first great
commandment to them is recorded in Kxodus,
the 20th chapter, and reads: “I am the Lord
thy God, which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.”

« The reason Jehovah God thus commanded
the Israelites was to safeguard them from the
wicked influence of Satan the Devil. The only
way that they could be protected was to faith-
fully adhere to and serve Jehovah God. Then
God caused Moses to build a tabernacle for the
Jews in the wilderness and there they worshiped
Jehovah and there he used them to make pie-
tures or types of greater things to follow con-
cerning the development of his kingdom. When
the Jews had settled at Jerusalem the temple
was built, and there they assembled to worship
Jehovah God. Such is properly called the Jew-
ish religion because it was their method of wor-
shiping Jehovah under his commandment. Sa-
tan used the nations about Jerusalem to seduce
the Jews and the Jews fell away to the Devil
worship, and God cast them away from him.
The leaders and teachers amongst the Jews
drew near to God with their words but they did
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not devote themselves to Jehovah, and there-
fore their religion became a world religion.
—Isaiah 29:13.

Jehovah God sent Jesus to earth, who. re-
peated the divine commandment that the only
and right and proper course was to have no God
besides Jehovah, and that the people must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth. Jesus gathered
about him some to be his faithful followers and
with these began the building of his church, and
which is called the “church of the living Gtod”
because these worship and serve only Jehovah,
the true and eternal God. Jesus had nothing
to do with this world, and the pure religion had
no connection with this world. On the contrary,
he said: “My kingdom is not of this world,” He
was entirely opposed to world religions because
these are under the direction of Satan. He told
his followers that Satan is the ruler of this
world and that he was against Satan. Jesus
was in the world, but he was no part of it. In-
stead of submitting himself to the prince of this
world he resisted the Devil and his influence
and said to his disciples, as recorded in John
16:33: “I have overcome the world.” Then he
caused to be written to his followers that they
must overcome the world by being faithful and
true to Jehovah God. True Christianity in-
creased while the apostles were on the earth,
even though greatly opposed by Satan and his
agents,
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Shortly after the apostles died the religion
which is now called “the Christian religion” be-
came a world religion, and has been such since,
Leaders in the organization called “Christian”
entered fully into politics and became a part of
the ruling powers of the world and then there
was introduced into these so-called “church” or-
ganizations all manner of formalism, which
formalism gives honor to men, both dead and
alive, and tends to turn the people away from
Jehovah God and to Satan the god of this world.
Today in every land that is called “Christian”
and in all the nations which compose “Christen-
dom” polities, finance, and religion go hand in
hand as the ruling powers of the world. “Or-
ganized Christianity” not only is a friend of this
world, but is a part of the world. Coneerning
such it is written, in James 4:4: “Know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of
the world is the enemy of God.” So-called “or-
ganized Chrigtianity” honors men and sings the
praises of men, and, although claiming to repre-
sent God, these wrongfully say that men can re-
form the world and make this earth a fit place
on which to live; and thereby they completely
ignore the Word of God, which says that the
kingdom of God under Christ is the only remedy
for suffering peoples of the earth. Satan has
thus fraudulently turned away the nations called
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“Christian” from the true God and no nation in
fact is a Christian nation.

The Seriptures then define what constitutes
the pure religion. At James 1: 27 it is written:
“Pure religion and nndefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.” This scripture is
properly applied both literally and symbolically.
Literally there are many orphans and widows in
the land who are in mourning and distress be-
cause of the loss of loved ones in death. ‘With-
out a knowledge of God’s provision for the re-
demption and resurrection of these they have
no hepe. It is the privilege, then, of a true Chris-
tian to comfort them by telling them the truth
concerning God’s kingdom and the blessings it
will bring. Jehovah God is the Life-giver, and
therefore the great Father. The true church of
Christ is God’s church; but when “organized
Christianity” turned to the god of this world,
Jehovah cast her away and those in the organi-
zation desiring to serve God but who continned
to hold on to the old worldly system are prop-
erly spoken of in this seripture as fatherless.
The entire company of those thus desiring to
serve God and who are held as prisoners are
properly spoken of as a widow. This is the sym-
boliec use of the words in the foregoing text.
What is the meaning of this seripture concern-
ing the practice of the pure religion? It is this:
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Those who are wholly devoted to God and his
kingdom are told that it is their duty, and it is
the proper method of practicing the pure re-
ligion, to go about among the people and com-
fort those who mourn and sigh beeause of the
abominations that are done in the land and done
in the name of the Lord God. In doing this, they
are also commanded to keep themselves un-
spotted from the world; and this they do hy
“‘wholly devoting themselves to God and to his
kingdom and holding themselves entirely aloof
from worldly organizations.

There are many good people in the world who
are held in these denominational organizations
and who mourn and sigh and desire comfort,
For some few years now just past there have
been a company of men and women, wholly de-
voted to God and to his kingdom, going about
the land from house to house, and who are still
doing so, calling upon the people and telling
them about God and about his kingdom. Thus
they are helping the people in their sorrow and
affliction. Thereby they are practicing the pure
religion. They go to the doors of the people
with books published especially explaining the
Bible, and this they do that the people may, if
they desire, learn of the blessing that God has
in reservation for those that serve him. These
men and women who are thus practicing the
pure religion are greatly opposed by Satan the
Devil, and particularly by “organized Chris-




22 BEYOND THE GRAVE

tianity” so called. Many persons have been de-
ceived by Satan and have been led to persecute
these humble witnesses of Jehovah, but they go
on just the same, practicing the pure religion in
obedience to the commandment of the Lord, I
have called attention to the true and the false
religions for the purpose of showing you that
there is but one great and almighty God, to
whom all honor and worship are due, and that
his is the only way for the people to ever re-:
ceive the blessings of liberty, prosperity and
life. The people musgt come to know God and
devote themselves to him and then do his will.
The time has come when God commands the
message of truth to be carried to the people as
a witness; and when this witness work is done
he will destroy Satan, and with him all of the
false religions. Then the people will be free to
worship Jehovah God in spirit and in truth and
to be for ever blessed in the kingdom of the
Most High.

-~

r

New Heavens and New Earth

HE BIBLE STATEMENT appearing at

2 Peter 3:13 is: “We, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.,” Many
persons of good will have been led to believe
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that this seripture means that the literal earth
upon which men now live will be completely
destroyed. They support their conclusion further
by the words of the apostle appearing in the
same chapter and which read: “The earth also,
and the works that are therein, shall be burned
up.” The student of the Bible must always de-
termine whether a word is used literally or sym-
bolically. It is not unusual at all for some words
to be used in our daily conversation of life hoth
literally and symbolically. For instance, when
the season is very warm we say, “It is a hot
time.” When two contending political parties
are engaged in a vigorous campaign it is also
usual to say, “It is a hot time,” referring to their
controversy. It is even =o in the Bible, and the
context must be taken into consideration, to-
gether with other seriptures dealing with the
same subject matter, in order to determine
whether a word is used literally or symbolieally.

Speaking of the literal earth, or mundane
sphere on which we now reside, it is written in
the Seriptures, Isaiah 45, that God made the
earth to be inhabited by man, and made it not
in vain. And furthermore, in HEeclesiastes 1:4:
“The earth abideth for ever.,” In view of this
plain statement it is not reasonable to conclude
that God would destroy the literal earth. When
symbolically used the word earth means the or-
ganization of men on this earth into forms of
government which rule and control it. The word
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world as used in the seripture means men or-
ganized into forms of government, and operat-
ing under the supervision, influence and control
of an invisible overlord. The “heavens” are
made up of the creatures invisible to man and
constitute the invisible ruling power. The vis-
ible part of the world is called “earth” and is
composed of men, :
When God put his perfect man in Ilden and
gave him a woman and put the animal ereation
under man, that constituted the visible part of
the then world. God made Lucifer, now called
Satan, the invisible overlord of man and gave
to Lucifer a host of angels that worked with
him. Lucifer and his angels constituted the
heavens or ruling power invisible to man. That
was the first world. Lucifer became wicked and
his name was changed to Satan and Devil, and
his angels likewise followed him in wickedness.
Men of the earth were quickly contaminated by
Satan’s wicked infiuence, and the earth was
filled with violence. God then sent the flood,
which destroyed that world, that is to say, de-
stroyed the government invisible and visible
and at the same time killed many creatures. Fol-
lowing the flood men organized governments
and again Satan obtained control over them,
and that world of wickedness persists until the
present day and has become very wicked. Con-
cerning this world the apostle writes that it
ghall be destroyed by fire in the day of the ex-
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pression of God’s wrath. The word “fire” when'
used symbolically means destruction, and it is
almost certain that its use in this connection is
both literal and symbolic and deseribes the
disaster that shall come upon the governing or
ruling power of this world; and that such de-
struction has no reference whatsoever to the
literal earth.

Many of the seriptures make it clear that the
rule or government of Satan and his angels
shall be completely destroyed and that his power
over man will be destroyed and that the un-
righteous governments of the present time shall
end for ever, and that this shall take place in a
time of trouble greater than the world has ever
heretofore known. That will be the last trouble,
for the reason that the righteous rule of Christ
will then-control the affairs of the world and -
will continue for ever.

The apostle says that “according to his prom-
ise” we “look for new heavens and a new earth”.
To what promise does he refer? There is a
promise of God set forth in the Seriptures
which stands preeminently above all others, and
that promise is that God will produce a govern-
ment that shall rule in righteousness and shall
extend its blessings to all the nations and fam-
ilies of the earth. God began to give this prom-
ise to Abraham when he said ‘in thy seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed’. In Ga-
latians three it is written that this promised



26 BEYOND THE GRAVE

“seed” refers to Christ and his kingdom. That
kingdom is composed of Christ Jesus, the great
King and Executive Officer of Jehovah, and
144,000 members of his body, aided and sup-
ported by a host of angelic ereatures. Such will
constitute the “new heavens”, because it is the
new invisible ruling power that shall rule and
control the world of righteousness. At the
present time the invigible rule that controls the
world of wickedness is Satan and his angels,
which rule will soon pass away and be succeeded
by the righteous rule of Christ; therefore the
passing away of the old and the coming in of
the new heavens.

When the apostle says “We, according to his
promise”, he means he places himself in that
class that looks confidently to the establishment
of the new invisible ruling power according to
God’s promise. The apostle had many reasons
to believe that. When Jesus was on earth he was
talking to his apostles and said to them, as re-
corded in Luke 22:29, 30: ‘My Father has cov-
enanted with me for a kingdom, and I covenant
with you that you shall he members of that king-
dom and ghare it with me.” Furthermore, the
words of Jesus in John fourteen express his
promise to return and to receive his faithful
disciples into the kingdom. Again, he states, in
Luke 12:32: “Fear not, little flock; for it is
your I"ather’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” These and other scriptures show that
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the apostle and other faithful followers of
Christ Jesus shall share with him in that king-
dom that shall rule the world in righteousness,
and that these shall constitute the new heavens.

Human eyes will never see Jesus Christ the
King and his associated members of the king-
dom, because such are spirit erecatures and not
visible to man. That righteous government,
however, will have men on earth who will be the
official representatives of the kingdom and who
will be perfect men and who, of course, will be
visible to human eyes. These faithful governors
in the earth will constitute what is symbolically
called by the apostle the “new earth”. These
men will never be kings, but they will be rulers
under the direction and supervision of the right-
eous Christ. For this reason they are called
“princes who shall rule in all the eartl’, as stated
in the forty-fifth Psalm. Who selects these men?
There will be no political election for their selec-
tion. Long ago God selected them. Many of
them are/named in the eleventh chapter of He-
brews. Their seleetion covered a period of time
from Abel to John the Baptist. These men had
faith in the promise of God and, although they
were greatly oppressed by Satan and persecuted
by him, they at all times stood firm for God and
righteousness and maintained their integrity to-
ward God. Concerning these faithful men it is
written, in Hebrews 11: “But now they desire
a better country, that is, an heavenly: where-
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fore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
for he hath prepared for them a city. ... These
all died in faith, not having received the prom-
ises, but having seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth.” “A city” symbolically means a
government, and ‘God having prepared for them
a city’ means that God has provided for these
faithful men a place in his righteous world gov-
ernment,

Where are these faithful men now? They are
dead in the grave, awaiting the resurrection.
Concerning them it is written, in Hebrews 11:
59,40: “And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the prom-
ise; God having provided some better thing for
us, that they without us should not be made per-
feet.” That means that when the class compos-
ing the members of the new heavens, and to
which the apostle belonged, is completed, then
God will raise these faithful men out of death
and make them the visible representatives of
his kingdom on earth and they will constitute
the new earth. Therefore it is written by the"
prophet, in Isaiah 32:1: “Behold, a king shall
reign in righteousnesg, and princes shall rule in
judgment.” Otherwise stated, the ruling power
will emanate from the unseen or heavenly king-
dom, which is the new heavens, the Christ, and
the orders of the new government will be exe-



NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 99

cuted on earth by these faithful princes in the
earth, and the entire rule will be righteous. By
faith the apostle saw this, and under inspira-
tion and by the spirit of God he wrote, He said
these wicked conditions that now exist shall
pass away with a great and fiery time of trou-
ble and then there shall be a new invisible ruling
power, and new rulers on the earth, all for the
good of men and to the glory of God.

We have now come to that great transition
period from the old wicked rule to the beginning
of the new and righteous rule. Already Satan
has been cast out of heaven and the next step is
the battle of Armageddon, in which his power
and rule will be completely destroyed. Christ
of necessity must begin his royal reign before
he could destroy the wicked rule. Satan, seeing
that the time draws near when he must fight this
final battle, is, according to the seripture, hur-
riedly gathering his forces against the Lord and
against his anointed. That battle is impending
and soon will fall, and will result in the complete
wrecking of Satan’s organization. One of the
strongholds of Satan’s organization is that of
“Christendom”, which is certain to go down. As
God caused Noah to give warning of the ap-
proaching of the flood, even so now he causes his
faithful witnesses on the earth to give warning
of the approaching destruction of Satan’s world.
For this reason men and women come to you at
your homes exhibiting books that explain these
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truths that appear in the Bible, Their purpose
is to enable you to understand the truth, that
you may be in line for the kingdom which is
just at hand. The message concerning God’s
kingdom is of greater importance than any mes-
sage ever before delivered to the people, be-
cause it tells of the fact of Satan’s fall and the
reign of the righteous One that is to follow. To
be sure, Satan will oppose this message; and for
this reason there is much opposition to the work
that these witnesses of the Lord are doing. Let
me urge upon you, however, that yon receive
them and hear what they have to say, then read
your Bible, together with the books that you can
obtain from them, and thus get an understand-
ing of how you may receive the blessings of the
kingdom.

The Word of God is true, and it is the only
safe guide for man who seeks righteousness. It
is impossible for you to understand it unless
you make some effort to do so. Nothing but love
for God will induce men and women to come to
you with this message of the kingdom and come
under such adverse eircumstances. Their com-
ing is in obedience to the commandments of the
Lord; and be assured that the Lord has in store
for all who receive that message, and who take
their stand on the side of Jehovah, many rich
and lasting blessings.

The prophecy of Hzekiel is explained in detail
in the book called Vindication and which can be
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had from Jehoval’s witnesses. It is appropriate
that you gain the knowledge it contains just at
this time of petil. In that prophecy Jehovah re-
peats more than sixty times the statement “They
shall know that I am God’. His written judg-
ment is that all creation shall be brought to a
knowledge of the truth. Those who refuse to
hear in his due time God will destroy. Those
who gladly receive the truth, know Jehovah, and
serve him, will be for ever blessed. The new
heavens and the new earth will be a complete

vindication of the word and name of Jehovah
God.

World’s Judgment

EHOVAH’S LAW definitely provides for the
judgment of the world. The correet defini-
tion of the words used makes the subject

matter easier to be understood. World, as here
used, means the official organization that rules
the peoples of the earth. That organization
consists of two parts, to wit: the invisible, which
is composed of Satan and a host of wicked an-
gels, all of which are invigible to human eyes;
and the visible part, which is composed of the
commercial, political and religious elements
amongst men, and all together operating as the
rulers of the peoples of the earth. The visible
part of the organization is supported by many
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persons who are no part of the official organiza-
tion. “Judgment,” as -here used, is the judicial
determination or decree of God as to the final
destiny of the organization of the world. The
world’s judgment therefore means God’s decree
announcing the end of the oppressive rule of the
people and telling of the means of executing
that decree.

Jehovah himself, as the Supreme Judge of
the universe, has committed to his beloved Son
Christ Jesus the active judgment work. At John
5:22, 27 the Scriptural record is: “The Father
... hath committed all judgment unto the Son;
and hath given him authority to execute judg-
ment.” At Matthew 25: 31 it is written that the
holy angels aet with Jesus and under his com-
mand at the time of judgment. The primary
purpose of the judgment and the execution
thereof is the vindication of the name of Jeho-
vah God. Such vindication is absolutely neces-
sary for the life and well-being of humankind
and places the name of Jehovah in its proper
place in the minds of all creation. The reason
i that for centuries Satan the Devil has defied
Jehovah God, misrepresented him before all
creation, defamed Jehovah’s holy name, and has
thereby deceived men and angels and led them
away from God and into the very depths of
wickedness. By this subtle and wicked means
Satan has organized and carried on the wicked
world which rules mankind in unrighteousness.
In order for men to have a fair opportunity for
life and to live under a righteous government
they must know Jehovah God, and such will be
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the result of the world judgment. Therefore the
world judgment will result beneficially for all
of mankind that come to know Jehovah and
obey him,

- The Scriptures definitely fix the fact that
Christ Jesus, the great Judge, appeared at the
temple of Jehovah God in the year 1918 for the
purpose of beginning judgment, and that such
judgment must begin and did begin with the
house of God, that is to say, with those of man-
kind who had entered into a covenant with Je-
hovah by which they agreed to do the will of
Jehovah. The facts and the Seriptures fully
concur in showing that such part of the judg-
ment resulted in separating evil or lawless ones
from the faithful servant class of Jehovah, Je-
sus, at Matthew twenty-four, plainly states that
those found faithful at that time would be made
the witnesses of Jehovah and that the work of
such would bhe to give notice of warning to
the peoples of earth concerning God’s judg-
ment upon Satan’s organization and to tell them
of the relief and blessings that shall come
through God’s kingdom. This work of the faith-
ful servant class must be done immediately be-
fore the execution of God’s judgment upon the
world. This work of giving notice and warning
by Jehovah’s witnesses is now in progress. At
the same time Satan is directing his forces
against Jehovah’s witnesses and God is bring-
ing about the conditions that will cause all the
people to identify themselves as being either
on Jehovah God’s side or on the Devil’s side,
and those taking the side of the Devil will suf-
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fer in the execution of the judgment upon the
wozrld. '

Long ago God caused to be recorded in the
Bible facts that exactly and accurately picture
his préparation for and the execution of his judg-
ment upon the world. These pictures the Lord
says he caused to be recorded in the Bible for
the benefit of those on earth immediately pre-
ceding the judgment and who have an honest
desire to know the truth and to do God’s will,
The preparatory work for the final execution
of the world’s judgment is now progressing, and
when this preliminary work is completed, the
Scriptures show, the execution of the judgment
will take place. One of these striking pictures is
found in the ninth chapter of Ezekiel’s prophecy.

I now give you a brief outline of one of the
mogt thrilling pictures recorded concerning the
judgment of the world. False religion has been
the chief means used by Satan to deceive the
people and to turn them away from God. Such
deception Satan began at the building of the
tower of Babel. He introduced the false reli-
gion into every nation for the purpose of de-
faming Jehovah’s name. The peoples of Israel,
otherwise called Jews, Jehovah chose for him-
self and made a covenant with them which pro-
vided that if they would obey him they should
live, and if they disobeyed him they should die.
That covenant provided for the true and faith-
ful worship of Jehovah God. The exact counter-
part of the Jewish nation is “Christendom”,
‘which means that the things which came to pass
upon the Jews find a parallel among the nations
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of the world which are collectively called “Chris-
tendom”. The reason is that these nations claim
to be Christian or God’s people, even as the
Jews were under a covenant and were God’s
covenant people. From time to time the rulers
of the Jews turned away from Jehovah God
and indulged in the practice of Devil worship
or Devil religion. Those religious practices the
Seriptures call Baalism. Ahab, one of the kings
of the Jews, married Jezebel, a worshiper of
Baal, or the Devil, and they together caused the
nation of the Jews to practice the Devil reli-
gion, or Baalism. The entire nation, with bhut a
few exceptions, became steeped in idolatrous
religious practices, even as at the present day
the great mass of the people of “Christendom”
called “Christians” are indulging in the practice
of a false religion. There were some among the
Jews who worshiped God, and amongst such was
a captain in Ahab’s army by the name of Jehu.

Because of his faithfulness to God, Jehovah
appointed and commissioned Jehu to execute
judgment against the house of Ahab and to de-
stroy Baalism and Baal worship throughout the
land of Israel. The house of Ahab ruling the
Jews pictured the visible part of the so-called
“Christian world”, while Jehu pietured Christ
Jesus the great Judge or Executioner of Jeho-
vah God. Those associated with Jehu in his exe-
cution work pictured those now associated with
and acting under the direction of Christ Jesus
in giving warning concerning the impending
judgment upon the world. Jehun slew the rulers
known to be practitioners of the Devil religion.
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Then he arranged for all the Baal worshipers
in the realm to come together at one place. On
his way to that place he met Jonadab and in-
vited him to come and bhe a witness to what
should follow in the name of Jehovah. Jonadab
pictured the people of good will now on earth
who have no sympathy with hypoeritical wor-
ship and who believe in Jehovah God and in
Christ Jesus and who are kind to Jehovah’s wit-
nesses and are glad to associate with these
faithful servants of the Lord.

At the great assembly of Baal worshipers ar-
ranged as mentioned Jehu commanded that all
who were for Baal put on garments or vest-
ments for the purpose of identifying themselves.
The Baal worshipers put on their garments and
went into the temple and engaged in the wor-
ship of Baalism. Thus they fully and complete-
ly identified themselves as on Satan’s side. By
taking this course Jehu would make no mistake.
Then Jehu caused his soldiers to enter the as-
sembly of Baal worshipers and kill every one of
those who had thus identified themselves as
being on Satan’s side. The chief point here made
is that God causes those who take the side of Sa-
tan to clearly identify themselves so they can
never have any excuse. Now Jehovah sends his’
witnesses throughout the land to give notice and
warning to the people, to the end that every one
may take his stand either on the side of Jehovah
God or on the side of the wicked world under
Satan. ;

Many have asked the question: If Jehovah's
witnesses are doing a righteous work by going
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from house to house with the message of the
kingdom, why would God permit them to be
arrested and thrown into prison? The answer
is that Jehovah causes all things to work to-
gether for the good of those who are faithful
to him. Now we find that the religious leaders
of “Christendom” have conspired together to
cause the arrest and imprisonment of Jehovah’s
witnesses. They demand that the police officers
and magistrates operate with them in the per-
secuting of Jehovah’s witnesses. The result is
that many of Jehovah’s witnesses have been ar-
rested because they are telling the people the
truth. The men who are causing their arrest
and those who are taking a part therein, es-
pecially after having been notified, are thereby
identifying themselves as on the side of Satan
and against Jehovah God and his kingdom.
The judgment or decree of Jehovah as writ-
ten is that all those who oppose God and his
kingdom shall be destroyed at Armageddon,
and Jehovah is causing the chief ones who are
thus opposing him to identify themselves so that
they ean never he heard to say that there was
any doubt as to which side they took. Without a
doubt, in the light of the Seriptures, the present-
day persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses is being
permitted by Jehovah in order to afford oppor-
tunity for all to identify themselves who so de-
sire, and to thus mark themselves for destruec-
tion at the execution of the judgment of the
world, which must shortly come to pass. Let
those who indulge in the persecution of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses npon the pretext that these wit-
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nesses are peddling without a license take fair
warning. Their actions will not pass unnoticed
by the Tord God, as he so declares. Let the
faithful witnesses of Jehovah take courage and
rejoice when they see the fulfilment of the great
prophetic picture which Jehovah caused to be
made by the use of Jehn in executing those of
Israel who were against Him. The great anti-
type is now in progress of performance.

This striking picture of the execution of Je-
hovah’s judgment upon the world is set out in
the prophecy of Ezekiel and is explained in de-
tail in the book called Vindication. It is of very
great importance to the people that they ac-
quaint themselves with these vital truths. In
this brief speech I can merely call attention to
the chief points. The book Vindication sets
forth the Scriptures alongside the facts, so that
the reader can prove to himself whether or not
these things are true. These books are being
brought to your door by Jehovah’s witnesses in
order that the people may have an opportunity
to learn of the impending judgment upon the
world and what shall immediately follow. Be
assured that this work of giving testimony and
warning by these witnesses is being done under
the Lord’s direction and commandment and no
amount of persecution can stop it until the
Lord’s due time.

Let the people take warning that the king-
dom of heaven is here, that God’s righteous gov-
ernment under Christ is being set up, and that
the first part of that work is to give warning
to the people, to be immediately followed by the
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complete destruction of Satan’s organization
and then by the righteous rule in all the "earth
which will bring complete relief and blessings
to mankind. All this will be a vindieation of Je-
hovah’s great name and show to the people that
Jehovah God is the source of life and blessing
and such blessings he will bring to the people by
and through his kingdom.

Prophecy

N RECENT MONTHS the attention of the
I radio audience has been directed to the
prophecies of the Bible. A brief definition
of prophecy may be profitable at this time.
Prophecy means the foretelling of events or
things that will come to pass in the distant fu-
ture. Jehovah God is the origin and source of
all true prophecy. This is made certain by his
statement in Isaiah 44:6-8, A.R.V.: “Thus
saith Jehovah, the King of Israel, and his Re-
deemer, Jehovah of hosts: T am the first, and
I am the last; and besides me there is no God.
And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it,
and set it in order for me, since I established
the ancient people? and the things that are com-
ing, and that shall come to pass, let them de-
clare. Fear ye not, neither be afraid; have I
not declared unto thee of old, and showed it?
and ye are my witnesses. Is there a God besides
me? yea, there is no Rock; I know not any.”
The title “prophet” is applied to some men.
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When a man is used by Jehovah to speak in the
name of Jehovah God concerning the truth
which Jehovah has revealed, that man is prop-
erly called a prophet of God. The prophecy,
however, does not proceed from man. The
prophecy is from Jehovah God, and the man is
merely used to speak for Jehovah. When the
Bible was being prepared by Jehovah as a lamp
for the gunidance of mankind he used faithful
men to speak words of prophecy. It is written,
in first Peter one, that those holy prophets did
not understand the things conecerning which they
“spoke. That is further proof that the message
of prophecy proceeds from God, and not from
man, In 2 Peter 1:21 it is written: “For the
propheey came not in old time by the will of
man; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the holy [spirit].” Had he chosen so
to do Jehovah might have used the angels of
heaven to write prophecy. He used imperfect
men to write prophecy; and thereby is given a
greater exhibition of divine power. Centuries
ago Jehovah determined that in his own due
time man should know that Jehovah is the only
true God of unlimited wisdom and power who
saves and delivers and blesses mankind with
life and happiness. It is his purpose that man
shall learn how these great blessings can be had.
He used imperfect men to foretell these things,
and when they do come to pass all men may
have full assurance that they proceed from Je-
hovah God. The first man used as a prophet
was Enoch., He prophesied that in the long dis-
tant future a mighty Judge would come with a
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host of holy angels to judge the world of man-
kind. That prophecy is just now in course of
fulfilment.

Later God caused Abraham, a faithful man,
to utter a prophecy foretelling the coming of a
seed or offspring of God’s organization by and
through which all the nations and families of
the earth shall be blessed. This great prophecy
related to the coming of Christ Jesus the Re-
deemer, Deliverer and Blesser of the peoples of
earth. All prophecy subsequently uttered by
God’s faithful men relates to the manner of
carrying out of the purposes of Jehovah. These
prophecies are stated in cryptic language so
that they could not be understood until God’s
due time, ;

The chief one in Jehovah’s great organiza-
tion is Christ Jesus. The Scriptures first re-
veal him under the name Logos and that Jeho-
vah used him as his active agent in the creation
of all things. To earry out his purpose to re-
deem man from death Jehovah sent this beloved
One to earth, and he is then revealed by the
name Jesus, which means the Savior of the peo-
ple. Being the chief One of Jehovah’s organiza-
tion much of divine prophecy relates to Jesus.
Such prophecies and their fulfilment alone con-
clugively prove that the Bible is the Word of the
all-wise Jehovah God. Centuries before Jesus
came to earth God caused Isaiah to write that
a virgin would conceive and bear a son; and the
record of the fulfilment of that prophecy is
found in the first chapter of Matthew. By his
prophet Micah God foretold that this child
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should be born at Bethlehem; and the fulfilment
thereof is recorded in the Bible, as well ag in
the history of the world. He caused Jeremiah to
prophesy that an attempt would be made to kill
the babe Jesus and to this end other babes would
be slain. The fulfilment of that prophecy is re-
corded in Matthew two. By Hosea he foretold
that the parents of Jesus would flee into Egypt
with the babe Jesus and would then bring back
the child to Jerusalem after the death of Herod;
and the fulfilment thereof is found in Matthew
2:15. Igaiah prophesied that the mighty One
whom Jehovah would send would be despised
and rejected by the clergy and the other rulers
and would be persecuted and put to an ignomin-
ious death, That prophecy finds fulfilment in
Christ Jesus; and the record thereof is both in
the Bible and in the history of the world. David
prophesied, in the sixteenth Psalm, that this
mighty One would be killed and buried and that
God would raise him up out of death. The “New
Testament” abounds with proof in fulfilment of
this prophecy. These and numerous other pro-
phetic testimonies prove bheyond all doubt that
all true propheey proceeds from Jehovah God.

How may we know when we have the proper
interpretation or understanding of prophecy?
The answer is found in 2 Peter 1: 20, to wit,
“that no prophecy of the seripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation.” It therefore follows that
God must have his own way of interpreting and
revealing the understanding of prophecy to
those who love him; and it is even so. Centuries
after the writing of the prophecies God caused
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events to come to pass according to his will and
which exactly fulfil those prophecies. These
events which we see have come to pass we prop--
erly call the physical facts. When the physical
faets exactly fit the words of the prophecy, then
we may know that we have the correct interpre-
tation or understanding thereof. We do not
have to rely upon the guess of men. It is prop-
erly said, therefore, that the prophecies of God
cannot be understood by men until in course of
fulfilment or until the same have been fulfilled.

David, Isaiah, Ezekiel and others God used
to foretell that his beloved Son should become
the King of the world, that he would destroy
the wicked rule of Satan, and that he would es-
tablish a righteous government on earth to the
honor of Jehovah for the good of mankind.
Know, then, that such prophecies proceed from
Jehovah, Those who believe God have the ahso-
lIute assurance that in due time the same will he
completely fulfilled. Jeremiah prophesied that
Zedekiah would be the last king to the Jews and
that at his overthrow the Gentiles would come
into power and would continue in power for
2,520 years, and that at the end of that time
Christ the great King would come and begin his
reign. Zedekiah was overthrown in the year
606 B.C., and 2,520 years thereafter, to wit, the
year 1914, was the time Christ the King was due
to begin his reign.

Christ Jesus was the greatest of all prophets
whom Jehovah ever sent to the earth. He de-
clared that he spoke only what Jehovah had told
him to say. One of his great prophecies is re-
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corded in Matthew 24 and Luke 21, and specifi-
cally relates to the coming of his kingdom. In
answer to a question as to what would be proof
of his coming and the end of the Gentile world
under Satan, Jesus answered that ‘nation should
rise against nation, and kingdom agajnst king-
dom in a great world war, to be followed by
famine and pestilence, and this would mark the
beginning of his official reign as king of the
world’. This prophecy and the facts are in exact
harmony with that uttered by Jeremiah, both
showing that the fulfilment began in the autumn
seagon of 1914. The fulfilment of these proph-
ecies should cause sober persons to give heed to
all the prophecy recorded in the Bible. These
prophecies are called to your attention that you
may take advantage of the opportunity to ac-
quaint yourselves with the great truths so im-
portant to understand today.

On another occasion the proof has been sub-
mitted to you showing from the Scriptures that
the city of Jerusalem, where God established
his people and placed his name, was a type fore-
shadowing the nations of the world now called
“Christendom”, It is written, in 1 Corinthians
10:11, concerning Jerusalem that ‘all these
things happened unto Jerusalem in type, show-
ing what should come to pass at the end of the
world’, where we now are.

The Jews were unfaithful to Jehovah, and he
sent his prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel and others
to prophesy against Jerusalem, giving warning
of her coming destruction. The prophecies thus
uttered apply with stronger force to “Christen-
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dom” and further show that at the end of the
world, where we now are, God would cause a
like warning to be given to “Christendom” of
his purpose to destroy it. The warning was giv-
en to Jerusalem, and her cehief men, religious
‘leaders and rulers rejected the warning and
scoffed and jeered at the prophets and perse-
cuted them. According to the warning, Jerusa-
lem was destroyed. Like conditions now exist
relative to “Christendom”.

Compare the warning of those prophets given
by the words of Jesus, Jehovah’s great Prophet.
The World War br ought to the attention of the
rulers of all “Christendom” the evidence show-
ing that the time had come for Christ to hegin
his reign. The World War, which ended in
1918, was proof of the second coming of Christ
and his kingdom, and he declared this is good
news or gospel to those who love righteousness.
Jesus then said: “This gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
—Matthew 24: 14,

In fulfilment of this prophetic utterance faith-
ful men and women are going about the land
from house to house preaching this good news
or gospel of the kingdom. They have not used
their money to build massive and spectacular
houges and called them church huildings, but
they have used their time and energy and money
to prepare the message of truth in printed form
and to carry the same to the people. They come
to you now with books explaining prophecy and
showing you where in the Bible these prophecies
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are to be found and setting out the faets or
events that have come to pass and that show the
fulfilment of the prophecies. This enables you
to prove to yourself whether or not they are
true. These men and women are Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, who are bearing the testimony of Jesus
Christ to you in obedience to the commandment
of Jehovah.

In connection with the preaching of this gos-
pel of the kingdom Jesus uttered another great
propheey, which must be fulfilled as soon as the
work of giving this testimony or preaching is
completed. The radio is employed to deliver the
testimony, and millions of books explaining the
prophecy are already in the hands of the people.
The giving of the testimony, therefore, has well
progressed, and it cannot be long now until that
testimony work is done; and when it is done, Je-
sus declares in these words what shall follow, to.
wit (Matthew 24:21, 22): “For then shall be
great tribulation, such as was not since the he-
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be. And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but
for the elect’s sake those days shall be short-
ened.” Thege prophetic words of Jesus corre-
spond exactly with the prophecies uttered by Jer-
emiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Isaiah, and others,
and show that it is God’s purpose to completely
destroy “Christendom”, and during that trouble
protect and save those who take their stand on
the side of Jehovah and seek meekness and
righteousness. A knowledge of prophecy is now
of vital importance to you.



Justifying War

NE OF THE GREAT commandments of
Jehovah is, “Thou shalt not kill.” Jesus
emphasized this commandment when on

earth and particularly applied it to his follow-
ers. The Bible also gives account of wars in
which the Israelites engaged and in which many
persons were killed, and that they engaged in
such war at the commandment of Jehovah God.
In the light of God’s commandment not to kill,
how can there be any justification for the Tsrael-
ites’ killing others? When understood these
things are entirely consistent and harmonious.
The commandment is to man, that man must
not of his own initiative and volition take hu-
man life. The commandment does not say that
1t is wrong for God to kill. Jehovah God is the
giver of life, and it is his right to take it away
from those who willfully violate his law. God
created the first man perfect, and told him to
obey and to enjoy the blessings of life, but that
for any disobedience he would die. Man did will-
fully violate God’s law and was justly put te
death. Concerning the wicked, God’s law is
plainly stated, in Psalm 145: 20 to wit: “The
Lord pl'eserveth all them that love him; but all
the wicked will he destroy.” The wicked are
those who knowingly and willfully oppose or
fight against God. Should God permit any such
to live for ever he would be wholly inconsistent.

God cannot be inconsistent.
43
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The Israelites engaged in wars, and killed
many persons, including men, women and chil-
dren; and when the reason is understood it will
be seen that they did exactly right and did not
violate God’s commandments. Jehovah God took
his people Israel out of Egypt after repeatedly
warning the Egyptians to cease persecuting
them and to let them depart in peace. The
Eeyptians continued to fight against God, and
he destroyed them in the Red sea. Jehovah led
his people then to Mount Sinai and there inaug-
urated a eovenant with them, and then marched
them on to Palestine. On the way the Amalek-
ites harassed, persecuted and fought against
the Israelites. “And the Lord said unto Moses,
Write this for a memorial in a book, and re-
hearse it in the ears of Joshua; for I will utterly
put out the remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven.”

Without excuse or justification the Amalekites
fonght against God’s people, and therefore
against God; and what followed states God’s
rule concerning all who willfully fight against
him. Five hundred years afterwards God sent
Saul, the king of Israel, with an army to en-
force his judgment againgt the Amalekites. In
1 Samuel 15 it is written: “Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to
Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way,
when he came up from Hgypt. Now go and smite
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have,
and spare them not; but slay both man and
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel
and ass.”
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By slaying the Amalekites Saul in command
of the army of Israel was merely acting as
God’s executioner. Had Saul upon his own voli-
tion and initiative gone to war for conquest or
for any other reason, then he plainly would have
been wrong; but when he went at the command-
ment of Jehovah his responsibility was to obey
Jehovah God. The Amalekites were a part of
Satan’s organization fighting against God’s
chosen people, and that without cause or excuse.
Jehovah God was there demonstrating what he
ultimately will do to all of his-enemies. Those
who fight against God are certain to come to a
like end, because they ally themselves with the
Devil, who is God’s great enemy. The slaying
of Amalek and his seed shows God’s purpose in
due time to utterly destroy Satan and all of his
seed that the peoples may be rid of all lawless-
ness.

As further proof that Saul, the king of Israel,
did not engage in that war on his own respon-
sibility these facts appear: Saul had been com-
manded by the Lord to spare none; but he did
spare King Agag and brought him back alive,
and for this disobedience Jehovah took the rul-
ership away from Sanul.

The Agagites were descendants of Amalek
and were instruments of Satan, and these Satan
used in his repeated attempts to destroy God's
chosen people and to oppose God; and for this
reason (od entered his decree or judgment
against the Agagites that the stoek should per-
ish for ever from the earth. Because of unfaith-
fulness the Israelites were carried away cap-
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tives to Babylon, Later the Medes and Persians
overthrew Babylon and became the dominant
world power and the Israelites were under the
rulership of this world power.

In the service of the king at the palace was a
Jew named Mordecai. At the same time one
Haman was the prime minister and exalted of-
ficer in the king’s cabinet. The king had given
command that all of his servants should how
down and give honor to Haman. Mordecai failed
and refused to do so. When the reason why was
asked he replied that he was a Jew and for this
reagson would not bow to Haman. Mordecai
knew that Haman was a descendant of Amalek,
because he is called in this seripture “the Agag-
ite”. Mordecai knew that God had pronounced
his ;;udgment against the Agagites and that no
one faithful to God ecould pay them honor. Ha-
man then obtained the decree of the king calling
for the slaughter of all the Jews, which included
Mordecai. Then Jehovah God interfered. Ha-
man was hung upon the gallows he had made
for Mordecai, and the Jews slanghtered Haman’s
followers throughont the province§. In that
slaying the Jews were used to execute Jehovah
God’s judgment, and were entirely justified.

In this marvelous picture that appears in the
book of Esther Mordecai pictured those who on
earth are faithful members of God’s organiza-
tion. Haman and his supporters pictured those
of the Devil’'s organization who are the deadly
enemies of God’s faithful witnesses now on
earth. The slaying of Haman and his followers
foreshadowed or pictured the great punishment
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God will bring upon those in the world today
who seek the hurt or destruction of his people.
God selected Jerusalem as a site for his earth-
ly organization. The land was then in possession
of the Canaanites, which people were a part of
Satan’s organization and who continued to do
violence against God’s people and sought to de-
stroy them. The Lord God then caused David his
chosen one to execute his judgmentupon the vari-
ous enemies in the land of Canaan. In each in-
stance David acted as the officer of Jehovah to
execute his judgment and David was not person-
ally responsible for the wars in which he engaged.
David was a type of Christ Jesus, the beloved
Son of God. The enemies of the Israelites round
about Jerusalem typified Satan’s organization
and the nations that uphold it. God’s judgment
is that Satan’s organization shall be completely
destroyed because it is wholly given over to
wickedness and all the wicked God will destroy.
The Jewish nation became idolatrous and un-
faithful to God. For this reason God took away
their right to be a nation, dethroned their ruler,
and caused a complete destwctlon of Jerusalem
In doing this God used the army of Babylon as
his executioners and inflicted the punishment
upon those who had once been his chosen people
and who had fallen away to the Devil. Pre-
vious to the destruetion of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians Gtod sent his prophets Ezekiel and
Jeremiah to give warning to Jerusalem of what
was coming upon it. The leaders amongst the
Jews, particularly the clergy, induced the peo-
ple to disregard such warning; which they did,
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and went on in their wickedness. God entered
his decree or judgment against the king of the
Jews in these words: “And thou, profane wicked
- prince of Israel, whose day is come, when in-
iquity shall have an end, thus saith the Lord
God; Remove the diadem, and take off the
crown; this shall not be the same: exalt him
that is low, and abase him that is high. I will
‘overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be
no more, until he come whose right it is; and I
will give it him.”"—Hzekiel 21 : 25-27.

The siege of Jerusalem followed, and the city
was burned to the ground and most of the peo-
ple killed. Jeremiah records, in the thirty-ninth
chapter, the execution of the judgment against
the rulers of the Jews, in these words (39: 6-8) :
“Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zed-
ekiah in Riblah before his eyes; also the king of
Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. More-
over, he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and hound him
with chains, to carry him to Babylon. And the
Chaldeans burned the king’s house, and the
houses of the people, with fire, and brake down
the walls of Jerusalem.” This slaughter of the
Jews was done by order of Jehovah God and
proves that it was done by the Babylonians as
an instrument in the hands of God, as it is
written, in Jeremiah 27:6: “And now I have
given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the
};gasts of the field have I given him also to serve

lI]'l.” "

Jerusalem pictured “Christendom”, which is

the chief part of Satan’s visible organization,
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and God’s decree against “Christendom” is that
she shall be eompletely destroyed. By his proph-
et Jeremiah he declared that the slain in “Chris-
tendom™ will be so great that there will not be
enough to bury the dead. Thus God shows he
will slay, not for the pleasure of slaying, but
for the execution of his righteous judgment,
that all may know that he is the Almighty God
and the One who gives life and who has the
right to take it away. By his prophet Ezekiel
he says: “Then shall ye know that I am the
Lord, when their glain men ghall be among their
idols round about their altars, upon every high
hill, in all the tops of the mountaing, and under
every green tree, and under every thick oak, the
place where they did offer sweet savour to all
their idols.” This is a deseription of God’s great
battle of Armageddon, which is just ahead. In
that slaughter, God declares, there shall he a
class of people saved and taken through the
trouble and these will be the ones who respond
to the warning given by Jehovah’s witnesses
and who turn to God and take their stand on his
side. Men and women devoted to God are daily
bringing to your homes this information, that
you may profit thereby.

Every war which Jehovah authorized and ap-
proved was carried on for the purpose of exe-
cuting his judgment against workers of wicked-
ness. Armageddon will be his final battle against
Satan’s entire organization. Jesus gave com-
mand to his followers that none of them should
shed human blood. In the great battle of Ar-
mageddon the followers of Christ on earth will
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take no part in the slaying. Their work is to
serve notice upon the rulers and people and to
sing the praises of Jehovah God. Christ with
his host of heavenly angels will do the destroy-
ing.

No war of conquest or for selfish gain can
possibly be justified, but, on the contrary, all
such are in violation of God’s everlasting cove-
nant. Fyery nation of “Christendom” has en-
gaged in unjustifiable war, and concerning this
Jehovah by his prophet Isaiah says (24:1, A 6) :
“Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and
maketh 1t waste, and turneth it upside down,
and seattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.
The earth mourneth, and fadeth away; the
world languisheth, and fadeth away; the haugh-
ty people of the earth do languish. The earth
also is defiled under the mhabltants thereof, he-
cause they have transgressed the laws, chan ged
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.
Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth,
and they that dwell therein are desolate: there-
fore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men left.”

Men are justified in shedding human blood in
war only when acting ag God’s executioners.
Otherwise such acts are in violation of the ever-
lasting covenant. One of God’s prophets states
the true and divine rule in these words: “The
Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away. Blessed
be the name of the Lord.’ All the ways of Jeho-
vah are right. The acts of men are right only
when they are in accord and in full harmony
with the Word of God.
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Who Is Your God?

ﬁ MONG THE ORGANS of the human

brain there is omne ecalled veneration.

Kvery sane person has some veneration.
That faculty induces the person to hold some
being, creature or thing in very high respect. It
is natural for man to worship some being or
thing, That raises the ‘question, then, Who is
your God, and whom do you worship?

Lexicographers define the word god as a
deity, idol or object of worship. Ancient peo-
ples worshiped various objects, such as animals
or images made of wood or stone. In modern
times many make gold their god, while others
worship political power, which is called the
“state”, and which is often misnamed “patriot-
ism”, There are but a very few people on earth
who worship the true God. KEvidently that is
due to the fact that they do not know the true
God.

How may we determine who is the true God?
The man that reasons requires competent evi-
dence to establish any fact of importance. The
Bible is competent evidence and comes from the
proper source, and definitely establishes the fact
with reference to the true God. On another occa-
sion I have submitted the eonclusive proof that
the Bible is true. A full discussion of the matter
is found in the book Creation. In Psalm14: 1itis
written: “The fool hath said in his heart, There

656
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is no God.” When one considers the objects
about us we see how true that statement is.

Behold the trees clothed in beautiful green,
waving their arms to the music of the winds.
A man cannot even make one leaf on those trees,
See the flowers that grow out of the same soil,
of various colors and hueg, yielding to the vibra-
tions of the sun and filling the atmosphere with
sweet perfume. Note the rivers winding their
ways between the hills and through the valleys
on to the great ocean. Mark the power in the
waves of the mighty sea yielding to the influence
of the moon. Behold the sun that controls the
seasons, that lights the earth by day and gives
life, color and beauty to the fruits and flowers.
Then go into the desert at nighttime (there the
air ig unusually clear) and behold the myriads
of bright shiners in the vault above. Whence do
all these things come? Not by nature nor by
chance, but an all-wise Creator made them and
put them there. Man is the most intelligent
creature on earth, and concerning him it is writ-
ten in the Bible that he is wonderfully and fear-
fully made; but man cannot make one of these
things T have just deseribed. Who made them?
The Bible, in Isaiah forty-two, answers that Je-
hovah God the great Flirst Cause, he who is
from everlasting to everlasting, and besides
whom there is none, made all of these things. He
created the heavens and stretched them out. He
created the earth and that which comes out of
it, and gave breath to the people upon it. Jeho-
vah is the true God and wor thy to be worshiped
by all ereation, :
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The divine attributes are wisdom, justice,
power and love, all working together in equal
and exact balance. God is love; which means
that he is entirely unselfish. Every aet of Jeho-
vah is done unselfishly for the benefit of his
creatures. It has been difficult for many to be-
lieve this statement, because they do not know
Jehovah God.

The Israeclites were being greatly oppressed
in Egypt. They were God’s people, chosen by
him for a specific purpose. He delivered them
from Egyptian bondage, led them to the foot of
Mount Sinai, and there gave them his law.
Among other things God there said to the Is-
raelites, as recorded in Exodus 20:2-T: “I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond-
age, Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou ghalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is
in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate
me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them
that love me, and keep my commandments. Thoun
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in vain.”

Many have said: “This language is proof that
God is selfigh, because he commands man to wor-
ghip him.” The facts show that the command-
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ment was not given for God’s benefit, but for the
benefit of the people. Suppose, by way of exam-
ple, you have a child and you are anxious for
him to grow up to be a good man. Youn carefully
watch his training, that he may go in the right
way. In the community is a man who is your
enemy. He uses enticing and flattering speech
and by this means he is constantly attempting
to lead your son in the wrong way and turn him
against you, his purpose heing to bring ahout
his downfall and your disappointment. You.
would regard it as your duty to call your son
and say to him, in substance, “That man is your
enemy. I am your true friend. You should give
heed to me and do what I say, beecause I am
watching out for your interests. The obliga-
tion is upon me to do this, and I command you
that you give me your allegiance and do as I
say. This is for your benefit.”

All the nations round about Israel had fallen
under the influence of Satan, the enemy of God
and man. The Israelites being God’s chosen peo-
ple, he gave them special attention. They were
at all times subjected to the influence of Satan
and in danger of falling, and their greatest dan-
ger lay in the fact of their worshiping some-
thing besides Jehovah. Satan’s purpose was to
turn the Israclites away from God, cause their
downfall, and bring reproach upon Jehovah’s
name. Therefore, for the good of his people
God gave commandment that they should have
no other gods besides him. Furthermore Jeho-
vah said to the Israelites: “If ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
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shall be a peculiar treasure unto me ahove all
people, for all the earth is mine. And ye shall
be unto me . ., . an holy nation.” The nation of
Israel was unfaithful to Jehovah, fell under the
influence of Satan, turned to the worship of
images and men, and lost everything. A few of
that people were faithful to God, and these were
chosen for a special purpose and will be re-
warded.

In determining whom we shall honor as our
God Jesus furnishes a true pattern to follow.
Even the modernist clergy admit that Jesus was
a great teacher. Even the ungodly Jewish rab-
bis recognize Jesus as having been a great man.
Christians gladly acknowledge that he iz the
Son of God and the Savior of the world. Jesus
at all times honored and worshiped Jehovah as
the only true God. He is the Son of God and
spoke with absolute authority. He said that he
was sent by Jehovah to speak the meszage that
God had directed him to speak. He further
stated, in John 8:12: ‘I am the light of the
world; and he that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life’” In
John 17:3 he said: “This is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Je-
sus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” That must
mean that all who will have everlasting life
must believe and serve Jehovah as the only true
God.

It is now the expressed will of God that all
men shall be given an opportunity to have a
knowledge of the truth. This eould not he for
the benefit of Jehovah, but for the benefit of the
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creature. Jehovah is the source of life, and in
no other way ean man get life. It is written, in
Romans 6: 23, that life is a gift of God through
Jesus Christ. No one can receive a gift without
first having knowledge of the terms upon which
the gift is ‘made. Satan the enemy of man and
of God uses his power to prevent the people
from getting this vital knowledge, in order that
they may not know the way to life. To do this
he resorts to all manner of subtle schemes.

With all kindness to those persons who are
Catholics I unhesitatingly say that the Catholie
. ¢church does not worship the true God. Contrary
to the commandment of God, they have erected
many images that are used as objects of wor-
ship. They teach the people to pray to a woman
with the hope of receiving benefit therefrom.
Among the Protestant organizations are mod-
ernists who are even worse. They teach that
man is a creature of evolution and thereby deny
Jehovah as the Creator of man, deny the Bible
as God’s Word, and deny the blood of Jesus as
the redemptive price of man. They set up the
wisdom of their own men as their god.

The fundamentalists do not worship Jehovah
as the only true God. They teach that Jesus and
the “holy ghost” are equal to God, whereas Jesus
said of God: “My Father is greater than I1.”
They defame God’s name by teaching the doc-
trine of eternal torture of man. All of these go-
called “church organizations” deny God’s an-
nounced purpose to restore mankind by his
kingdom and, on the contrary, give their allegi-
ance to the Leagne of Nations, which is an
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abomination in his sight. All of these organiza-
tions have made themselves a part of this world,
of which Satan is the god, and thereby have for-
saken Jehovah as the only true God.

Recognizing Jesus as the greatest teacher
that was ever on earth men should without hegi-
tation follow his instruetion rather than that of
modern men. His words of instruction are
plainly set forth in the Bible, and furnish a sure
and safe guide. In the book called Creation is
the proof from the Bible explaining the creation
of God, pointing out particularly God’s provi-
sion for the salvation of man through His king-
dom. Jesus emphasized the importance to man
of gaining a knowledge of the kingdom and of
obeying its orders. Ie instructed men to always
pray for the eoming of that kingdom and the
doing of the will of God on earth as it is done
in heaven. It is only when God’s kingdom is in
full sway that the people will obtain the relief
from oppression and suffering and learn to walk
in the way of life everlasting. In order that the
people may now hegin to receive some of this
all-important knowledge, God gives eommand-
ment to those who love him to be his witnesses
and inform the people. For this reason those
men and women now on earth who have full
faith in Jehovah God and his purposes to bless
mankind busy themselves in telling the message
of truth to the people.

It must now be apparent to all persons who
think that relief cannot come to the people by
any scheme that man has ever brought forth.
Why longer give allegiance and support to the
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organizations of earth that seek to honor men
and hold together an organization that honors
vreatures and dishonors Jehovah’s name? Learn
the truth, as set forth in God’s Word, hecause
the time has come to learn it. They who learn
the truth and obey it will have a great burden
lifted from their minds and will rejoice in the
blessings that will flow to them by reason of
God’s houndless love.

Jehovah is the Father of mercies and God of
all comfort. In these times of great stress the
sober-minded instinetively turn to God for aid
and comfort. An abundance of consolation for
man is found in his Word. Search the Scrip-
tures, and in them you will find the way to
peace and endless life. To aid the people to lo-
cate the texts of the Bible that make plain the
perplexing problems of this day, books have
been published and are now placed within the
reach of all. Among these hooks are Creation,
Reconciliation, Deliverance, Life, and Govern-
ment. These contain a storehouse of knowledge
that will greatly enrich your mind.

All books mentioned by Judge Rutherford are
illustrated and deseribed in a beautiful free
booklet. Write The Wateh Tower for it.
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